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“Be Strong and Courageous in 2009” Notes 
FROM TIM… 

“BE STRONG AND COURAGEOUS” – I hope you have benefited from our 2009 theme, one that I 
think was so appropriate for the situations many have faced in the past year.  Only God knows 
what challenges lay ahead of us, but let us never forget: great things happen when courageous 
people follow God!  As we begin a new year, let your faith be more “strong and courageous” than 
ever before.  

SPECIAL DAYS IN 2010 – I know calendars fill up fast, so here’s a few dates to set in stone for 
the coming year.  We hope many of these days will bring a full house in worship to God and give 
us opportunities to invite our friends and families.  Please mark them down on your personal cal-
endar as soon as possible: 

 Special Opportunities for Fellowship and Inviting Others: 

  Family Day - February 21 (start inviting now!) 

  Neighbor Day - October 31 

  5th Sunday Potlucks - January 31, May 30, August 29 

  Fall Fellowship Sundays - October 17,24,31 

 Special Dates for Encouraging Our Young People: 

  Lads-to-Leaders Weekend - April 2-4 

  Vacation Bible School - June 13-16 

HELPING PEOPLE AROUND THE WORLD – Kathy Cadden came in Monday morning and picked 
up the items we collected for Ukraine.  They will be used to make “family buckets” that will be 
handed out to poor households in Ukraine, as a gift from the churches of Christ.  Thank you for 
giving to this effort, and we trust that the name of Jesus will be glorified as a result. 

 It’s always exciting to talk to Kathy about her efforts with Operation Ukraine, as they help 
so many people all over the world.  Some recent efforts include medical items for hospitals in 
Ukraine, hospital beds given to homes that have a sick family member, and dishes for a leper col-
ony in Tajikistan. Soon, they will start collecting coats for Afghanistan and Bibles for prison min-
istry in West Tennessee.  So much good is being done in the name of Jesus by Operation Ukraine, 
and we are honored to support this work both financially and with special giving efforts such as 
this last one.  More efforts will be coming soon! 

JANUARY SERMON SERIES – In January, we will spend our Sunday mornings challenging our-
selves to greater spiritual heights through a series entitled, “In 2010, I will…”  My hope is that 
these lessons will help us set our spiritual bar a little higher for the coming year, resulting in 
greater commitment to God than we’ve ever had before.  We will begin this coming Sunday, Janu-
ary 3rd. 

Have a great New Year’s, and I look forward to beginning another year                                     
(and another decade) with our church family on Sunday morning!   



Sick/Prayer Updates                                                 
Please be sure to pick up a gold copy of the prayer/sick 

list from the focus table and remember everyone in 

your thoughts, cards, and prayers. These are updates 

since the last prayer/sick list was published Sunday. 

• Carolyn Barnett had chemo #4 on Dec. 29; she has ane-

mia and received a blood transfusion Dec. 30th. 

• Larry Dallas in in the hospital. No visitors please. 

• Toni Dismuke as she nears the birth of her baby girl. 

• Bradley Milligan left Dec. 30 for a 6 week welding job 

in San Antonio , TX 

• Donna Parrish date for surgery is January 12th at Meth-

odist Germantown at 2:30 PM. 

• Jeanette Weaver had a breast biopsy on Dec. 28 and is 

waiting for test results. 

• Irene’s mother (Zugress, Ukraine congregation) has 

incurable liver cancer and she is doing poorly. Prayers 

have been requested for her and her husband. 

bright1@ukrpost.ua) 

• Bobby Alston, father of Brittany, is doing poorly in St. 

Francis/Park with H1N1 & pneumonia.  

• Marie Cooley, Rosemark teen, was involved in a car 

accident on Dec. 7th. She is in ICU at The Med and has 

improved a little. 

• George Foltz, brother of Dee Ballantine, has terminal 

lung cancer. (1125 Oak Haven Rd, Knoxville, TN 

37166) 

• Kayla Fortner, daughter of Mike & Linda (former 

members), was in a tragic car accident Dec. 29 and was 

life-flighted to the Med. She had surgery for a broken 

femur, but no life-threatening injuries. (9300 Fir Hill Dr 

N, Lakeland, TN 38002) 

• William Gene Shelton, brother of Ruth Gobbell, has 

improved. He is in Baptist/DeSoto.   

