
Courage to Lead
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Our starting passage for 
tonight: Acts 4-5
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Acts 4:1-3
1 As they were speaking to the people, 

the priests and the captain of the 
temple guard and the Sadducees 

came up to them, 
2 being greatly disturbed because they 

were teaching the people and 
proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection 

from the dead. 



Acts 4:1-3

3 And they laid hands on them and put 
them in jail until the next day, for it was 

already evening.



Acts 4:11-13

11 He is the STONE WHICH WAS REJECTED by 
you, THE BUILDERS, but WHICH BECAME THE

CHIEF CORNER stone.



Acts 4:11-13

12 And there is salvation in no one else; 
for there is no other name under 

heaven that has been given among 
men by which we must be saved.”



Acts 4:11-13

13 Now as they observed the 
confidence of Peter and John and 

understood that they were uneducated 
and untrained men, they were amazed, 
and began to recognize them as having 

been with Jesus.



Acts 4:18-20

18 And when they had summoned 
them, they commanded them not to 

speak or teach at all in the 
name of Jesus.



Acts 4:18-20

19 But Peter and John answered and 
said to them, “Whether it is right in the 
sight of God to give heed to you rather 

than to God, you be the judge; 
20 for we cannot stop speaking about 

what we have seen and heard.”



Acts 5:17-18

17 But the high priest rose up, along 
with all his associates (that is the sect 

of the Sadducees), and they were 
filled with jealousy. 

18 They laid hands on the apostles and 
put them in a public jail.



Acts 5:27-29

27 When they had brought them, they 
stood them before the Council. The 

high priest questioned them,



Acts 5:27-29

28 saying, “We gave you strict orders 
not to continue teaching in this name, 
and yet, you have filled Jerusalem with 
your teaching and intend to bring this 

man’s blood upon us.”



Acts 5:27-29

29 But Peter and the apostles answered, 
“We must obey God rather than men.



Acts 5:40-42

40 They took his advice; and after 
calling the apostles in, they flogged 

them and ordered them not to speak in 
the name of Jesus, and then

released them.



Acts 5:40-42

41 So they went on their way from the 
presence of the Council, rejoicing that 
they had been considered worthy to 

suffer shame for His name.



Acts 5:40-42

42 And every day, in the temple and 
from house to house, they kept right 

on teaching and preaching Jesus 
as the Christ.



How can we develop 
such courage?
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A Goal We Should Have For 
Ourselves

Im
age fro

m
: ligh

tsto
ck.co

m

God wants us to grow into
spiritual leaders!



Matthew 5:16

16 Let your light shine before men in 
such a way that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father 

who is in heaven.



Hebrews 5:12

12 For though by this time you ought to 
be teachers, you have need again for 

someone to teach you the elementary 
principles of the oracles of God, and 
you have come to need milk and not 

solid food.



A Goal We Should Have For 
Ourselves
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Spiritual leadership is about more 
than talents…

so what does it mean?



How Spiritual Leaders Are Built
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1) Spiritual 
leaders don’t let 

others decide 
how they 

should act.



Galatians 1:10

10 For am I now seeking the favor of 
men, or of God? Or am I striving to 
please men? If I were still trying to 
please men, I would not be a bond-

servant of Christ.



How Spiritual Leaders Are Built
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➢ Do Christians 
care what 

people think?



2 Corinthians 8:21

21 for we have regard for what is 
honorable, not only in the sight of the 

Lord, but also in the sight of men.



How Spiritual Leaders Are Built
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➢ But we don’t 
let others’ 

disapproval 
hold us back 

if we are 
doing right.



How Spiritual Leaders Are Built
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2) Spiritual 
leaders have 

their heart set
on following

God.



2 Corinthians 5:9

9 Therefore we also have as our 
ambition, whether at home or absent, 

to be pleasing to Him.



1 Kings 11:4

4 For when Solomon was old, his wives 
turned his heart away after other gods; 
and his heart was not wholly devoted 

to the LORD his God, as the heart of 
David his father had been.



1 Kings 14:8

8 and tore the kingdom away from the 
house of David and gave it to you—yet 
you [Jeroboam] have not been like My 

servant David, who kept My 
commandments and who followed Me 
with all his heart, to do only that which 

was right in My sight;



1 Kings 15:3

3 He walked in all the sins of his father 
which he [Abijah] had committed 
before him; and his heart was not 

wholly devoted to the LORD his God, 
like the heart of his father David.



Matthew 22:37

37 And He said to him, “‘YOU SHALL LOVE

THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, 
AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL

YOUR MIND.’ 



A Heart Decision:
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I will be a follower of 
Christ no matter 
what others do.


