
Weekly Newsletter From                                      
Great Oaks church of Christ 

 Vol. 20 No. 1 – January 6, 2010 

 Notes 
FROM TIM… 

BEFORE WE MOVE FORWARD, ONE LAST GLANCE BACK AT 2009 – Over the past 12 months, 
God once again blessed this congregation with a wonderful year of working for Him.  Here’s a few 
things I will remember about Great Oaks in ’09… 

2009 was the year we kept on giving.  In an economy that was hit hard at the end of 2008, we had 
no idea what to expect giving-wise in 2009.  Our eldership went ahead and set our weekly goal at 
$13,000 per week…and the giving spirit of this congregation has been amazing!  Thanks to your 
generosity, we not only met that weekly goal (averaging $13,032), but we also increased our 
mission support, had our usual special giving drives (and a few extra ones), and even increased 
our ministry staff!  Giving has always been part of the fabric of this congregation, and that has 
rarely shown more than in 2009. 

2009 was the year we added an Involvement Minister.  With many new faces at Great Oaks, we again 
were feeling the challenge of getting everyone ‘plugged in.’  So in September of this year, Les  
Bonnett began working with Great Oaks as a part-time involvement minister who also is help-
ing with our Homebuilders age-group.  Les is a talented teacher who enjoys building relation-
ships, and he’s already a great asset to our work. 

2009 was the year we sent the Reaves family to Peru.  Early in 2009, Great Oaks agreed to oversee 
the Reaves family as they would begin their work in Peru in November.  The months prior to that 
(July through October) were special for us, as Gary, Jennifer, Logan, and Brody were here at 
Great Oaks getting to know the congregation.  We were blessed by their friendship as well as 
Gary’s teaching.  It was a wonderful start to what we hope will be many years of God blessing our 
relationship with the Reaves family. 

2009 was a year we kept growing.  Numbers-wise, it was another great year for our church family.  
Here’s the trend of the past few years… 

        Sun AM    Sun School  Sun PM     Wed PM  Giving 

 2009  405      263      260         263  $13,032 

 2008  387      253      248         254  $12,228 

 2007  369      242      243         243  $13,450 

 2006  346      240      230         228  $10,856 

Other victories to celebrate from 2009… We added four new deacons to help lead ministries.  We be-
gan our first-ever year-round college age program of Bible classes and activities.  We had 508 
souls present for Family Day on February 22nd, the 3rd largest assembly in our history.  We had a 
successful L2L season studying from the Book of Joshua.  We had our first ever youth PURE day 
on October 17th to encourage sexual purity.  We resumed weekly Thursday morning men’s prayer 
sessions.  Stephen Grinder and Grace Pinkston did a great job as summer youth interns.  We saw 
great growth in our Homebuilders age group.  We grew closer together in the return of our Fall 
Fellowship.  We saw the church in Costa Rica double their building size.  We continued to        
increase our service to the community, through special drives and projects.  We saw our Pre-
school grow and grow.  We challenged ourselves to “Be Strong and Courageous.”   

Truly, God has blessed us.  And with greater opportunity comes greater responsibility.  Let us enter 
2010 with greater resolve to grow in faith, seek and save souls, and see what more we can do for 
God.  I look forward to another great year! 



Sick/Prayer Updates                                                 
Please be sure to pick up a gold copy of the prayer/sick 
list from the focus table and remember everyone in 
your thoughts, cards, and prayers. These are updates 
since the last prayer/sick list was published Sunday. 

• Carolyn Barnett had chemo #4 on Dec. 29; she has ane-

mia and received a blood transfusion Dec. 30th. 

• John & Nathalia Brown family - John’s court hearing 

is Jan. 5th. Cards and letters can be sent to John Brown, 

311 W South St, Hernando, MS 38632.  

• Larry Dallas is home from the hospital and undergoing 

outpatient therapy.  

• Toni Dismuke as she nears the birth of her baby girl. 

• Joe Gillentine is doing better and his platelet count is 

up.   

• Donna Parrish’s surgery is January 12th at Methodist 

Germantown at 2:30 PM. 

• Ceriece Grinder, aunt of Steve Grinder, has cancer. 

• Allison Hubbard, 5 yr old granddaughter of Len & 

Kathy, will have an MRI on Feb. 15th. 