• Evelyn Winter, Macon Road member, had open heart 

surgery Dec. 27.               

FOCUS Re-organization 
Sunday,  Jan. 24th  

Signup sheet is on the foyer table. 

EVERYONE is encouraged to join a team! 
If you have any questions about FOCUS teams,           

please see Mickey Barker. A new Prayer/Sick List and 

Visitor List is placed on the FOCUS table every Sunday. 

Please pick one up and help us send cards during these 

few weeks when we have no Focus teams in place.   

You are Invited to the Wedding ofYou are Invited to the Wedding ofYou are Invited to the Wedding ofYou are Invited to the Wedding of    

Kensey Lynne Harris and Jared Alan HallKensey Lynne Harris and Jared Alan HallKensey Lynne Harris and Jared Alan HallKensey Lynne Harris and Jared Alan Hall    

January 1st, 2010  at Seven o’clock in the eveningJanuary 1st, 2010  at Seven o’clock in the eveningJanuary 1st, 2010  at Seven o’clock in the eveningJanuary 1st, 2010  at Seven o’clock in the evening    

Great Oaks church of ChristGreat Oaks church of ChristGreat Oaks church of ChristGreat Oaks church of Christ    

Please RSVP if you plan to attendPlease RSVP if you plan to attendPlease RSVP if you plan to attendPlease RSVP if you plan to attend    

Sympathy is extended to the family of  

• Mike Davidson, stepfather of Mason Bailey, a 
close friend of Karley Harris. He died Dec. 26th 

following a battle with cancer. (2370 Brock 

Hollow Cv, Memphis, TN 38119) 

  All Ladies of the congregation  

are invited to a 

Baby Shower Brunch 

for Katherine Champion  

at home of Roberta Pledge  

Saturday, January 9th at 10:00 a.m. 

More information to follow 

DAILY BIBLE GUIDES ARE AVAILABLE 

There are new guides on the 

foyer tables to help you read the 

Old Testament, New Testament, 

or the entire Bible. Please pick 

one up and challenge yourself 

in the new year. 

We will be ordering name tags for 
our new members the first week of 
January. If anyone needs to re-
place theirs or wants a new one to 
please let us know as soon as pos-
sible. 

Guest Speaker on Sunday evening, January 3 
 

Joshua Floyd will be the guest speaker during our evening 

worship service this coming Sunday, January 3.  Joshua is a 

student at the Sunset International Bible Institute in Lub-

bock , Texas where he is training and equipping himself to 

preach the gospel.  His wife, Amanda, plans to make the trip 

to Great Oaks with him.  They have three children - Alexis, 

Joshua and Leigha. We look forward to hearing from Joshua 

as he speaks to us about ‘What Jesus Has Done for Me.”  

Room Changes for Wed., Dec 30th 

Young Adults & Home Builders 

room 116/117 

          6-8th grade girls and boys   

room 206 

9-12th grade 

room 208 



From the desk of From the desk of From the desk of From the desk of 

Robert L. BrownRobert L. BrownRobert L. BrownRobert L. Brown………… 

 Since this is our last publication for 2009, I want to ex-
press my appreciation to this congregation for the mis-
sion families we help support, the good works that have 
been done locally, the spirit of fellowship that we enjoy, 
and the meaningful worship services we have had. There 
are several folks who have been baptized, restored and/or 
placed membership with us in 2009. Les, Mary, Pear-

son and Nicholas Bonnett came to work with us this 
year. Les is doing an outstanding job with the home-
builders group, in his teaching, preaching, visiting, and 
other good works. I am thankful for all the staff and the 
works we have accomplished together. I am thankful for 
the harmony and spirit of cooperation that exists among 
our elders and deacons. I hope 2010 will be the greatest 

year yet in the work of the Lord. 

