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 Notes 
FROM TIM… 

“IN 2010, I WILL BRING SOULS CLOSER TO GOD” – Continuing the spirit of the new year, can 
we challenge ourselves to help at least one soul each day grow closer to God?  Let’s open our eyes 
more to those around us, and show patience in helping people one step at a time.  Through con-
versations, encouragement, and kindness, we can shine our Christian lights on every soul that 
God brings into our path.   

FAMILY DAY IS ABOUT A MONTH AWAY!  Our first “Invitation Sunday” of 2010 is set for Febru-
ary 21st: Great Oaks’ Family Day.  This is usually our largest Sunday morning attendance of 
the year, and wouldn’t it be great to again see over 500 souls gathered in worship to God?  This is 
a special opportunity for each of us to invite our family members to come visit with us at Great 
Oaks; of course you are welcome to invite friends, neighbors, or co-workers as well.  Our visitors 
are also invited to join us for a potluck lunch and an early afternoon service to follow the meal.  

Flyers are in the lobby.  Be inviting! 

BUT BEFORE WE GET TO FAMILY DAY… Our first 5th Sunday Potluck of 2010 is less than 
two weeks away!  On January 31st, we will have a potluck lunch followed by an early afternoon 
service that will consist mostly of worship in song.  These potluck days are great days for building 
relationships, both within our church family and with our visitors.  Make plans to be here.   

CONTINUING TO PRAY FOR HAITI – The devastating earthquake in Haiti has caught everyone’s 
attention, and the painful scenes on television leave most of us wanting to help somehow.  If you’d 
like to contribute to relief efforts in Haiti run by the churches of Christ, you may still bring money 
to the office marked for that purpose.  We are also now collecting items which will be used for per-
sonal hygiene kits (see list inside this bulletin), but we need them by Sunday.  Most of all, please 
continue praying that God will ease the hurting and somehow bring a measure of good out of this 
difficult time.  

FOCUS RE-ORGANIZATION IS THIS SUNDAY NIGHT!  If you haven’t already, sign up to be part 
of our 2010 FOCUS teams!  You will get to know other members of the congregation better, you 
will be able to help send more cards of encouragement, and your faith will grow.  We start it all off 
this coming Sunday night with a finger food/dessert potluck after the evening worship. 

Another Lord’s Day is just around the corner – another day of Bible study, heartfelt wor-
ship, and valuable fellowship.  I look forward to seeing you here!   

Please extend a hearty “welcome back” to Brian and Teresa Hatley.  They 
recently met with the elders and made known their decision to worship and 
work with us in the Lord’s service here at Great Oaks.  Brain and Teresa 
have been married for 24 years and have one son, Ian, who is a sophomore 
at the University of Oklahoma .  Brian is employed at Stratas Foods in their 
Research and Development department and Teresa is a Dialysis Nurse with 
Fresenius.  We are thankful for their return to the Great Oaks family! 

7675 Barker Woods Rd 
Arlington , TN 38002  

Cells-(B) 378-2128 (T) 378-1228   

WELCOME BACK!-Brian and Teresa Hatley 



Sick/Prayer Updates                                                 
Please be sure to pick up a gold copy of the prayer/sick 

list from the focus table and remember everyone in 

your thoughts, cards, and prayers. These are updates 

since the last prayer/sick list was published Sunday. 

• Carolyn Barnett as she continues her chemo. 
• John & Nathalia Brown family - John’s court hearing 

is Feb. 2nd (DATE CHANGE) A group will be going 
from Great Oaks to Hernando, MS to support John.  
John Brown, 311 W South St, Hernando, MS 38632.  

• Katherine Champion as she nears the birth of her 
daughter. 

• Ginger Coleman had successful surgery on Tuesday, 
January 19th. She is home recovering. 

• Jeff Baskin has been very sick this week. 
• Ken Dean will have a heart cath Jan. 21st at Baptist. 
• DeAnna Harrah had successful surgery on Jan. 19th. 

She is in LeBonheur room 6416 & hopes to go home by 
Jan. 21st. She is recovering well. 

• Dorothy Hill is in Baptist East room 2443.   
• Larry Dallas had an MRI Jan. 20th. 
• Donna Parrish is at home recovering from her surgery. 
• Kayla Sheldon had an ultrasound Jan. 20th and test re-

sults will are due Jan. 21st. She may have an ulcer.  
• Jimmy Lankford’s MRI was rescheduled for March. 

Please remember these families in your daily prayers. 

