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Paul

Paul is one of God’s greatest 
transformation stories!
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Acts 7:58
58 When they had driven him out of 

the city, they began stoning him; and 
the witnesses laid aside their robes at 
the feet of a young man named Saul.



Saul, Before Acts 7



Acts 22:27-28
27 The commander came and said to 

him, “Tell me, are you a Roman?” 
And he said, “Yes.” 

28 The commander answered, “I 
acquired this citizenship with a large 
sum of money.” And Paul said, “But I 

was actually born a citizen.”



Saul, Before Acts 7

•Born a Roman citizen



Acts 21:37-39
37 As Paul was about to be brought 

into the barracks, he said to the 
commander, “May I say something to 

you?” And he said, “Do you know 
Greek?



Acts 21:37-39
38 Then you are not the Egyptian who 
some time ago stirred up a revolt and 

led the four thousand men of the 
Assassins out into the wilderness?”



Acts 21:37-39
39 But Paul said, “I am a Jew of Tarsus 
in Cilicia, a citizen of no insignificant 

city; and I beg you, allow me to speak 
to the people.”



Saul, Before Acts 7

•Born a Roman citizen

•A Jew from Tarsus



Acts 22:1-3
1 “Brethren and fathers, hear my 
defense which I now offer to you.”

2 And when they heard that he was 
addressing them in the Hebrew 
dialect, they became even more 
quiet; and he said,



Acts 22:1-3
3 “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, 
but brought up in this city, educated 
under Gamaliel, strictly according to 
the law of our fathers, being zealous 
for God just as you all are today.



Saul, Before Acts 7

•Born a Roman citizen

•A Jew from Tarsus

•Educated in Jerusalem under Gamaliel



Acts 26:4-5

4 “So then, all Jews know my manner 
of life from my youth up, which from 
the beginning was spent among my 
own nation and at Jerusalem; 5 since 
they have known about me for a long 
time, if they are willing to testify, that 
I lived as a Pharisee according to the 
strictest sect of our religion.



Saul, Before Acts 7

•Born a Roman citizen

•A Jew from Tarsus

•Educated in Jerusalem under Gamaliel

•Well-known among the Jews



Galatians 1:14

14 and I was advancing in Judaism 
beyond many of my contemporaries 
among my countrymen, being more 
extremely zealous for my ancestral 
traditions.



Acts 26:4-5

4 “So then, all Jews know my manner 
of life from my youth up, which from 
the beginning was spent among my 
own nation and at Jerusalem; 5 since 
they have known about me for a long 
time, if they are willing to testify, that 
I lived as a Pharisee according to the 
strictest sect of our religion.



Saul, Before Acts 7

•Born a Roman citizen

•A Jew from Tarsus

•Educated in Jerusalem under Gamaliel

•Well-known among the Jews

•A zealous Pharisee



Philippians 3:5-6

5 circumcised the eighth day, of the 
nation of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to 
the Law, a Pharisee; 
6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to the righteousness which 
is in the Law, found blameless.



Saul, Before Acts 7

•Born a Roman citizen

•A Jew from Tarsus

•Educated in Jerusalem under Gamaliel

•Well-known among the Jews

•A zealous Pharisee

•Sincere, obedient to Judaism



Saul and the 
“Christian 
Problem”



Acts 4:12-13
12 And there is salvation in no one 

else; for there is no other name under 
heaven that has been given among 
men by which we must be saved.”



Acts 4:12-13
13 Now as they observed the 

confidence of Peter and John and 
understood that they were 

uneducated and untrained men, they 
were amazed, and began to recognize 

them as having been with Jesus.



Acts 5:27-29
27 When they had brought them, they 
stood them before the Council. The 

high priest questioned them,



Acts 5:27-29
28 saying, “We gave you strict orders 

not to continue teaching in this name, 
and yet, you have filled Jerusalem 
with your teaching and intend to 
bring this man’s blood upon us.” 

29 But Peter and the apostles 
answered, “We must obey God 

rather than men.



Acts 5:40
40 They took his advice; and after 

calling the apostles in, they flogged 
them and ordered them not to speak 

in the name of Jesus, and then
released them.



Acts 7:58
58 When they had driven him out of 

the city, they began stoning him; and 
the witnesses laid aside their robes at 
the feet of a young man named Saul.



Acts 8:1-3
1 Saul was in hearty agreement with 
putting him to death.

And on that day a great persecution 
began against the church in 
Jerusalem, and they were all scattered 
throughout the regions of Judea and 
Samaria, except the apostles.



Acts 8:1-3
2 Some devout men buried Stephen, 
and made loud lamentation over him. 
3 But Saul began ravaging the church, 
entering house after house, and 
dragging off men and women, he 
would put them in prison.



Saul and the 
“Christian 
Problem”

Some biblical 
descriptions of Saul’s 

attitude toward 
Christians:



Acts 8:1-3
2 Some devout men buried Stephen, 
and made loud lamentation over him. 
3 But Saul began ravaging the church, 
entering house after house, and 
dragging off men and women, he 
would put them in prison.



Acts 9:1-2

Now Saul, still breathing threats and 
murder against the disciples of the 
Lord, went to the high priest, 
2 and asked for letters from him to the 
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he 
found any belonging to the Way, both 
men and women, he might bring 
them bound to Jerusalem.



Acts 26:9-11

9 “So then, I thought to myself that I 
had to do many things hostile to the 
name of Jesus of Nazareth.



Acts 26:9-11

10 And this is just what I did in 
Jerusalem; not only did I lock up many 
of the saints in prisons, having 
received authority from the chief 
priests, but also when they were 
being put to death I cast my vote 
against them.



Acts 26:9-11

11 And as I punished them often in all 
the synagogues, I tried to force them 
to blaspheme; and being furiously 
enraged at them, I kept pursuing 
them even to foreign cities.



1 Timothy 1:13

13 even though I was formerly a 
blasphemer and a persecutor and a 
violent aggressor.
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Philippians 3:7-8

7 But whatever things were gain to 
me, those things I have counted as 
loss for the sake of Christ. 



Philippians 3:7-8

8 More than that, I count all things to 
be loss in view of the surpassing value 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and count them but rubbish so 
that I may gain Christ,



Some Things We Learn

1) A passage from Paul about his 
former life:
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1 Timothy 1:12-16
12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who 
has strengthened me, because He 
considered me faithful, putting me 

into service,



1 Timothy 1:12-16
13 even though I was formerly a 

blasphemer and a persecutor and a 
violent aggressor. Yet I was shown 

mercy because I acted ignorantly in 
unbelief;



1 Timothy 1:12-16
14 and the grace of our Lord was more 

than abundant, with the faith and 
love which are found in Christ Jesus.



1 Timothy 1:12-16
15 It is a trustworthy statement, 

deserving full acceptance, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save 

sinners, among whom I am 
foremost of all. 



1 Timothy 1:12-16
16 Yet for this reason I found mercy, so 

that in me as the foremost, Jesus 
Christ might demonstrate His perfect 
patience as an example for those who 
would believe in Him for eternal life.



Some Things We Learn

➢His lesson there? Anyone can find 
a new beginning in Christ.
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2 Corinthians 5:17
17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is
a new creature; the old things passed 
away; behold, new things have come.



Some Things We Learn

2) Never put limits on what you can 
become in Christ!
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Romans 8:31
31 What then shall we say to these 

things? If God is for us, who 
is against us?


