
Difficult Questions 

from 1 Corinthians

Did Paul Endorse Slavery?
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1 Corinthians 7:21-24

21 Were you called while a slave? 

Do not worry about it; but if you are 

able also to become free, 

rather do that.



1 Corinthians 7:21-24

22 For he who was called in the Lord 

while a slave, is the Lord’s 

freedman; likewise he who was 

called while free, is Christ’s slave.



1 Corinthians 7:21-24

23 You were bought with a price; do 

not become slaves of men. 
24 Brethren, each one is to remain 

with God in that condition in which 

he was called.
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1) Roman slavery was 

different from 

American slavery.

➢Roman slavery wasn’t 

racially-based.
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1) Roman slavery was 

different from 

American slavery.

➢Slaves weren’t segregated

from society.
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1) Roman slavery was 

different from 

American slavery.

➢Slaves could earn money and 

buy their freedom.

It was rarely for an entire life.
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1) Roman slavery was 

different from 

American slavery.

➢Reasons for becoming a slave 

were different.
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1 Corinthians 7:21-24

21 Were you called while a slave? 

Do not worry about it; but if you are 

able also to become free, rather do 

that.



1 Corinthians 7:21-24

22 For he who was called in the Lord 

while a slave, is the Lord’s 

freedman; likewise he who was 

called while free, is Christ’s slave.



1 Corinthians 7:21-24

23 You were bought with a price; do 

not become slaves of men. 
24 Brethren, each one is to remain 

with God in that condition in which 

he was called.



2) The Bible condemns

several characteristics of 

American slavery.Im
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➢ At least 3 things the Bible 

says are sinful:

1) Enslaving is sinful.
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1 Timothy 1:9-10

9 realizing the fact that law is not 

made for a righteous person, but for 

those who are lawless and 

rebellious, for the ungodly and 

sinners, for the unholy and profane, 

for those who kill their fathers or 

mothers, for murderers



1 Timothy 1:9-10

10 and immoral men and 

homosexuals and kidnappers and 

liars and perjurers, and whatever 

else is contrary to sound teaching,



1 Timothy 1:9-10

10 for the sexually immoral, 

for those practicing homosexuality, 

for slave traders and liars and 

perjurers—and for whatever else is 

contrary to the sound doctrine  

(NIV)



1 Timothy 1:9-10

10 the sexually immoral, men who 

practice homosexuality, enslavers, 

liars, perjurers, and whatever else is 

contrary to sound doctrine,

(ESV)



Deuteronomy 24:7

7 “If a man is caught kidnapping any 

of his countrymen of the sons of 

Israel, and he deals with him 

violently or sells him, then that thief 

shall die; so you shall purge the evil 

from among you.



2) Racism is sinful.
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➢ At least 3 things the Bible 

says are sinful:



Genesis 1:27

27 God created man in His own 

image, in the image of God He 

created him; male and female He 

created them.



Acts 17:26

26 and He made from one man 

every nation of mankind to live on 

all the face of the earth, …



1 Samuel 16:7

7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do 

not look at his appearance or at the 

height of his stature, because I 

have rejected him; for God sees not 

as man sees, for man looks at the 

outward appearance, but the LORD 

looks at the heart.”



Acts10:34-35

34 Opening his mouth, Peter said:

“I most certainly understand now

that God is not one to show 

partiality, 35 but in every nation the 

man who fears Him and does what 

is right is welcome to Him.



Revelation 7:9

9 After these things I looked, and 

behold, a great multitude which no 

one could count, from every nation 

and all tribes and peoples and 

tongues, standing before the throne 

and before the Lamb, clothed in 

white robes, and palm branches 

were in their hands;



3) Mistreating others is sinful.
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➢ At least 3 things the Bible 

says are sinful:



Matthew 7:12

12 “In everything, therefore, treat 

people the same way you want 

them to treat you, for this is the Law 

and the Prophets.



➢This was always taught, 

even to “masters.”
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➢ At least 3 things the Bible 

says are sinful:



Job 31:13-15 

13 “If I have despised the claim of 

my male or female slaves

When they filed a complaint 

against me,



Job 31:13-15 

14 What then could I do when 

God arises?

And when He calls me to account, 

what will I answer Him?



Job 31:13-15 

15 “Did not He who made me in the 

womb make him,

And the same one fashion us in the 

womb?



Ephesians 6:5-9

5 Slaves, be obedient to those who 

are your masters according to the 

flesh, with fear and trembling, in the 

sincerity of your heart, as to Christ; 
6 not by way of eyeservice, as men-

pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, 

doing the will of God from the heart.



Ephesians 6:5-9

7 With good will render service, as 

to the Lord, and not to men, 
8 knowing that whatever good thing 

each one does, this he will receive 

back from the Lord, whether slave 

or free.



Ephesians 6:5-9

9 And masters, do the same things 

to them, and give up threatening, 

knowing that both their Master and 

yours is in heaven, and there is no 

partiality with Him.



Colossians 3:22-4:1

22 Slaves, in all things obey those 

who are your masters on earth, not 

with external service, as those who 

merely please men, but with 

sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.



Colossians 3:22-4:1

23 Whatever you do, do your work 

heartily, as for the Lord rather than 

for men,



Colossians 3:22-4:1

24 knowing that from the Lord you 

will receive the reward of the 

inheritance. It is the Lord Christ 

whom you serve.



Colossians 3:22-4:1

25 For he who does wrong will 

receive the consequences of the 

wrong which he has done, and that 

without partiality.



Colossians 3:22-4:1

1 Masters, grant to your slaves 

justice and fairness, knowing that 

you too have a Master in heaven.



2) The Bible condemns

several characteristics of 

American slavery.Im
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This is a big reason that 

Bible-believers often led the way 

in condemning

New-World-style slavery.



3) Giving Christian principles 

for a social situation doesn’t 

endorse all forms of it.Im
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Another example: 

Submission to Rulers



Romans 13:1

1 Every person is to be in subjection 

to the governing authorities. For 

there is no authority except from 

God, and those which exist are 

established by God.



3) Giving Christian principles 

for a social situation doesn’t 

endorse all forms of it.Im
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➢Christianity was aiming at 

spiritual things!



Galatians 3:28

26 For you are all sons of God 

through faith in Christ Jesus. 
27 For all of you who were baptized 

into Christ have clothed yourselves 

with Christ. 



Galatians 3:28

28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, 

there is neither slave nor free man, 

there is neither male nor female; for 

you are all one in Christ Jesus.



Did Paul Endorse Slavery?

1) Roman slavery was different than 

American slavery.

2) The Bible condemns several 

characteristics of American slavery.

3) Giving Christian principles for a 

social situation doesn’t endorse all 

forms of it.



Galatians 3:26-27

26 For you are all sons of God 

through faith in Christ Jesus. 
27 For all of you who were baptized 

into Christ have clothed yourselves 

with Christ. 


