
FROM TIM… 
NEIGHBOR DAY IS COMING QUICKLY!  Our 2009 Neighbor Day on October 25th is less than 4 weeks 
away!  We should have flyers out in the lobby soon, and let’s all be looking for opportunities to invite 
our neighbors, friends, family, or co-workers to join us for a day of worship and fellowship.  We will 
have a potluck lunch together after the morning service, and after the evening service we will have 
chili, hot dogs, costume contests, and trunk-or-treating!  We had over 500 present for worship at our 
Family Day earlier this year; can we do it again?  Let’s be inviting! 

GETTING TO KNOW OUR NEW MEMBERS – Our elders, deacons, staff, and our families hosted our 
“New Member Dinner” Sunday, which was enjoyable as always.  Check out our New Member Board to 
see who all we honored.  Brenda has also worked hard recently to update our church family picture 
board.  Let’s put forth the effort to get to know each other, and make sure every part of the body is 
serving in a meaningful way! 

SHINING OUR LIGHTS – Great Oaks is blessed with so many good people doing so many good things, 
and it’s exciting when even our community notices our faith in action.  A few months ago, a business 
associate of Larry Jackson thought so much of Larry’s faith that he gave a generous contribution to-
ward our Ukraine mission efforts.  And now we have learned that our own beloved Beverly Cannon 
has been nominated to receive the “Humanitarian of the Year Award” by The Arc of the Mid-South, for 
her contributions to improving the lives of individuals with disabilities.  Congratulations Beverly!  Let’s 
all, in our own circle of influence, shine God’s light as best we can.  If we will, whether they ever tell 
us or not, people will notice.   

First Sunday of October coming up…I look forward to seeing you here! 

Meet Our New Involvement Minister: Les Bonnett 
Les Bonnett has been hired to work with Great Oaks part-time as an 
involvement minister, focusing primarily on our Homebuilders group 
during his first year on staff.  He was converted while in the Air Force, 
and then attended Freed-Hardeman University.  At Freed, he earned a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible and two Master’s Degrees: one in Min-
istry and one in Education.  He has served as a pulpit minister with 
congregations in Boiling Springs and Greenville, South Carolina, and 
also in Collierville, TN.  Les and his wife Mary have two sons: Pearson 
and Nicholas.  Aside from his new work as a Great Oaks minister, Les 
will also continue to run a “US Marine Corps Fitness Boot Camp” on 
weekday mornings, and work as a Health Coach with “Take Shape for 
Life.”  Many of us have already come to appreciate Les’s teaching ability, 
and know he will do a great job in helping us maximize our potential for 
service as a family of Christians. 
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Sick/Prayer Updates                                                 
Please be sure to pick up a gold copy of the prayer/sick list 
from the focus table and remember everyone in your 
thoughts, cards, and prayers. These are updates since 
the last prayer/sick list was published last Sunday. 

• Scott Rathkamp had a stroke Sept. 29 & is in Bap-
tist ICU. CAT scans show a pool of blood on theleft 
side of his brain. 

• Donna Parrish had her 3rd chemo Sept. 28. 
• Tommye Jo Jamison has an orthopedic doctor appt 

on Nov. 1st for a compression fracture. 
• Lou Green had successful outpatient gall bladder 

surgery on Sept. 29th.  
• Natalie Cravens, one of the St. Jude patients on our 

blog-spot, has a spot on her lung. Drs. believe it is 
not Hodgkins related and will re-check it in January   

• Pat Graham, mother of Paula Fuller, is having 
mini-strokes; she is undergoing heart-related tests. 
(202 E Walnut St, Walnut Ridge, AR 72476) 

• Philip Lankford (nephew of Jimmy Lankford) re-
mains in The Med ICU following a car accident. 

• Ronnie Vermeulen, father of Wendy Harrah, was 
admitted to the VA Hospital in Gainesville, FL on 
Sept. 29th for tests.  

