
Hope in God

Our Theme for 2017

Psalm 42:5,11
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Psalms 42:5
5 Why are you in despair, O my soul?

And why have you become 
disturbed within me?

Hope in God, for I shall again 
praise Him

For the help of His presence.



Hearing about Jesus in Luke 2
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Hearing about Jesus in Luke 2

➢God chose for Jesus’ entrance to 
be one of humility.
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Luke 2:1-7
1 Now in those days a decree went out 
from Caesar Augustus, that a census be 

taken of all the inhabited earth.
2 This was the first census taken while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria.



Luke 2:1-7
3 And everyone was on his way to 

register for the census, each to 
his own city.



Luke 2:1-7
4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, 

from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to 
the city of David which is called 

Bethlehem, because he was of the 
house and family of David,



Luke 2:1-7
5 in order to register along with Mary, 

who was engaged to him, 
and was with child.



Luke 2:1-7
6 While they were there, the days were 

completed for her to give birth.



Luke 2:1-7
7 And she gave birth to her firstborn 
son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, 
and laid Him in a manger, because 

there was no room for them in the inn.



Luke 2:8-14
8 In the same region there were some

shepherds staying out in the fields and 
keeping watch over their flock by night.



Luke 2:8-14
9 And an angel of the Lord suddenly 
stood before them, and the glory of 

the Lord shone around them; and they 
were terribly frightened.



Luke 2:8-14
10 But the angel said to them, “Do not 
be afraid; for behold, I bring you good 
news of great joy which will be for all 

the people;



Luke 2:8-14
11 for today in the city of David there 

has been born for you a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord.



Luke 2:8-14
12 This will be a sign for you: you will 

find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying 
in a manger.”



Luke 2:8-14
13 And suddenly there appeared with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly 

host praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest,

And on earth peace among men with 
whom He is pleased.”



Hearing about Jesus in Luke 2

➢Those who knew and    
celebrated Jesus’ arrival: 

Angels
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Luke 2:15-20
15 When the angels had gone away 

from them into heaven, the shepherds 
began saying to one another, “Let us 

go straight to Bethlehem then, and see 
this thing that has happened which the 

Lord has made known to us.”



Luke 2:15-20
16 So they came in a hurry and found 

their way to Mary and Joseph, and the 
baby as He lay in the manger.



Luke 2:15-20
17 When they had seen this, they made 
known the statement which had been 

told them about this Child.



Luke 2:15-20
18 And all who heard it wondered at the 

things which were told them by the 
shepherds.



Luke 2:15-20
19 But Mary treasured all these things, 

pondering them in her heart.



Luke 2:15-20
20 The shepherds went back, 

glorifying and praising God for all that 
they had heard and seen, just as had 

been told them. 



Hearing about Jesus in Luke 2

➢Those who knew and    
celebrated Jesus’ arrival: 

Shepherds
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Hearing about Jesus in Matthew 2
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Matthew 2:1-2
1 Now after Jesus was born in 

Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 
Herod the king, magi from the east 

arrived in Jerusalem, saying, 
2 “Where is He who has been born King 
of the Jews? For we saw His star in the 
east and have come to worship Him.”



Hearing about Jesus in Matthew 2

➢Those who knew and    
celebrated Jesus’ arrival: 

Magi from the East
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Hearing about Jesus in Matthew 2

➢Those who knew but reacted 
differently:

Herod and all Jerusalem
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Matthew 2:3-8
3 When Herod the king heard this,      
he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 

with him.



Matthew 2:3-8
4 Gathering together all the chief 

priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Messiah 

was to be born.



Matthew 2:3-8
5 They said to him, “In Bethlehem of 

Judea; for this is what has been written 
by the prophet:

6 ‘AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH,
ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS

OF JUDAH;
FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH A RULER

WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.’”



Matthew 2:3-8
7 Then Herod secretly called the magi 
and determined from them the exact 

time the star appeared.



Matthew 2:3-8
8 And he sent them to Bethlehem and 
said, “Go and search carefully for the 
Child; and when you have found Him, 
report to me, so that I too may come 

and worship Him.”



Matthew 2:9-12
9 After hearing the king, they went 

their way; and the star, which they had 
seen in the east, went on before them 
until it came and stood over the place

where the Child was.



Matthew 2:9-12
10 When they saw the star, they 

rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.



Matthew 2:9-12
11 After coming into the house they saw 

the Child with Mary His mother; and 
they fell to the ground and worshiped 

Him. Then, opening their treasures, 
they presented to Him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh.



Matthew 2:9-12
12 And having been warned by God

in a dream not to return to Herod, the 
magi left for their own country by 

another way.



Two Things to Notice

1) Those who see Him clearly know 
it is worth seeking for Jesus!
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1 John 4:14
14 We have seen and testify that the 

Father has sent the Son to be the 
Savior of the world.



Matthew 16:24
24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If 
anyone wishes to come after Me, he 
must deny himself, and take up his 

cross and follow Me.



Two Things to Notice

2) Why such celebration? Jesus
would change everything!
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2 Corinthians 5:17-19
17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is
a new creature; the old things passed 
away; behold, new things have come.



2 Corinthians 5:17-19
18 Now all these things are from God, 
who reconciled us to Himself through 

Christ and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation,



2 Corinthians 5:17-19
19 namely, that God was in Christ 

reconciling the world to Himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, 
and He has committed to us the word 

of reconciliation.



Putting My Hope in the Right Place: 

Have I allowed Jesus to change me?
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Receiving God’s Salvation

Be Baptized Be Baptized into Christ  (Acts 2:38, Rom. 6:3-4)

Confess Confess faith in Christ (Romans 10:9-10)

Repent Repent/Turn to Christ  (Acts 3:19)

Believe Believe in Christ (John 8:24)

Hear Hear about Christ (Rom. 10:17)



Galatians 6:2
2 Bear one another’s burdens, and 

thereby fulfill the law of Christ.


