
 



Alive in Christ 
a study through… 
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Invisible Ropes 

People-
pleasing holds 
us back from 
true living. 
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A Problem in Galatians 
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A Problem in Galatians 

Christians 
were 

feeling 
pressure 

from Jewish 
teachings. 
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Galatians 1:6-9 

[6]  I am amazed that you are so 
quickly deserting Him who called 
you by the grace of Christ, for a 

different gospel;  



Galatians 1:6-9 

[7] which is really not another; 
only there are some who are 

disturbing you and want to distort 
the gospel of Christ.  



Galatians 1:6-9 

[8] But even if we, or an angel from 
heaven, should preach to you a 

gospel contrary to what we have 
preached to you, he is to be 

accursed!  



Galatians 1:6-9 

[9] As we have said before, so I say 
again now, if any man is preaching 
to you a gospel contrary to what 

you received, he is to be accursed! 



Galatians 2:11-14 

[11]  But when Cephas came to 
Antioch, I opposed him to his face, 

because he stood condemned.  



Galatians 2:11-14 

[12] For prior to the coming of 
certain men from James, he used 

to eat with the Gentiles; but when 
they came, he began to withdraw 
and hold himself aloof, fearing the 

party of the circumcision.  



Galatians 2:11-14 

[13] The rest of the Jews joined 
him in hypocrisy, with the result 
that even Barnabas was carried 

away by their hypocrisy.  



Galatians 2:11-14 

[14] But when I saw that they were 
not straightforward about the 

truth of the gospel, I said to 
Cephas in the presence of all, “If 

you, being a Jew, live like the 
Gentiles and not like the Jews, how 

is it that you compel the Gentiles 
to live like Jews? 



Paul’s Answer in Galatians 
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Galatians 1:10 

[10]  For am I now seeking the 
favor of men, or of God? Or am I 
striving to please men? If I were 

still trying to please men, I would 
not be a bond-servant of Christ. 



Galatians 2:20 

[20] “I have been crucified with 
Christ; and it is no longer I who 

live, but Christ lives in me; and the 
life which I now live in the flesh          
I live by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave Himself        

up for me.  



2 Corinthians 5:9 

[9] Therefore we also have as our 
ambition, …to be pleasing to Him.  



Paul’s Answer in Galatians 

We must learn to make God- 
pleasing our highest priority. 

Im
age fro

m
: en

viro
d

ailyad
viso

r.b
lr.co

m
- 



Setting Us Free 
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 We will feel pressure            
to bend. 
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Galatians 1:10 

[10]  For am I now seeking the 
favor of men, or of God? Or am I 
striving to please men? If I were 

still trying to please men, I would 
not be a bond-servant of Christ. 



 When we remember what 
opinion really matters, it 
frees us to truly be alive! 
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John 12:42-43 

[42] Nevertheless many even of 
the rulers believed in Him, but 

because of the Pharisees they were 
not confessing Him, for fear that 

they would be put out of the 
synagogue; [43] for they loved the 
approval of men rather than the 

approval of God. 