We had several of our families out of town or visiting 
with their folks last Sunday. Our young professionals 
group was noticeably slim. Yet, we were blessed with a 
good number of visitors and it was good to see them. 
Tim Alsup & Les Bonnett had good lessons to close out 
the year. Don Hutson did a good job in leading the sing-
ing for the evening service. Several of our youth, along 
with Ben McAnally and other adults, left after the morn-
ing service to go to On Solid Ground Dec. 27-30. We 
pray that they will have a good learning experience and 

fellowship. We look forward to their safe return. 

Our congratulations go to Chris Wilson who graduated 
in December from Freed-Hardeman University. We are 
proud of Chris and pray that God will bless him in the 

work of the Lord. 

It has been great to have our college students home for 
the holidays. They are an excellent group and I know 
they will be successful in their lives. I pray that they will 

remain faithful to the Lord and be active in His service. 

Well, this is the big week for the Hall & Harris families. 
Jared & Kensey will be married on New Years Day in 
our building. In the limited time that I have spent with 
Jared, I have come to appreciate his love for the Lord 
and His church, his sense of service to his fellowman, 
and a desire to be a good husband to Kensey. I have 
known Kensey all of her life and she is like a grand-
daughter to Peggy & me. She loves the Lord, and has 
been a good worker for Him. She will make Jared a good 
wife. Our prayers and best wishes are extended to them 

as they begin their lives together. 

Peggy & I wish all of you and your loved ones a happy, 

healthy New Year to be spent in working for Christ. ☺ 

Jan 3           Senior Devo after PM 

Jan 10           Parent Potluck after AM  

Jan 10           Junior Devo after PM 

Jan. 15-17      E.U. 9-12th grade -$50  

            signup on youth table 

Youth News 

 

 

 

• Bible BowlBible BowlBible BowlBible Bowl cookoutcookoutcookoutcookout for Jan. 2nd has been postponed. 

New date will be set soon.  

• Bible Bowl study classes Bible Bowl study classes Bible Bowl study classes Bible Bowl study classes – every Sunday from 4-5 PM. 

• PearlsPearlsPearlsPearls classes begin Jan. 3rd immediately following 

AM worship services from 11:30-1:30. Lunch will be 

provided. If you plan to attend this class, please pick 

up your book from the church office and study the 

first 2 chapters. This is for grades 3-12 & Les Bonnett 

will be teaching the classes. We will meet every Sun-

day for 7 weeks. The written test will be Feb. 14th. 

• Song Leading/Songs of PraiseSong Leading/Songs of PraiseSong Leading/Songs of PraiseSong Leading/Songs of Praise classes begin Jan. 6th. 

Lads to Leaders 

Debbie Peel  

6 South McLean #712 

Memphis , TN 38104 

ADDRESS 

CHANGE 

WATCH FOR KATIE !!WATCH FOR KATIE !!WATCH FOR KATIE !!WATCH FOR KATIE !!    

Our own Katie Dallas Turner Katie Dallas Turner Katie Dallas Turner Katie Dallas Turner will march in the 

Marine Corps. Band in the 2010 Rose Bowl 

parade.  There will be 10 rows and 12      

columns.  She is in the 4th row, 3rd from 

right.  She is the only female saxophone 

player and short.  They will be in dress blues, 

unless it is raining and then they will wear camouflage. 

The church  

office will be 

closed Dec. 

31st and Jan. 

1st.  



NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION       
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MEMPHIS, TN                                

PERMIT NO. 02725 

SCHEDULE: 

      Sunday Bible Study           9AM 

      Sunday Worship         10AM & 5 PM 

      Wednesday Bible Study           7PM 

PHONE: (901) 372-4449  FAX:  377-3039 

INFO-LINE:      (901) 392-0008 

MINISTERS/CELL NUMBERS: 

Pulpit - Tim Alsup  201-1341 

Involvement - Les Bonnett 592-7097 

Associate - Robert Brown 619-4469 

Youth - Ben McAnally 652-1461 

ELDERS: Robert Brown, Kenny Harris,   

  Larry Jackson, Lynn Parrish, Mark Pledge 

SECRETARIES:  