 

Please remember these families in your daily prayers. 

FOCUS Re-organization 
Sunday,  Jan. 24th  

Signup sheet is on the foyer table. 

EVERYONE is encouraged to join a team! 
If you have any questions about FOCUS teams,           

please see Mickey Barker.  
A new Prayer/Sick List and Visitor List is placed on the  FOCUS 
table every Sunday. Please pick one up and help us send cards dur-

ing these few weeks when we have no Focus teams in place.   

Welcome New Members! 

Kevin & Jules Redd met with the elders and have placed 
their membership here with us at Great Oaks.  They will 
be featured in next week’s bulletin.  Please welcome them 
into the Great Oaks family! 5643 Heartwood Dr , Bartlett , 
TN 38135   cells – Kevin 406-8394  Jules (817) 542-4560 

Sympathy is extended to the family of Sympathy is extended to the family of Sympathy is extended to the family of Sympathy is extended to the family of     
Bobby Alston, father of Brittany Alston and grandson of 

Warlene Smith (frequent visitor) who died Dec. 31st. Ser-

vices were in Halls, TN on Jan. 2nd. In lieu of flowers, dona-

tions for his funeral expenses can be made to Great Oaks. 

(Brittany’s address is in the membership directory. Warlene Smith, 344 

Smith Road, Halls, TN 38040   (731) 413-1040 cell) 

Roger Armstrong, friend of Mike & Carol Smith, died Dec. 

30 due to bone & prostate cancer.  

   
 

All Ladies of the congregation are invited to a 
Baby Shower Brunch 

for Katherine Champion 
Saturday, January 9th at 10:00 a.m. 

 at home of Roberta Pledge  
She is registered at Babies-R-Us and Target.     

Her colors are black and white with pink.   
The baby’s name will be Mia Lucille Champion. 

(Due to limited space, ladies only please.) 

Ladies Planning Meeting 

Tuesday, January 19th  

at the home of Pattye  

Jackson at 6:30 p.m. 

Please sign up as soon as 

possible and bring a finger 

food to share. 

Meetings for Monday, January 11th 
6:30  Education  Committee 
7:30  Elders/Deacons/Preachers 

Jan. 31       Worship/Fellowship/Worship 

Wednesday Night Fellowship MealWednesday Night Fellowship MealWednesday Night Fellowship MealWednesday Night Fellowship Meal    

January 20th at 5:45 p.m.January 20th at 5:45 p.m.January 20th at 5:45 p.m.January 20th at 5:45 p.m.    

$3.50 Adults/$1.50 for kids under 12$3.50 Adults/$1.50 for kids under 12$3.50 Adults/$1.50 for kids under 12$3.50 Adults/$1.50 for kids under 12    

We will have a fajita bar. Be sure to sign 
your family up if you can come. We also 

need some ladies to bring desserts.  

CONGRATULATIONS CONGRATULATIONS CONGRATULATIONS CONGRATULATIONS ---- HAYLEY FORD HAYLEY FORD HAYLEY FORD HAYLEY FORD    

Harding Cordova 5th and 6th graders recently partici-

pated in the school’s annual spelling bee. Sixth grader 

Hayley Ford won and advanced to the Memphis-Shelby 

County Spelling Bee in February at the University of Mem-

phis. Congratulations, Hayley! (See the bulletin board for 

her newspaper article.) 



From the desk of From the desk of From the desk of From the desk of 
Robert L. BrownRobert L. BrownRobert L. BrownRobert L. Brown………… 

Last week was a busy week for many people. Some of our 
folks were having family in for New Year’s Day, while 
others were on the road to see their folks. The Hall family 
and the Harris family had a busy week in preparation for 
the wedding on Jan. 1. Kenny, Donna, Kensey, Karley,  
Jared, and some friends worked hard in decorating our 
auditorium, putting up lights outside, decorating the fellow-
ship hall/gym, and preparing the refreshments for the recep-
tion. Everything was beautiful. I have never seen a prettier 
wedding. Our children, and many others in which I have 
been involved, had a nice wedding, but they would not 
compare to this one. Our best wishes are extended to Jared 
and Kensey as they begin their life as husband and wife. 
They will live in Nashville during his internship. Then, 

they will decide where they want to live. 

