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The Church in Process
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Introduction to 1 Corinthians
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1 Corinthians 1:1-2
1 Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus 

Christ by the will of God, and 
Sosthenes our brother,



1 Corinthians 1:1-2
2 To the church of God which is at 
Corinth, to those who have been 

sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by 
calling, with all who in every place call 
on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

their Lord and ours:



Introduction to 1 Corinthians

That reminds us of grace, because 
they still had lots to work out.
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What God Thinks About Division
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1 Corinthians 1:10-13
10 Now I exhort you, brethren, by the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you 
all agree and that there be no divisions 

among you, but that you be made 
complete in the same mind and in the 

same judgment.



1 Corinthians 1:10-13
11 For I have been informed concerning 

you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, 
that there are quarrels among you.



1 Corinthians 1:10-13
12 Now I mean this, that each one of 

you is saying, “I am of Paul,” 
and “I of Apollos,” and “I of Cephas,” 

and “I of Christ.”



1 Corinthians 1:10-13
13 Has Christ been divided? Paul was 

not crucified for you, was he? Or were 
you baptized in the name of Paul?



John 17:20-23
20 “I do not ask on behalf of these 

alone, but for those also who believe 
in Me through their word;



John 17:20-23
21 that they may all be one; even as 

You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that 
they also may be in Us, so that the 

world may believe that You sent Me.



John 17:20-23
22 The glory which You have given Me I 
have given to them, that they may be 

one, just as We are one;



John 17:20-23
23 I in them and You in Me, that they 

may be perfected in unity, so that the 
world may know that You sent Me, 
and loved them, even as You have 

loved Me.



What God Thinks About Division

God does not want His church 
to be divided, and God cares

deeply about His church.
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Matthew 16:18
18 I also say to you that you are Peter, 

and upon this rock I will build My 
church; and the gates of Hades 

will not overpower it.



Ephesians 5:25-27
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as 

Christ also loved the church and gave 
Himself up for her, 

26 so that He might sanctify her, having 
cleansed her by the washing of water 

with the word, 



Ephesians 5:25-27
27 that He might present to Himself the 
church in all her glory, having no spot 
or wrinkle or any such thing; but that 

she would be holy and blameless.



1 Corinthians 3:9-10
9 For we are God’s fellow workers;
you are God’s field, God’s building.

10 According to the grace of God which 
was given to me, like a wise master 

builder I laid a foundation, and another 
is building on it. But each man must be 

careful how he builds on it.



1 Corinthians 3:16-17
16 Do you not know that you are a 

temple of God and that the Spirit of 
God dwells in you? 

17 If any man destroys the temple of 
God, God will destroy him, for the 

temple of God is holy, and that 
is what you are.



What Can We Do About It?

1) Let’s try to be God’s 
undenominational church here.
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What Can We Do About It?

2) If there is division, let’s make sure 
it’s because others have changed from 

God’s plan, not us. 
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1 John 2:19
19 They went out from us, but they 

were not really of us; for if they had 
been of us, they would have remained 

with us; but they went out, 
so that it would be shown that 

they all are not of us. 



1 Corinthians 11:18-19
18 For, in the first place, when you come 

together as a church, I hear that 
divisions exist among you; and in 

part I believe it. 
19 For there must also be factions 

among you, so that those who are 
approved may become evident 

among you. 



What Can We Do About It?

3) Let’s encourage everyone to pursue 
biblical Christianity.
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What Can We Do About It?

4) Let’s make sure we show an example 
of unity in ourselves.
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1 Corinthians 1:10
10 Now I exhort you, brethren, by the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you 
all agree and that there be no divisions 

among you, but that you be made 
complete in the same mind and in the 

same judgment.



God is serious about unity, 
so we must be also!

Im
ages fro

m
: w

w
w

.ligh
tsto

ck.co
m



Acts 2:37-38
37 Now when they heard this, they 

were pierced to the heart, and said to 
Peter and the rest of the apostles, 

“Brethren, what shall we do?”



Acts 2:37-38
38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and 

each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 

sins; and you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit.



1 John 1:9
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful 

and righteous to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.


