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What must it have been like to 
receive a letter from Paul?



The Nature of Paul’s Letters
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Paul’s letters were inspired by God, 
and thus considered Scripture.



1 Corinthians 14:37
37 If anyone thinks he is a prophet or 
spiritual, let him recognize that the 
things which I write to you are the 

Lord’s commandment. 
38 But if anyone does not recognize this, 

he is not recognized.



2 Thessalonians 2:15

15 So then, brethren, stand firm and 
hold to the traditions which you were 
taught, whether by word of mouth or 

by letter from us.



2 Peter 3:15-16
15 …; just as also our beloved brother 
Paul, according to the wisdom given 
him, wrote to you, 16 as also in all his

letters, speaking in them of these 
things, in which are some things hard 

to understand, which the untaught and 
unstable distort, as they do also the 
rest of the Scriptures, to their own 

destruction.



The Nature of Paul’s Letters
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Paul used a secretary, and signed
his own greeting at the end.



Romans 16:22

22 I, Tertius, who write this letter, 
greet you in the Lord.



2 Thessalonians 2:2

2 that you not be quickly shaken from 
your composure or be disturbed either 
by a spirit or a message or a letter as if 
from us, to the effect that the day of 

the Lord has come.



2 Thessalonians 3:17

17 I, Paul, write this greeting with my 
own hand, and this is a distinguishing 

mark in every letter; this is the 
way I write.



Galatians 6:11

11 See with what large letters I am 
writing to you with my own hand. 



The Cost of Paul’s Letters?
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Romans - $2275
1 Cor - $2108
2 Cor - $1408
Gal - $722
Eph - $770
Phil - $515
Col - $502

1 Thess - $484
2 Thess - $255

1 Tim – $554
2 Tim – $202

Tit – $233
Philemon -

$101



The Nature of Paul’s Letters
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The letters were read aloud in the 
churches, and then passed along.



Colossians 4:16

16 When this letter is read among you, 
have it also read in the church of the 

Laodiceans; and you, for your part read 
my letter that is coming from Laodicea. 



1 Thessalonians 5:27

26 Greet all the brethren with 
a holy kiss. 

27 I adjure you by the Lord to have this 
letter read to all the brethren.



From the Congregation’s 
Perspective
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➢ They would hear how 
Paul was doing.



1 Corinthians 16:5-9

5 But I will come to you after I go 
through Macedonia, for I am going 

through Macedonia; 
6 and perhaps I will stay with you, or 

even spend the winter, so that you may 
send me on my way wherever I may go.



1 Corinthians 16:5-9

7 For I do not wish to see you now just
in passing; for I hope to remain with 

you for some time, if the Lord permits.



1 Corinthians 16:5-9

8 But I will remain in Ephesus 
until Pentecost; 

9 for a wide door for effective service
has opened to me, and there are many 

adversaries.



From the Congregation’s 
Perspective

Im
ages fro

m
: w

w
w

.ligh
tsto

ck.co
m

➢ They would hear his thoughts on 
various teachings and people.



1 Corinthians 15:12

12 Now if Christ is preached, that He 
has been raised from the dead, how do 

some among you say that there is no 
resurrection of the dead? 



1 Corinthians 5:1

1 It is actually reported that there is 
immorality among you, and immorality 

of such a kind as does not exist even 
among the Gentiles, that someone 

has his father’s wife.



Colossians 4:17

17 Say to Archippus, “Take heed to the 
ministry which you have received in 

the Lord, that you may fulfill it.”



Philippians 4:2

2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to 
live in harmony in the Lord. 



1 Corinthians 16:15-18

15 Now I urge you, brethren (you know 
the household of Stephanas, that they 
were the first fruits of Achaia, and that 

they have devoted themselves for 
ministry to the saints), 

16 that you also be in subjection to such 
men and to everyone who helps in the 

work and labors.



1 Corinthians 16:15-18

17 I rejoice over the coming of 
Stephanas and Fortunatus and 

Achaicus, because they have supplied 
what was lacking on your part. 

18 For they have refreshed my spirit 
and yours. Therefore acknowledge 

such men.



1 Corinthians 16:19-20

19 The churches of Asia greet you. 
Aquila and Prisca greet you heartily in 

the Lord, with the church that is in 
their house. 

20 All the brethren greet you. 
Greet one another with a holy kiss.



From the Congregation’s 
Perspective
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➢ We must remember they were 
an oral culture much more 

than we are.



A Letter For Us?
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These letters are not to us, 
but they are certainly for us –

we must listen!