Last Sunday was a wonderful way to begin the year. We 
had good attendance and contributions. We were blessed 
with a good number of visitors. It was good to see these 
folks. We were happy to have some of our members back 
who had been sick. This time of year we have more sick-
ness that any other. Tim Alsup had a good sermon in 
which he challenged us to spend more time with God this 
year by reading the scriptures, spending more time in 
prayer, and attending all of the services of the church. I 
hope each of us will resolve to do these things. Joshua 
Floyd was the speaker for the evening service. He and his 
wife, Amanda, live in Texas. He and Lynn Parrish told how 
Joshua had turned his life around and became a Christian. 
He is attending Sunset International Bible Institute at pre-
sent. Hopefully, hearing about the changes in his life will 
be encouraging to everyone who heard him. If you would 
like a recording of the lesson, it will be available. Floyd 
Weaver led the singing for the evening service. After the 
evening service, Kevin & Jules Redd met with the elders 
to place their membership with us. Kevin is the son of Har-
old Redd who preaches for the Mid-town congregation. 
Jules is the sister of Joshua Wyatt who preaches for the 
Rosemark congregation. Make a point to welcome them to 

Great Oaks. 

Our youth and those who are working with them have be-

gun their training for the L2L convention in Nashville. This 

program offers many different opportunities for growth in 

speaking, reading, singing, and leadership in general. Their 

improvement in various areas is noticeable when they take 

part in our services. I salute everyone who has a part in this 

training. ☺ 

 

 

 
• Bible Bowl cookout Saturday, Jan. 9th at the 

home of Michael & Amy Shirley. Please meet at 
the building at 3:30 PM to ride in the van.  

• Bible Bowl study classes – every Sunday at 
4:00 p.m. 

• Pearls in the Old Fellowship Hall from 11:30-
1:30 every Sunday.  Study chapter 3 & 4 this 
week. 

•  Song Leading/Songs of Praise classes begin 
Wednesday, Jan. 5th. Boys are in room 207 and 
girls in 209. 

DAILY BIBLE GUIDES ARE AVAILABLE 
There are new guides on the foyer tables to help you read 

the Old Testament, New Testament, or the entire Bible.  

PARENTS, WE NEED YOUR HELP!! 

Last Sunday one of our older members was knocked 

down by a running child. Fortunately, no bones were 

broken and he seemed to be uninjured. Others have 

reported to the elders that children had run into them. 

Some of the elders have had children run into them, 

run between them and the visitors they were meeting, 

etc. The auditorium, foyer, and hallways are not 

places to run. If children want to run, they should go 

to the gym where it will be safer for them and every-

one else. Please take the responsibility for your child 

or children. It would be appreciated greatly and hope-

fully, no one will get hurt.                             The Elders 

 

Expiration Date: 00/00/00 
 

Youth News 
 

 

Jan 10         Parent Potluck after AM - For parents (and 

         their children) of all 5th - 12th graders. Please 

         bring a dish to share.  We will plan the schedule 

         for the first 4 months of 2010. See Ben for more 

         information. 

Jan 10         Junior Devo after PM at the building-$3/pizza. 

Jan. 15-17    E.U. 9-12th grade -$35 for everyone who signed 

         up in 2009; $45 for everyone else who signs up in 

         2010 - youth and adults. We will leave the building 

         at 5 PM. Bring sleeping bags, towel, Bible, tooth 

         brush & paste, money for 3 meals and please eat 

         before you come. Sign-up on youth table. 

Jan 17          Kids Devo at the building (5th grade & under) 

Lads to Leaders 
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MEMPHIS, TN                                
PERMIT NO. 02725 

SCHEDULE: 
      Sunday Bible Study           9AM 

      Sunday Worship         10AM & 5 PM 

      Wednesday Bible Study           7PM 

PHONE: (901) 372-4449  FAX:  377-3039 

INFO-LINE:      (901) 392-0008 

MINISTERS/CELL NUMBERS: 
Pulpit - Tim Alsup  201-1341 

Involvement - Les Bonnett 592-7097 

Associate - Robert Brown 619-4469 

Youth - Ben McAnally 652-1461 

ELDERS: Robert Brown, Kenny Harris,   

  Larry Jackson, Lynn Parrish, Mark Pledge 

SECRETARIES:  
   Brenda Amon and Kelly Ward 

WEBSITE: www.greatoaks.org 
WORKS SUPPORTED: 
  ♥ Voice of Truth International 

  ♥ Tennessee Children’s Home 

  ♥ Potter Children’s Home 

  ♥ Memphis School of Preaching  

  ♥ Focus Press/Brad Harrub/Nashville 

  ♥ Church in Mezhevaya, Ukraine 

  ♥ Church in Zugress, Ukraine 

  ♥ Church in Kraz, Ukraine 

  ♥ Church in Leguan, Guyana, S.A.  

