
Getting Ready for a 
New Year
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Helping Us 
Face 

Difficulty:

Knowing the 
Bookends 

of Scripture 
and Life
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Genesis and 
the World we 
are Born Into

The Lesson of 
Genesis 1-3: 

Sin has broken
everything.



Genesis 1:1
1 In the beginning God created the 

heavens and the earth.



Genesis 1:31
31 God saw all that He had made, and 
behold, it was very good. And there 
was evening and there was morning, 

the sixth day.



Genesis 3:8
8 They heard the sound of the LORD God 
walking in the garden in the cool of the 

day, and the man and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of the 

LORD God among the trees of the 
garden.



Genesis 3:12
12 The man said, “The woman whom 
You gave to be with me, she gave me 

from the tree, and I ate.”



Genesis 3:16-17
16 To the woman He said,

“I will greatly multiply
Your pain in childbirth,

In pain you will bring forth children;
Yet your desire will be for your 

husband,
And he will rule over you.”



Genesis 3:16-17

…Cursed is the ground because of you;
In toil you will eat of it

All the days of your life.



Genesis 3:22-23
22 Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the 

man has become like one of Us, 
knowing good and evil; and now, he 
might stretch out his hand, and take 

also from the tree of life, and eat, and 
live forever”—



Genesis 3:22-23
23 therefore the LORD God sent him out 
from the garden of Eden, to cultivate 
the ground from which he was taken.



Genesis 2:16-17
16 The LORD God commanded the man, 
saying, “From any tree of the garden 

you may eat freely; 17 but from the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil you 

shall not eat, for in the day that you eat 
from it you will surely die.”



Genesis and 
the World we 
are Born Into

This gives us 
the anchor of 

humility.



Revelation 
and the 

World we are 
Destined For

The lesson of 
Revelation 21-

22: God renews
everything.



Revelation 21
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new 

earth; for the first heaven and the first 
earth passed away, and there is no 

longer any sea.



Revelation 21
3 And I heard a loud voice from the 

throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle 
of God is among men, and He will 

dwell among them, and they shall be 
His people, and God Himself will be 

among them,



Revelation 21:25-27

25 In the daytime (for there will be no 
night there) its gates will never be 

closed; 
26 and they will bring the glory and the 

honor of the nations into it; 



Revelation 21:25-27

27 and nothing unclean, and no one 
who practices abomination and lying, 
shall ever come into it, but only those 

whose names are written in the Lamb’s 
book of life.



Revelation 22:1-3

1 Then he showed me a river of the 
water of life, clear as crystal, coming 
from the throne of God and of the 

Lamb,



Revelation 22:1-3

2 in the middle of its street. On either 
side of the river was the tree of life, 

bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding 
its fruit every month; and the leaves of 

the tree were for the healing of the 
nations.



Revelation 22:1-3

3 There will no longer be any curse; and 
the throne of God and of the Lamb will 

be in it, and His bond-servants will 
serve Him;



Revelation 
and the 

World we are 
Destined For

This gives us 
the anchor of 

hope.



Romans 8:18

18 For I consider that the sufferings of 
this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that is to be 

revealed to us.



Isaiah 65:17

17 “For behold, I create new heavens 
and a new earth;

And the former things will not be 
remembered or come to mind.



Changing the 
World’s 

Trajectory

The “hinge” 
that changes it 
all: Christ and 

the Cross.



1 John 3:8

8 the one who practices sin is of the 
devil; for the devil has sinned from the 
beginning. The Son of God appeared 

for this purpose, to destroy the works 
of the devil.



Galatians 3:13

13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of 
the Law, having become a curse for 

us—for it is written, “CURSED IS EVERYONE

WHO HANGS ON A TREE”—



1 Peter 2:24

24 and He Himself bore our sins in His 
body on the cross, so that we might die 
to sin and live to righteousness; for by 

His wounds you were healed.



John 3:16

16 “For God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish, but have eternal life.



Changing the 
World’s 

Trajectory

This gives us 
the anchor of 

knowing we are 
loved.



Between the 
bookends, let’s 
live by the 
cross!


