
1 Corinthians 15:58
58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, 

be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, 

knowing that your toil is not in
vain in the Lord.
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The Church in Process
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The Resurrection of Christ
in 1 Corinthians 15
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1 Corinthians 15:12
12 Now if Christ is preached, that He 

has been raised from the dead, 
how do some among you say that 

there is no resurrection of the dead?



The Resurrection of Christ
in 1 Corinthians 15
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A common temptation: 
Intellectualism



Matthew 22:23
23 On that day some Sadducees (who 
say there is no resurrection) came to 

Jesus and questioned Him,



Acts 17:32
32 Now when they heard of the 

resurrection of the dead, some began
to sneer, but others said, “We shall 

hear you again concerning this.”



1 Corinthians 15:35ff
35 But someone will say, “How are the 
dead raised? And with what kind of 

body do they come?” 
36 You fool! That which you sow does 

not come to life unless it dies; …



➢ How important is the 
resurrection?
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1) It’s of first importance to the 
gospel – v. 1-4.



1 Corinthians 15:1-4
1 Now I make known to you, brethren, 

the gospel which I preached to you, 
which also you received, 
in which also you stand,



1 Corinthians 15:1-4
2 by which also you are saved, if you 

hold fast the word which I preached to 
you, unless you believed in vain.



1 Corinthians 15:1-4
3 For I delivered to you as of first 

importance what I also received, that 
Christ died for our sins according 

to the Scriptures,



1 Corinthians 15:1-4
4 and that He was buried, and that He 
was raised on the third day according 

to the Scriptures,



➢ How important is the 
resurrection?
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2) Faith is vain without it – v. 13-19.



1 Corinthians 15:13-19
13 But if there is no resurrection of the 
dead, not even Christ has been raised; 

14 and if Christ has not been raised, 
then our preaching is vain, 

your faith also is vain.



1 Corinthians 15:13-19
15 Moreover we are even found to be
false witnesses of God, because we 
testified against God that He raised 

Christ, whom He did not raise, 
if in fact the dead are not raised.



1 Corinthians 15:13-19
16 For if the dead are not raised, 
not even Christ has been raised; 

17 and if Christ has not been raised, 
your faith is worthless; you are 

still in your sins.



1 Corinthians 15:13-19
18 Then those also who have fallen 

asleep in Christ have perished. 
19 If we have hoped in Christ in this life 

only, we are of all men most 
to be pitied.



What This Chapter Teaches Us
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1) Like Paul, let us never be 
ashamed of our faith in the 

resurrection.



What This Chapter Teaches Us
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➢ The “fool” theme in 
1 Corinthians:



1 Corinthians 1:18-19
18 For the word of the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God. 
19 For it is written,

“I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE,
AND THE CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER I WILL

SET ASIDE.”



1 Corinthians 1:27
27 but God has chosen the foolish
things of the world to shame the wise, 
and God has chosen the weak things of 
the world to shame the things which 
are strong,



1 Corinthians 4:10
10 We are fools for Christ’s sake, 
but you are prudent in Christ; 
we are weak, but you are strong; 
you are distinguished, but we are 
without honor.



Romans 1:16
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
for it is the power of God for salvation 
to everyone who believes, to the Jew 

first and also to the Greek.



What This Chapter Teaches Us
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2) Christians trade fear of death for 
victory over death.



1 Corinthians 15:54-57
54 But when this perishable will have 

put on the imperishable, and this 
mortal will have put on immortality, 

then will come about the saying that is 
written, “DEATH IS SWALLOWED

UP in victory.



1 Corinthians 15:54-57
55 O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O 

DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?”



1 Corinthians 15:54-57
56 The sting of death is sin, and the 

power of sin is the law; 
57 but thanks be to God, who gives us 

the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.



What This Chapter Teaches Us
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3) The resurrection should give us a 
sense of purpose and motivation.



1 Corinthians 15:58
58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, 

be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, 

knowing that your toil is not in
vain in the Lord.



Resurrection is at the heart of 
the gospel!
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Romans 6:4

4 Therefore we have been buried with 
Him through baptism into death, so 

that as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, so we 

too might walk in newness of life.



Acts 2:37-38
37 Now when they heard this, they 

were pierced to the heart, and said to 
Peter and the rest of the apostles, 

“Brethren, what shall we do?” 
38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and 

each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness 

of your sins; and you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit.



1 John 1:9
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful 

and righteous to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.


