
Paul

To Live is Christ

Im
age fro

m
: w

w
w

.ligh
tsto

ck.co
m



Paul

Shipwrecks and Shackles
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Shipwreck on the Way to Rome
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➢A promise from last time: 
Acts 23:11



Acts 23:11
11 But on the night immediately

following, the Lord stood at his side 
and said, “Take courage; for as you 

have solemnly witnessed to My cause 
at Jerusalem, so you must witness at 

Rome also.”



Shipwreck on the Way to Rome
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➢In bad circumstances, God’s 
kindness is seen in:

1) The way Paul was treated.



Acts 27:1-3
1 When it was decided that we would 

sail for Italy, they proceeded to deliver 
Paul and some other prisoners to a 
centurion of the Augustan cohort 

named Julius.



Acts 27:1-3
2 And embarking in an Adramyttian
ship, which was about to sail to the 

regions along the coast of Asia, we put 
out to sea accompanied by Aristarchus, 

a Macedonian of Thessalonica.



Acts 27:1-3
3 The next day we put in at Sidon; and 
Julius treated Paul with consideration 
and allowed him to go to his friends 

and receive care.



Acts 27:41-44
41 But striking a reef where two seas 

met, they ran the vessel aground; and 
the prow stuck fast and remained 

immovable, but the stern began to be 
broken up by the force of the waves.



Acts 27:41-44
42 The soldiers’ plan was to kill the 

prisoners, so that none of them would 
swim away and escape;



Acts 27:41-44
43 but the centurion, wanting to bring 
Paul safely through, kept them from 

their intention, and commanded that 
those who could swim should jump 

overboard first and get to land,



Acts 27:41-44
44 and the rest should follow, some on 
planks, and others on various things 

from the ship. And so it happened that 
they all were brought safely to land.



Shipwreck on the Way to Rome
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➢In bad circumstances, God’s 
kindness is seen in:

2) His promises and protection.



Acts 27:22-26
22 Yet now I urge you to keep up your 

courage, for there will be no loss of life 
among you, but only of the ship.



Acts 27:22-26
23 For this very night an angel of the 
God to whom I belong and whom I 

serve stood before me, 
24 saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you 

must stand before Caesar; and behold, 
God has granted you all those who are 

sailing with you.’



Acts 27:22-26
25 Therefore, keep up your courage, 

men, for I believe God that it will turn 
out exactly as I have been told.
26 But we must run aground on a 

certain island.”



Shipwreck on the Way to Rome
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➢In bad circumstances, God’s 
kindness is seen in:

3) Three months on Malta.



Acts 28:2
2 The natives showed us extraordinary 
kindness; for because of the rain that 

had set in and because of the cold, 
they kindled a fire and received us all.



Acts 28:7-10
7 Now in the neighborhood of that 
place were lands belonging to the 
leading man of the island, named 

Publius, who welcomed us and 
entertained us courteously three days.



Acts 28:7-10
8 And it happened that the father of 

Publius was lying in bed afflicted with 
recurrent fever and dysentery; and Paul 

went in to see him and after he had 
prayed, he laid his hands on him and 

healed him.



Acts 28:7-10
9 After this had happened, the rest of 

the people on the island who had 
diseases were coming to him and 

getting cured.



Acts 28:7-10
10 They also honored us with many 

marks of respect; and when we were 
setting sail, they supplied us with all 

we needed.

11 At the end of three months we set 
sail on an Alexandrian ship which had 

wintered at the island, …



In Rome
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➢Paul is captive, but he has privileges.



Acts 27:13-16
13 From there we sailed around and 

arrived at Rhegium, and a day later a 
south wind sprang up, and on the 
second day we came to Puteoli.



Acts 27:13-16
14 There we found some brethren, and 

were invited to stay with them for 
seven days; and thus we came to 

Rome. 



Acts 27:13-16
15 And the brethren, when they heard 

about us, came from there as far as the 
Market of Appius and Three Inns to 

meet us; and when Paul saw them, he 
thanked God and took courage.



Acts 27:13-16
16 When we entered Rome, Paul was 
allowed to stay by himself, with the 

soldier who was guarding him.



In Rome
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➢Paul keeps teaching while a prisoner!



Acts 28:17, 23
17 After three days Paul called together 
those who were the leading men of the 
Jews, and when they came together, he 

began saying to them, “Brethren, 
though I had done nothing against our 
people or the customs of our fathers, 
yet I was delivered as a prisoner from 

Jerusalem into the hands of the 
Romans.



Acts 28:17, 23
23 When they had set a day for Paul, 

they came to him at his lodging in large 
numbers; and he was explaining to 

them by solemnly testifying about the 
kingdom of God and trying to persuade 
them concerning Jesus, from both the 
Law of Moses and from the Prophets, 

from morning until evening.



Acts 28:30-31

30 And he stayed two full years in his 
own rented quarters and was 

welcoming all who came to him, 
31 preaching the kingdom of God and 
teaching concerning the Lord Jesus 

Christ with all openness, unhindered.



In Rome

Im
age fro

m
: w

w
w

.ligh
tsto

ck.co
m

➢In these 2 years, we are 
impressed by Paul’s:

Letters,
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Ephesians

Philippians

Colossians

Philemon

The “Prison Epistles”



In Rome
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➢In these 2 years, we are 
impressed by Paul’s:

Letters, Attitude, 



Ephesians 1:3
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 

with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ,



Philippians 4:4
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; 

again I will say, rejoice!



In Rome
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➢In these 2 years, we are 
impressed by Paul’s:

Letters, Attitude, Ministry



Philippians 1:12-14
12 Now I want you to know, brethren, 

that my circumstances have turned out 
for the greater progress of the gospel, 

13 so that my imprisonment in the 
cause of Christ has become well known 
throughout the whole praetorian guard 

and to everyone else, 



Philippians 1:12-14
14 and that most of the brethren, 

trusting in the Lord because of my 
imprisonment, have far more courage 
to speak the word of God without fear.



Philippians 4:21-22
21 Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The 
brethren who are with me greet you. 
22 All the saints greet you, especially 

those of Caesar’s household.



Philemon 10
10 I appeal to you for my child 

Onesimus, whom I have begotten in 
my imprisonment,



Some Lessons to Notice

1) Even in difficult times, 
God is blessing.
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Some Lessons to Notice

2) Paul’s ability to live 
“above his circumstances.”
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Some Lessons to Notice

3) A great mindset:
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Acts 27:25
25 Therefore, keep up your courage, 

men, for I believe God that it will turn 
out exactly as I have been told.