FOCUS ReFOCUS ReFOCUS ReFOCUS Re----organizationorganizationorganizationorganization    
Sunday,  Jan. 24th after the evening service 

Please sign-up and join a FOCUS team! 
We still need FOCUS leaders. If you are interested, please 
see Mickey Barker. Please bring a finger food or dessert. 

A new Prayer/Sick List and Visitor List is placed on the  FOCUS table 

every Sunday. Please pick one up and help us send cards during these 

few weeks when we have no Focus teams in place.   

Responding to the Invitation 
Sunday, January 17th 

• Sandy Lankford came forward asking for for-

giveness and the continued prayers of the 

church. 

• Johnny Craft came forward stating that he 

had sinned and asked for the prayers of the 

church.   

Let’s remember to encourage and pray for 

both Sandy and Johnny. 

singles getsingles getsingles getsingles get----together together together together     

for all adult singlesfor all adult singlesfor all adult singlesfor all adult singles    

January 23rd  at 6:00 

at the home of Les & Mary 

Bonnett. Sign-up list is in 

the foyer. Please bring a finger food. 

This event is for adults only please.This event is for adults only please.This event is for adults only please.This event is for adults only please. 

Welcome New Members! 

Stephen and Jennifer Meredith met with the eld-

ers Wednesday night, January 13th, 2010 and would 

like to place membership with us here at Great Oaks. 

They will be featured in an upcoming bulletin. (885 
Federal Ridge Rd, #202, Collierville, TN 38017) 

“30 Days with Jesus”   
$6 per book– signup sheet is in the foyer.  

We will be reading it beginning in Febru-

ary and again towards the end of the year. 

Costa Rica  

Planning Meeting  
Jan. 31st  following afternoon 

worship service (about 1:30 PM)  

in the Library.  

PTA (ages 55+)  

2010 Planning Meeting  
Friday, Jan. 29th at  6:30 PM in room 

201/203  

Please bring  a sacked lunch for your dinner. 

No signup sheet is necessary for this event. 

All Ladies of the congregation are invited to a All Ladies of the congregation are invited to a All Ladies of the congregation are invited to a All Ladies of the congregation are invited to a     

Baby Shower for Angela Douglas Baby Shower for Angela Douglas Baby Shower for Angela Douglas Baby Shower for Angela Douglas     

and her son, Bryce Camden Douglasand her son, Bryce Camden Douglasand her son, Bryce Camden Douglasand her son, Bryce Camden Douglas    

Sunday, January 24Sunday, January 24Sunday, January 24Sunday, January 24thththth at 3 PM  at 3 PM  at 3 PM  at 3 PM     

She is registered at Target & BabiesShe is registered at Target & BabiesShe is registered at Target & BabiesShe is registered at Target & Babies----RRRR----Us.Us.Us.Us.    

Bryce was born on December 4th, 2009 Bryce was born on December 4th, 2009 Bryce was born on December 4th, 2009 Bryce was born on December 4th, 2009     

Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!    

To Toni Dismuke  

on the birth of her daughter,  Jae’den Kiaira was born 
January 19th at Methodist Germantown. She weighs 7 

lb, 12 oz and was 20.5” long. She is in room 313N & 

hopes to go home Jan. 21st. All are doing well, especially 

the proud grandparents, Anthony & Kim Dismuke and 

her aunt and uncle, Tikayla and Tylin. 



From the desk of From the desk of From the desk of From the desk of 

Robert L. BrownRobert L. BrownRobert L. BrownRobert L. Brown………… 

The 3rd Annual Soma Fundraising Dinner 

February 6th, 2010 at 6:00 PM  
hosted by the Bartlett Woods Church of Christ.   

Tickets for this event can be purchased from Kenny Harris 
or by calling the Christian Student Center at 901-452-
1717.  Tickets are $35 for adults, $20 for students, and $10 
for children twelve and under.   

• Bible Bowl study classes – every Sunday at 4:00 
p.m. 

• Pearls in the Old Fellowship Hall from 11:30-1:30 
every Sunday.  Study Chapters 5-6 for this week. 

• Friday, January 22 is THE DEADLINE. All 
registration, event changes and hotel rooms MUST 

be finalized. No changes can be made after that 

date. All pre-convention events must be turned in 

as soon as possible. If you have an event you would 

like to judge at convention, please let Brenda know. 

HAITIAN RELIEF EFFORT 
Please bring in any items that you can  

as soon as you can.   
You may put your items in the church lobby. 

