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To Live is Christ
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Paul

Through Many Tribulations
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Paul’s First Missionary Journey

➢Sent out from Antioch – 13:1-4.
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Acts 13:1-3
2 While they were ministering to the 
Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, 
“Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul 
for the work to which I have called 
them.”



Acts 13:1-3
3 Then, when they had fasted and 
prayed and laid their hands on them, 
they sent them away.



Paul’s First Missionary Journey

➢Confronting the false prophet on 
Cyprus – 13:4-12.
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Acts 13:4-12
4 So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, 
they went down to Seleucia and from 
there they sailed to Cyprus.



Acts 13:4-12
5 When they reached Salamis, they 
began to proclaim the word of God in 
the synagogues of the Jews; and they 
also had John as their helper.



Acts 13:4-12
6 When they had gone through the 
whole island as far as Paphos, they 
found a magician, a Jewish false 
prophet whose name was Bar-Jesus,



Acts 13:4-12
7 who was with the proconsul, Sergius
Paulus, a man of intelligence. This 
man summoned Barnabas and Saul 
and sought to hear the word of God.



Acts 13:4-12
8 But Elymas the magician (for so his 
name is translated) was opposing 
them, seeking to turn the proconsul 
away from the faith.



Acts 13:4-12
9 But Saul, who was also known as
Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, fixed 
his gaze on him, 
10 and said, “You who are full of all 
deceit and fraud, you son of the devil, 
you enemy of all righteousness, will 
you not cease to make crooked the 
straight ways of the Lord?



Acts 13:4-12
11 Now, behold, the hand of the Lord 
is upon you, and you will be blind and 
not see the sun for a time.” And 
immediately a mist and a darkness fell 
upon him, and he went about seeking 
those who would lead him by the 
hand.



Acts 13:4-12
12 Then the proconsul believed when 
he saw what had happened, being 
amazed at the teaching of the Lord.



Paul’s First Missionary Journey

Synagogue preaching followed by 
jealousy in Pisidian Antioch – 13:13-52.
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Acts 13:14-16
14 But going on from Perga, they 
arrived at Pisidian Antioch, and on the 
Sabbath day they went into the 
synagogue and sat down.



Acts 13:14-16
15 After the reading of the Law and 
the Prophets the synagogue officials 
sent to them, saying, “Brethren, if you 
have any word of exhortation for the 
people, say it.”



Acts 13:14-16
16 Paul stood up, and motioning with 
his hand said,

“Men of Israel, and you who fear God, 
listen: …



Acts 13:42
42 As Paul and Barnabas were going 
out, the people kept begging that 
these things might be spoken to them 
the next Sabbath.



Acts 13:44-45
44 The next Sabbath nearly the whole 
city assembled to hear the word of 
the Lord. 
45 But when the Jews saw the crowds, 
they were filled with jealousy and 
began contradicting the things spoken 
by Paul, and were blaspheming.



Acts 13:49-51
49 And the word of the Lord was being 
spread through the whole region. 
50 But the Jews incited the devout 
women of prominence and the 
leading men of the city, and instigated 
a persecution against Paul and 
Barnabas, and drove them out of their 
district.



Acts 13:49-51
51 But they shook off the dust of their 
feet in protest against them and went 
to Iconium.



Paul’s First Missionary Journey

Boldness and division in Iconium –
14:1-7.
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Acts 14:1-7
1 In Iconium they entered the 
synagogue of the Jews together, and 
spoke in such a manner that a large 
number of people believed, both of 
Jews and of Greeks.



Acts 14:1-7
3 Therefore they spent a long time 
there speaking boldly with reliance
upon the Lord, who was testifying to 
the word of His grace, granting that 
signs and wonders be done by their 
hands.



Acts 14:1-7
4 But the people of the city were 
divided; and some sided with the 
Jews, and some with the apostles. 



Acts 14:1-7
5 And when an attempt was made by 
both the Gentiles and the Jews with 
their rulers, to mistreat and to stone 
them, 
6 they became aware of it and fled to 
the cities of Lycaonia, Lystra and 
Derbe, and the surrounding region; 
7 and there they continued to preach 
the gospel.



Paul’s First Missionary Journey

Called gods, but later stoned
at Lystra – 14:8-20.
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Acts 14:11-13
11 When the crowds saw what Paul 
had done, they raised their voice, 
saying in the Lycaonian language, 
“The gods have become like men and 
have come down to us.” 
12 And they began calling Barnabas, 
Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he 
was the chief speaker.



Acts 14:11-13
13 The priest of Zeus, whose temple
was just outside the city, brought 
oxen and garlands to the gates, and 
wanted to offer sacrifice with the 
crowds.



Acts 14:19-20

19 But Jews came from Antioch and 
Iconium, and having won over the 
crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged 
him out of the city, supposing him to 
be dead.



Acts 14:19-20

20 But while the disciples stood around 
him, he got up and entered the city. 
The next day he went away with 
Barnabas to Derbe.



Paul’s First Missionary Journey

Strengthening the churches –
14:21-25.
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Acts 14:21-23

21 After they had preached the gospel 
to that city and had made many 
disciples, they returned to Lystra and 
to Iconium and to Antioch, 



Acts 14:21-23

22 strengthening the souls of the 
disciples, encouraging them to 
continue in the faith, and saying, 
“Through many tribulations we must 
enter the kingdom of God.”



Acts 14:21-23

23 When they had appointed elders for 
them in every church, having prayed 
with fasting, they commended them 
to the Lord in whom they had 
believed.



Paul’s First Missionary Journey

➢Back in Antioch, sharing the good
things God had done – 14:26-28.
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Acts 14:26-27

26 From there they sailed to Antioch, 
from which they had been 
commended to the grace of God for 
the work that they had accomplished.



Acts 14:26-27

27 When they had arrived and 
gathered the church together, they 
began to report all things that God 
had done with them and how He had 
opened a door of faith to the Gentiles.



Some Things We Learn

1) Our message: 
God’s word!
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Acts 13:5
5 When they reached Salamis, they 
began to proclaim the word of God in 
the synagogues of the Jews; and they 
also had John as their helper.



Some Things We Learn

2) A reminder from Paul:
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Acts 14:22
22 strengthening the souls of the 
disciples, encouraging them to 
continue in the faith, and saying, 
“Through many tribulations we must 
enter the kingdom of God.”



Some Things We Learn

3) We need an “I will not quit” 
mentality in God’s work.
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Philippians 3:13-14
13 Brethren, I do not regard myself as 
having laid hold of it yet; but one 
thing I do: forgetting what lies behind 
and reaching forward to what lies
ahead, 
14 I press on toward the goal for the 
prize of the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus.



Some Things We Learn

4) Learn to focus on 
the blessings.
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Acts 14:27

27 When they had arrived and 
gathered the church together, they 
began to report all things that God 
had done with them and how He had 
opened a door of faith to the Gentiles.