 1  Lou Green 
2  Deanna Hutson 
     Morgan Pledge 
     Carl Pfountz 
     Bill Smith 
 3  Wanda Coats 
 4  Justin Cates  
     Kennedy Williams  
 5  Charity Murphy 
     Kelly Smith 
 6  Brooks Champion  
     Cole Champion 
     Pat Smith 
 7  Chris Kelly 
     Jean Russell 

10 Mildred Brice 
11 Cate Craft 
13 Katherine Champion 
    Johnny Craft 
15 Amy Shirley 
16 Hayley Ford 
     Toni Dismuke 
17 Jim Campbell 
     James Carden 
     Billy Groome 
     Jackson Miller 
18 Julie Kelly 
19 Debbie Higgins 
     Macie McAnally 
20 Edith Anderson 

  6  Don & Dana Hutson 
  8  Joseph & Helen Keene 
  9  Lawrence & Maxine Sisk 
10 Rick & Julie Kelly 
11    John & Nathalia Brown 
13   Doug & Michelle Jarrett 

       Cameron & Lindsey Nabors 
17   John & Jane Carey 
21   Jerry & Theresa Nabors 
28  Paul & Diana Garrett 
      Larry & Pattye Jackson 

22 William Campbell       
     Alex Carey 
     Will Craft                                             
     Bettye Merrick 
     TJ Ross 
23 Brooke Jackson 
24 Brent Smith 
25 Amanda Chism 
     Chris Wilson 
26 Tina Howell 
30 Melinda Crosslin 
31  Mickey Barker 
     Andre Miller 

October Birthdays and Anniversaries 

PTA Fall Fellowship at the Sisk’s  
(for ages 50+)               

October 17th at 4:30 
Hamburgers, hot dogs, Mulligan stew, baked 
beans, cole slaw, potato salad, and cornbread.   
Please bring $2 per person to cover the cost of 

food. Sign up sheet is on the foyer table 

FOCUS Meetings for Sunday, October 4 
Focus group #2 Ross will pick up opportunity sheets after 
PM and plan to fellowship at a later date. 
Focus group # 3 Sisk after the AM service at the building 
Focus group # 9 Taylor after the PM at the building 

Race for the CureRace for the CureRace for the CureRace for the Cure    
Saturday, October 31stSaturday, October 31stSaturday, October 31stSaturday, October 31st    

Please sign the list in the foyer if you are inter-
ested in being a part of the Great Oaks team 

 

 

Ashley Childs was baptized into Christ on Sunday, Sep-
tember 27th.  We rejoice with Ashley in her decision 
and pray that we will be able to encourage her in her 
new walk with our Savior! 

Great Oaks Ladies Retreat 
“The Christian Woman’s Reflection” 

November 13-14 
At Pickwick Landing State Park Inn 
Please sign the list on the foyer table if you 

plan on joining us for this time of fellowship. Envelopes are 
available & need to be turned in by Oct. 21. 

STEP UP for Down Syndrome 
Memphis Botanic Garden Oct 18 12-4 p.m. 
Great Oaks is forming a team to walk this 
one mile together for DeAnna Harrah & 
Nicholas Bonnett.  Please see the bulletin 

board for more info. 

The college class will leave on the church van immediately 
following the devotional EVERY Wednesday night to go to 
the Christian Student Center. See Steve Grinder or Kenny 
Harris if you need more info.  

Wednesday Night Fellowship Meal 
October 21 at 5:45 PM 

Cheese or Sausage Manicotti,  
salad, and garlic toast. Cost is $3.50/

adults and $1.50 for kids under 12. 



From the desk of From the desk of From the desk of From the desk of 

Robert L. BrownRobert L. BrownRobert L. BrownRobert L. Brown………… 
The Chili Bowl at Rosemark began on Friday night and 
continued through Sunday noon. Ben and part of our youth 
group participated in this event. This is an annual event and 
seems to be enjoyed by our youth. On Saturday morning, 
some of our PTA (55+) group went to Goodman Oaks for a 
senior rally. Cliff Ganus, former president of Harding Uni-
versity was the speaker. Leon Sanderson led the singing. 
Those who attended said it was a very enjoyable occasion. 

We were blessed with a pleasant, sunny fall weekend. Sun-
day was the best weather for a Lord’s Day lately. This was 
reflected in our attendance for the morning service. The 
totals for the Bible School and worship service were higher 
than several previous weeks. I hope this is an indication of 
good things to come. Although we had some of our mem-
bers absent, we were blessed with a good number of visi-
tors. Tim Alsup completed his series on questions that are 
asked concerning the Church of Christ and our teaching. He 
has done a good job with these lessons. Most of us that 
have been in the church a long time have been asked these 
questions and some other ones. 1 Peter 3:15 tells us to be 
ready to give people an answer for the hope that is within 
us. Following the service, the elders, deacons, and their 
wives, and the staff, hosted the newcomers for the noon 
meal. Each new member or couple was introduced and 
some brief information was given about them. Larry Jack-
son gave a brief history of the congregation to enlighten 
our new folks about how we got started and how we pro-
gressed to the present time. Everyone seemed to enjoy 
themselves. Our thanks go to the ladies for their work in 
preparing and serving the food. Ben McAnally spoke for 
the evening service and Mark Baker led the singing. 