• Money to buy bulk food items (beans, rice, etc) 
• 5 gallon buckets with lid 
• Emergency candles (can be found at Dollar Tree) 
      (No votive candles or tea lights) 
• Small boxes of matches (can be found at Dollar Tree) 
• Aim Toothpaste 
• $1 Toothbrush or 2 for $1 (can be found at Dollar Tree) 
      (No packs of 6 toothbrushes for a dollar.) 
• Flashlights LED 3-4” (from Autozone about $2.50) 
• Creamy petroleum jelly lotion in a tube (Dollar Tree or 

Rite Aid) 
• Clothes line rope  (Dollar Tree) 
• Feminine pads (small packages, no panty liners) – need 

5,000 packages (Always, Stay Free and Equate are good 
brands) 

• 2 ½ gallon Ziploc bags, need 500 
• 10 cases of commercial grade toilet paper 
• Paring knives (Walmart, 97 cents) 
• Cheap steak knifes  
• Metal tablespoons – need 2,000 
• Dark cheap towels ($1.88 at Walmart or 2.50 @ Freds) 
      (No nice, thick ones…hard to wash by hand) 

. I know it sounds like a broken record (older folks will un-
derstand), but we had another outstanding day at Great 
Oaks. The attendance was down a little from the previous 
week, but it was good. We were blessed with a good num-
ber of visitors. I appreciate our greeters and all others who 
make a point to meet and welcome them. I hope each of us 
will make a point to greet as many people as we can. Tim 
had two good lessons as usual. The morning lesson dealt 
with bringing souls closer to God. The evening lesson was 
about Matthew’s account of Jesus, the Messiah, and how 
He would make it possible for the church to be established. 
He intends to cover the other Gospels in the coming weeks. 
Josh Warne did a great job in leading the songs that Mark 
Baker had picked out. Mark was sick and Josh stepped in to 
do the job. Brian & Teresa Hatley were introduced at the 
morning service. They are former members who have re-
turned to us. I have known Brian all of his life, and known 
Teresa for many years. They have a son, Ian, who is a stu-
dent at Oklahoma University. At the evening service, 
Johnny Craft and Sandy Lankford came forward to ad-
mit wrongs in their lives and ask for the prayers of the 
church. We appreciate their desire to be right with the Lord. 

After the evening service there was a meeting of parents, 
some youth, and others who are interested in our youth 
group. They are planning to have a Teen night in our gym 
once a month for the Jr. High and the Sr. High. The first 
meeting will be with both groups. After that, each group 
will have their own outings. A list of rules and regulations 
were presented for approval. I appreciate the work of the 
Kellys and the McKinneys regarding this program. 

Our FOCUS groups re-organization will be after the eve-
ning service on Jan. 24 in the gym/fellowship hall. There is 
a sign-up sheet for those who want to be in this good work 
but have not committed yet. We will be divided into small 
groups that will meet at scheduled times for fellowship and 
to receive the opportunity sheets. I appreciate the good 
work that Mickey & Michelle Barker and Brenda Amon 
do for this program. 

I regretted to learn of the death of Esther Ray, a long time 
member of Macon Road. Her house burned during the night 
recently and she died of smoke inhalation. Her funeral will 
be Friday, Jan. 22nd 2 PM at Macon Road’s building. The 
visitation will be Noon-2 PM. 

Youth News 

Lads 2 Leaders 

Thursday, January 21 

Fireside Chat @ McAnally’s  

5:45-7:45 PM  

(8-12th grade) 

Bring your bible and  

thoughts for discussion. 

Finger foods will be provided. 



NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION       
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MEMPHIS, TN                                

PERMIT NO. 02725 

SCHEDULE: 
      Sunday Bible Study           9AM 
      Sunday Worship         10AM & 5 PM 
      Wednesday Bible Study           7PM 
PHONE: (901) 372-4449  FAX:  377-3039 
INFO-LINE:      (901) 392-0008 
MINISTERS/CELL NUMBERS: 
Pulpit - Tim Alsup  201-1341 
Involvement - Les Bonnett 592-7097 
Associate - Robert Brown 619-4469 
Youth - Ben McAnally 652-1461 
ELDERS: Robert Brown, Kenny Harris,   
  Larry Jackson, Lynn Parrish, Mark Pledge 
SECRETARIES:  
   Brenda Amon and Kelly Ward 
WEBSITE: www.greatoaks.org 
WORKS SUPPORTED: 
  ♥ Voice of Truth International 
  ♥ Tennessee Children’s Home 
  ♥ Potter Children’s Home 
  ♥ Memphis School of Preaching  
  ♥ Focus Press/Brad Harrub/Nashville 
  ♥ Church in Mezhevaya, Ukraine 
  ♥ Church in Zugress, Ukraine 
  ♥ Church in Kraz, Ukraine 
  ♥ Church in Leguan, Guyana, S.A.  
  ♥ Church in Zimbabwe/Noah Gonzo  
  ♥ Church in Costa Rica/Joaquin Rojas 
  ♥ Church in Cambodia/Andrew Hayes 
  ♥ Church in Cusco, Peru/Gary Reaves 
  ♥ Church in Brazil/Randy Short    
  ♥  Operation Ukraine/Columbus, MS  
  ♥  Christian Student Center/Memphis, TN  