  ♥ Church in Zimbabwe/Noah Gonzo  

  ♥ Church in Costa Rica/Joaquin Rojas 

  ♥ Church in Cambodia/Andrew Hayes 

  ♥ Church in Cusco, Peru/Gary Reaves 

  ♥ Church in Brazil/Randy Short    

  ♥  Operation Ukraine/Columbus, MS  

  ♥  Christian Student Center/Memphis, TN  

For the Record 
                      Dec 27 Week       2010 Avg.      2010 Goal  
Wed (Dec 23)      236     236  TBA 

Bible Study         291                   291                 TBA  

Sun AM    423                   423                 TBA 

Sun PM          TBA  

Contribution     $15,139           $15,139              TBA 

OTHERS TO SERVE MONTH OF JANUARY 
Announcements: Kenny Harris (Mark Pledge back-up)  

Lord’s Supper:   Jeremy Andrews*, Sandy Abrams, Larry Baker, Mickey Barker, 

            Chuck Barnett*, Billy Ringold, Jimmy Grinder, Jeff Baskin 

Ushers:                Randy Anderson, Cliff McKinney, Rick Arnett, Steve Grinder 

Greeters:             Larry & Pattye Jackson-main, David & Debbie Higgins-main,                   

             Lonnie & Marilyn Gaither-Ed./Gym, Don & Lois Adams - Brunswick,  

             Norris & Glenda Bruff, Michael Shirley-back-up        

Lock Building:    Matt Phillips (back-up Jeremy Andrews) 

Sound System:   Sun AM: Matt Phillips             Sun PM/Wed: Joe Blalock 

Prepare Communion:  Robert and Peggy Brown 

SERVING – January 10, 2010 
Song Leaders:          AM: Robert Brown                  PM: Joshua Gravelle 
Communion Devotional:   John Carey 

Prayers:               AM Opening: Jerry Nabors         AM Closing: Charles Earle 

                              PM Opening:   Ford Colclasure  PM Closing: Bill Hardman 

Scripture Reading   AM:  Cody Garrett              PM : Christopher Kelly 

Nursery Attendants  
Babies AM Holley Kiihnl/Laurel McAdams        PM Lois Adams/Charlene Parsons  

Toddlers AM Lyn & Bobbie Kyle                  PM Regina & Tessa McKinney  

YOUTH TO SERVE FOR JANUARY 
Attendance Card Collection 

           Youth Side                 Center          Center                   Nursery Side        Back-Up 
AM:  James Carden Ryan Barker       Pearson Bonnett     Christopher Pate  Christopher Kelly 

PM:  Tylin Dismuke Mason Mescher Christopher Kelly    Jacob Harrah        

AM ONLY - Communion Cup Collection 
Youth Section -     Macie Mae McAnally  Back Section 1 -  Jacob Harrah 

Nursery Section -  Morris Montgomery Back Section 2 -   Deanna Harrah 

Center Section 1 - Emma Barker                    Center Section 2 - Emma Barker 

AM & Afternoon: Restock Pencils/Attendance Cards/Straighten Songbooks 
Youth Side -    Ivy Ward            Nursery Side -  John Brown Jr. 

Back Section 1 - Mary Kate Higgins           Center Section 1 - Deanna Hutson 

Back Section 2 - Mary Kate Higgins   Center Section 2 -  Deanna Hutson 

3355 Brunswick Road       

Memphis, TN 38133-4121 

The family of Burton Shearin greatly appreciates the do-
nation made in his honor to the Bolivar Rotary Club. Dad 
was an active member for many years. Thanks again, 
Michael Shearin 

2010 Opportunity2010 Opportunity2010 Opportunity2010 Opportunity    

We still need 14 

volunteers to lock 

up the building or 

be the backup for 

locking the build-

ing. Sign up in 

the foyer if you 

can help.  