At the evening service Ashley Childs was baptized into 
Christ by Tim Alsup. He had been studying with her for 
several weeks. We rejoiced to welcome a new sister in 
Christ. 

After the evening service the Pew Packers resumed their 
class. Various men will lead this class in songs, drills, etc. 
This class is for the 5th grade and younger. We ask parents 
with young children to escort them to the front pews. 

Please continue to remember our sick and shut-ins in your 
prayers and with uplifting cards.☺ 

Where Do You Fit? 

Have you ever looked at your life and just sat in utter amazement 
at where it has taken you?  I have.  I feel so very, very blessed on 
so many different levels, yet there is little about my life that I 
could have really anticipated 10 years ago.  One new chapter 
which is starting this week for my family and I is the Involvement 
Minister position here at Great Oaks.  I am very grateful for the 
opportunity, yet sobered by the responsibility.  I pray that with 
God’s help we can make a difference here for good in the years to 
come.  

One of my favorite chapters in Scripture is Hebrews 11 - the great 
chapter regarding faith.  Within that text there is a small para-
graph about some of the heroes of old.  People, although ordinary 
like you and I, who underwent and overcame humongous obsta-
cles and challenges with the help of God.  Note the text: “And 
what more shall I say?  For time would fail me to tell of 
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel 
and the prophets – who through faith conquered king-
doms….They went about in skins of sheep and goats, des-
titute, afflicted, mistreated – of whom the world was not 
worthy – wandering about in deserts and mountains, 
and in dens and caves of the earth.” (Heb. 11:32-38)  

Now I want you to note and reflect upon the phrase, “of whom 
the world was not worthy.”  Interesting it is from God’s per-
spective.  According to inspiration, the earth didn’t deserve to 
have these godly people in its midst.  They were living in a world 
in which they didn’t fit!  Ever felt like that?  Of course you have.  
We feel that way from time to time because we’re redeemed and 
the world’s fallen.  We’re here, but we belong there.  We’re on a 
journey with the sole purpose to pass through.  It’s natural for 
God’s people – pilgrims – to feel like squares in a round world.  
That’s what we are and that’s just how it is! 

While we may feel that way from time to time in the world, I hope 
that you don’t feel that way in the church.  While I’ll be working 
primarily with the Home Builders group, part of what I see as my 
role here at Great Oaks is to help you find a sense of belonging 
here.  There is a piece of this puzzle that only YOU can fill.  Maybe 
you’ve found “your place” here, maybe not.  If not, with God’s help 
let’s work to that end.    Blessings, Peace & Joy!    Les Bonnett 

Boys campout 7-12th grade  
Oct 23-24 (hosts:  Nabors, Hutson, and 
Harrah) Please sign the list in the foyer 

Senior DevoSenior DevoSenior DevoSenior Devo    
Sunday, October 4th 

After PM service at the home of the Higgins Beverly Cannon Beverly Cannon Beverly Cannon Beverly Cannon     
received The Humanitarian  

of the Year award  
from The ARC of                 
the Mid-South.  

Congratulations Beverly,  
for a job well done! 

PREPREPREPRE----SCHOOL OPPORTUNITYSCHOOL OPPORTUNITYSCHOOL OPPORTUNITYSCHOOL OPPORTUNITY                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

A Children’s Librarian from the Bartlett Library will be at 
Great Oaks preschool on Oct. 6 from 10-10:30 AM to read 
to our preschoolers. Anyone who would like to bring their 
pre-school child for this event is welcome.  
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MEMPHIS, TN                                
PERMIT NO. 02725 