For the Record 
                      Jan 17 Week       2010 Avg.      2010 Goal  
Wed (Jan 10)      260     252  300 
Bible Study         280*    298                 300  
Sun AM    421*                 425                450 
Sun PM    259    278  300  
Contribution       $12,988 $13,671              n/a 
  *Includes 20 at Evangelism University 

OTHERS TO SERVE MONTH OF JANUARY 
Announcements: Kenny Harris (Mark Pledge back-up)  
Lord’s Supper:   Jeremy Andrews*, Sandy Abrams, Larry Baker, Mickey Barker, 
            Chuck Barnett*, Billy Ringold, Jimmy Grinder, Jeff Baskin 
Ushers:                Randy Anderson, Cliff McKinney, Rick Arnett, Steve Grinder 
Greeters:             Larry & Pattye Jackson-main, David & Debbie Higgins-main,                   
             Lonnie & Marilyn Gaither-Ed./Gym, Don & Lois Adams - Brunswick,  

             Norris & Glenda Bruff, Michael Shirley-back-up        

Lock Building:    Matt Phillips (back-up Jeremy Andrews) 
Sound System:   Sun AM: Matt Phillips             Sun PM/Wed: Joe Blalock 
Prepare Communion:  Robert and Peggy Brown 

SERVING – January 24, 2010 
Song Leaders:          AM: Robert Brown                  PM: Don Hutson 
Communion Devotional:   Craig Collier 
Prayers:               AM Opening: Joe Blalock           AM Closing: Lonnie Gaither 
                              PM Opening:   Andre Miller       PM Closing: Nathan Hubbard 
Scripture Reading   AM: Alex Carey              PM : Carter Milam 

Nursery Attendants  
Babies AM Melinda Smock & Donnita Craft PM Debbie Higgins & Cathy Miller 
Toddlers AM Angel Milam/Sheree Mott                PM Cathy Miller/Mandy Noble  

YOUTH TO SERVE FOR JANUARY 
Attendance Card Collection 

           Youth Side                 Center          Center                   Nursery Side        Back-Up 
AM:  James Carden Ryan Barker       Pearson Bonnett     Christopher Pate  Christopher Kelly 
PM:  Tylin Dismuke Mason Mescher Christopher Kelly    Jacob Harrah        

AM ONLY - Communion Cup Collection 
Youth Section -     Macie Mae McAnally  Back Section 1 -  Jacob Harrah 
Nursery Section -  Morris Montgomery Back Section 2 -   Deanna Harrah 
Center Section 1 - Emma Barker                    Center Section 2 - Emma Barker 

AM & Afternoon: Restock Pencils/Attendance Cards/Straighten Songbooks 
Youth Side -    Ivy Ward            Nursery Side -  John Brown Jr. 
Back Section 1 - Mary Kate Higgins           Center Section 1 - Deanna Hutson 

Back Section 2 - Mary Kate Higgins   Center Section 2 -  Deanna Hutson 

3355 Brunswick Road       
Memphis, TN 38133-4121 

Junior/Senior High 

Youth Night will be 

held on Saturday, 

January 30th 7-10 

PM in the Great 

Oaks gym.  Bring 

your   favorite snack 

to share with friends.  

Great Oaks, it is hard not to tear up when I think of all you’ve done for 

and been to us. You are the greatest church family we’ve ever experi-

enced. I’ve never seen a more loving group of people. We love and 

appreciate you very much and thank you for all that you do for every-

one! The Dismuke Family                                                                       

YOUNG ADULTS PLANNING FELLOWSHIP YOUNG ADULTS PLANNING FELLOWSHIP YOUNG ADULTS PLANNING FELLOWSHIP YOUNG ADULTS PLANNING FELLOWSHIP ---- Great Oaks  Great Oaks  Great Oaks  Great Oaks 

Gym on Sat. Jan. 23rd Gym on Sat. Jan. 23rd Gym on Sat. Jan. 23rd Gym on Sat. Jan. 23rd ---- see Rick Knox for more info. see Rick Knox for more info. see Rick Knox for more info. see Rick Knox for more info.    


