
Hope in God

Our Theme for 2017

Psalm 42:5,11
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Psalms 42:5
5 Why are you in despair, O my soul?

And why have you become 
disturbed within me?

Hope in God, for I shall again 
praise Him

For the help of His presence.



Our Question this morning: 
what gives us strong hope, even 

when we see our own shortcomings? 
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1 John 5:13
13 These things I have written to you 

who believe in the name of the Son of 
God, so that you may know that you 

have eternal life.



Some Thoughts from Romans 3

1) We are not good enough to have 
hope in ourselves.
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Romans 3:19-23
19 Now we know that whatever the Law 
says, it speaks to those who are under 
the Law, so that every mouth may be 
closed and all the world may become 

accountable to God;



Romans 3:19-23
20 because by the works of the Law no 

flesh will be justified in His sight; 
for through the Law comes the 

knowledge of sin.



Romans 3:19-23
21 But now apart from the Law the

righteousness of God has been 
manifested, being witnessed by the 

Law and the Prophets,



Romans 3:19-23
22 even the righteousness of God 

through faith in Jesus Christ for all 
those who believe; for there is no 

distinction;



Romans 3:19-23
23 for all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God,



Some Thoughts from Romans 3

2) We are saved as a gift
by His grace.
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Romans 3:24-26
24 being justified as a gift by His grace 
through the redemption which is in 

Christ Jesus;



Romans 3:24-26
25 whom God displayed publicly as a 

propitiation in His blood through faith. 
This was to demonstrate His 

righteousness, because in the 
forbearance of God He passed over 

the sins previously committed;



Romans 3:24-26
26 for the demonstration, I say, of His 
righteousness at the present time, so 
that He would be just and the justifier 

of the one who has faith in Jesus.



My Hope is Built on 
Nothing Less…

…than Jesus’ Blood and 
Righteousness
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Ephesians 2:8-10
8 For by grace you have been saved 

through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God;



Ephesians 2:8-10
9 not as a result of works, 
so that no one may boast.



Ephesians 2:8-10
10 For we are His workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand so 

that we would walk in them.



Romans 9:31-32
31 but Israel, pursuing a law of 
righteousness, did not arrive 

at that law. 
32 Why? Because they did not pursue it

by faith, but as though it were by 
works. …



Some Thoughts from Romans 3

➢ Does this mean there is nothing 
we must do?
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Acts 2:37-38
37 Now when they heard this, they 

were pierced to the heart, and said to 
Peter and the rest of the apostles, 

“Brethren, what shall we do?” 
38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and 

each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins; and you will receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit.



James 2:26
26 For just as the body without the
spirit is dead, so also faith without 

works is dead.



James 2:24
24 You see that a man is justified by 

works and not by faith alone.



Some Thoughts from Romans 3

➢ Does this discourage people from 
working for the Lord?
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1 Corinthians 15:10
10 But by the grace of God I am what I 
am, and His grace toward me did not 
prove vain; but I labored even more 
than all of them, yet not I, but the 

grace of God with me.



Mark 12:29-30
29 Jesus answered, “The foremost is, 

‘HEAR, O ISRAEL! THE LORD OUR GOD

IS ONE LORD; 
30 AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD

WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR

SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH

ALL YOUR STRENGTH.’



My Hope is Built on 
Nothing Less…

…than Jesus’ Blood and 
Righteousness
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Nothing Less: 
The Blood of Christ…

…is powerful enough to 
cover all sins.

Im
age fro

m
: w

w
w

.ligh
tsto

ck.co
m



1 John 2:1-2
1 My little children, I am writing these 
things to you so that you may not sin. 

And if anyone sins, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous; 

2 and He Himself is the propitiation for 
our sins; and not for ours only, but also 

for those of the whole world.



Nothing Less: 
The Blood of Christ…

…is the only price that can be paid 
for my soul.
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1 Peter 1:18-19
18 knowing that you were not 

redeemed with perishable things like 
silver or gold from your futile way of 
life inherited from your forefathers, 

19 but with precious blood, 
as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, 

the blood of Christ.



Nothing Less: 
The Blood of Christ…

…brings me into covenant with God 
and His promises.
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Matthew 26:27-28
27 And when He had taken a cup and 

given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

28 for this is My blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many for 

forgiveness of sins.



Nothing Less: 
The Blood of Christ…
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Hebrews 10:19-22
19 Therefore, brethren, since we have 

confidence to enter the holy place
by the blood of Jesus,



Hebrews 10:19-22
20 by a new and living way which He 
inaugurated for us through the veil, 

that is, His flesh, 
21 and since we have a great priest 

over the house of God,



Hebrews 10:19-22
22 let us draw near with a sincere heart 

in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled clean from an evil 
conscience and our bodies washed 

with pure water.



The Great Promise of the Gospel:

➢ If I will stay connected with the 
blood of Jesus, His righteousness

covers me!
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Galatians 3:26-27
26 For you are all sons of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus. 

27 For all of you who were
baptized into Christ have clothed 

yourselves with Christ.



1 John 1:9

9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and righteous to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.