SCHEDULE: 
      Sunday Bible Study           9AM 
      Sunday Worship         10AM & 5 PM 
      Wednesday Bible Study           7PM 
PHONE: (901) 372-4449  FAX:  377-3039 
INFO-LINE:      (901) 392-0008 
MINISTERS/CELL NUMBERS: 
Pulpit - Tim Alsup  201-1341 
Involvement - Les Bonnett 592-7097 
Associate - Robert Brown 619-4469 
Youth - Ben McAnally 652-1461 
ELDERS: Robert Brown, Kenny Harris,   
  Larry Jackson, Lynn Parrish, Mark Pledge 
SECRETARIES:  
   Brenda Amon and Kelly Ward 
WEBSITE: www.greatoaks.org 
WORKS SUPPORTED: 
  ♥ Voice of Truth International 
  ♥ Tennessee Children’s Home 
  ♥ Potter Children’s Home 
  ♥ Memphis School of Preaching  
  ♥ Focus Press/Brad Harrub/Nashville 
  ♥ Church in Mezhevaya, Ukraine 
  ♥ Church in Zugress, Ukraine 
  ♥ Church in Kraz, Ukraine 
  ♥ Church in Leguan, Guyana, S.A.  
  ♥ Church in Zimbabwe/Noah Gonzo  
  ♥ Church in Costa Rica/Joaquin Rojas 
  ♥ Church in Cambodia/Andrew Hayes 
  ♥ Church in Janesville, WI/Gary Reaves 
  ♥ Church in Brazil/Randy Short    
  ♥  Operation Ukraine/Columbus, MS  
  ♥  Christian Student Center/Memphis, TN  

For the Record 
                      Sept 27 Week       2009 Avg.      2009 Goal  
Wed. (9/23)           237       269             300 
Bible Study           301*             262                  300  
Sun AM      418*             404                  450 
Sun PM      257       260                  300  
Contribution     $12,478         $13,023           $13,000 
*includes 23 at Chili Bowl     

OTHERS TO SERVE MONTH OF OCTOBER 
Announcements: Kenny Harris (Mark Pledge back-up)  
Lord’s Supper:   Randy Anderson*, Joe Blalock, Steve Grinder, Lonnie Gaither, 
            Scott Rathkamp*, Mark Noble, Tom Ross, Donnie Miller 
Ushers:                Cliff McKinney, Len Hubbard, Jeff Smock, Steve Grinder 
Greeters:             Dee Ballantine-main, Michael & Tawanna Williams-main,                   
             Bryan & Sherry Hulen-Ed./Gym, Cliff & Regina McKinney -Brunswick,         
Lock Building:    Jeff Smock (Jerry Nabors back-up) 
Sound System:   Sun AM: Nathan Hubbard Sun PM/Wed:  Joe Blalock 
Prepare Communion:  Tom and Cathy Ross 
Monthly Mission Coordinator -  
Encourage Shut-Ins -  Clean Baptistry -  

SERVING – October 4, 2009 
Song Leaders:          AM: Robert Brown                  PM: Don Hutson 
Communion Devotional:   Jeff Baskin 
Prayers:                   AM Opening: Don Adams            AM Closing: Ken Dean 
                                 PM Opening:  Gary Green PM Closing: Bryan Gore 
Scripture Reading   AM:  Logan Harrah                  PM : Cody Garrett 

Nursery Attendants  
Babies AM PM  

Toddlers AM Sandy & Katie Love PM Karen & Keeley Baskin 

YOUTH TO SERVE FOR OCTOBER 
Attendance Card Collection 

           Youth Side                   Center          Nursery Side        Back-Up 
AM:  Ryan Barker  Tylin Dismuke      Bryan Scott  Jacob Harrah 
PM:  Curtis Milam  Mason Mescher    Christopher Pate  Jacob Harrah 

AM ONLY - Communion Cup Collection 
Youth Section -     Carrie Ross   Back Section 1 -  Mary Kate Higgins 
Nursery Section -  James Carden  Back Section 2 -   Chase Milam 
Center Section 1 - Hunter Campbell                    Center Section 2 - James Carden 

AM & Afternoon: Restock Pencils/Attendance Cards/Straighten Songbooks 
Youth Side -    Hayley Ford           Nursery Side -  Emma Barker 
Back Section 1 - Aiden Ward           Center Section 1 - Maddie Barnett 
Back Section 2 - Deanna Hutson   Center Section 2 -  Jacob Harrah 

3355 Brunswick Road       
Memphis, TN 38133-4121 

 Ladies Day at Macon Church of Christ 
Oct. 17th - Jane McWhorter will be the speaker 

Associated Women 
for Harding 

Annual soup and 
Chili supper & pie 

auction 
Oct 24th at 6 p.m. 

White Station 
Church of Christ 

More info on foyer 
bulletin board. 

NEW LIBRARY BOOKSNEW LIBRARY BOOKSNEW LIBRARY BOOKSNEW LIBRARY BOOKS    
Sing   Cold Harbor Lectureship 2008in memory of:  Essie 
Gully by Gold Team II and Case of Easter by:  Lee Strobel 