   Brenda Amon and Kelly Ward 

WEBSITE: www.greatoaks.org 

WORKS SUPPORTED: 

  ♥ Voice of Truth International 

  ♥ Tennessee Children’s Home 

  ♥ Potter Children’s Home 

  ♥ Memphis School of Preaching  

  ♥ Focus Press/Brad Harrub/Nashville 

  ♥ Church in Mezhevaya, Ukraine 

  ♥ Church in Zugress, Ukraine 

  ♥ Church in Kraz, Ukraine 

  ♥ Church in Leguan, Guyana, S.A.  

  ♥ Church in Zimbabwe/Noah Gonzo  

  ♥ Church in Costa Rica/Joaquin Rojas 

  ♥ Church in Cambodia/Andrew Hayes 

  ♥ Church in Cusco, Peru/Gary Reaves 

  ♥ Church in Brazil/Randy Short    

  ♥  Operation Ukraine/Columbus, MS  

  ♥  Christian Student Center/Memphis, TN  

For the Record 
                      Dec 27 Week       2009 Avg.      2009 Goal  

Wed (Dec 23)      225     263  300 

Bible Study         215                   263                 300  

Sun AM    365                   405                 450 

Sun PM    245*      260                 300  

Contribution     $16,968           $13,032           $13,000 

*includes 45 at OSG 

OTHERS TO SERVE MONTH OF JANUARY 

Announcements: Kenny Harris (Mark Pledge back-up)  

Lord’s Supper:   Jeremy Andrews*, Sandy Abrams, Larry Baker, Mickey Barker, 

            Chuck Barnett*, Billy Ringold, Jimmy Grinder, Jeff Baskin 

Ushers:                Randy Anderson, Cliff McKinney, Rick Arnett, Steve Grinder 

Greeters:             Larry & Pattye Jackson-main, David & Debbie Higgins-main,                   

             Lonnie & Marilyn Gaither-Ed./Gym, Don & Lois Adams - Brunswick,  

             Norris & Glenda Bruff, Michael Shirley-back-up        

Lock Building:    Matt Phillips (back-up Jeremy Andrews) 

Sound System:   Sun AM: Matt Phillips Sun PM/Wed: Joe Blalock 

Prepare Communion:  Robert and Peggy Brown 

SERVING – January 3, 2010 

Song Leaders:          AM: Robert Brown                  PM: Floyd Weaver 

Communion Devotional:   Joe Gillentine 

Prayers:               AM Opening: Hugh Roberts        AM Closing: Leo Campbell 

                              PM Opening:   Norris Bruff        PM Closing: Gary Green 

Scripture Reading   AM:  Stephen Grinder               PM : Brooks Champion 

Nursery Attendants  

Babies AM Sandy Love/Cathy Ross                    PM Kaye Janes/Wanda Coats  

Toddlers AM Sandy & Katie Love                         PM Karen & Keeley Baskin  

YOUTH TO SERVE FOR JANUARY 

Attendance Card Collection 

           Youth Side                   Center          Nursery Side        Back-Up 

AM:  Pearson Bonnett  Tylin Dismuke      James Carden  Jacob Harrah 

PM:  Bryan Scott  James Carden       Mason Mescher       Jacob Harrah 

AM ONLY - Communion Cup Collection 

Youth Section -     Macie Mae McAnally  Back Section 1 -  Pearson Bonnett 

Nursery Section -  DeAnna Harrah  Back Section 2 -   Nicholas Bonnett 

Center Section 1 - Emma Barker                    Center Section 2 - Emma Barker 

AM & Afternoon: Restock Pencils/Attendance Cards/Straighten Songbooks 

Youth Side -    Ivy Ward            Nursery Side -  Jacob Harrah 

Back Section 1 - Aiden Ward           Center Section 1 - Mary Kate Higgins 

Back Section 2 - Aiden Ward   Center Section 2 -  Mary Kate Higgins 

3355 Brunswick Road       

Memphis, TN 38133-4121 

 


