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Our 2018 Theme



The Church in Process
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Continuing in 1 Corinthians

Today’s passage: 

1 Corinthians 1:13-2:5
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Some Key Ideas in this Section

1) Paul did not come               
promoting himself.
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1 Corinthians 1:13-17
13 Has Christ been divided? Paul was 

not crucified for you, was he? Or were 
you baptized in the name of Paul?



1 Corinthians 1:13-17
14 I thank God that I baptized none of 

you except Crispus and Gaius, 
15 so that no one would say you were 

baptized in my name.



1 Corinthians 1:13-17
16 Now I did baptize also the household 

of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not 
know whether I baptized any other.



1 Corinthians 1:13-17
17 For Christ did not send me to 

baptize, but to preach the gospel,     
not in cleverness of speech, so that  

the cross of Christ would not                  
be made void.



1 Corinthians 2:1-5
1 And when I came to you, brethren, I 

did not come with superiority of 
speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to 

you the testimony of God.



1 Corinthians 2:1-5
2 For I determined to know nothing 
among you except Jesus Christ, and 

Him crucified.



1 Corinthians 2:1-5
3 I was with you in weakness and in fear 

and in much trembling, 
4 and my message and my preaching 

were not in persuasive words of 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the 

Spirit and of power,



1 Corinthians 2:1-5
5 so that your faith would not rest on 

the wisdom of men, but on the power 
of God.



2 Corinthians 4:5
5 For we do not preach ourselves but 
Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as 
your bond-servants for Jesus’ sake.



Some Key Ideas in this Section

2) Some people overlook the 
greatness of the cross, 

looking for other things.
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1 Corinthians 1:18
18 For the word of the cross is 

foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the 

power of God.



1 Corinthians 1:22-24
22 For indeed Jews ask for signs and 

Greeks search for wisdom; 
23 but we preach Christ crucified, 
to Jews a stumbling block and to 

Gentiles foolishness, 



1 Corinthians 1:22-24
24 but to those who are the called, both 

Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God.



Some Key Ideas in this Section

3) God’s wisdom and power
is much greater than ours.
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1 Corinthians 1:19-21
19 For it is written,

“I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE,
AND THE CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER I WILL

SET ASIDE.”



1 Corinthians 1:19-21
20 Where is the wise man? Where is the 

scribe? Where is the debater of this 
age? Has not God made foolish the 

wisdom of the world?



1 Corinthians 1:19-21
21 For since in the wisdom of God the 

world through its wisdom did not come 
to know God, God was well-pleased 

through the foolishness of the message 
preached to save those who believe.



1 Corinthians 1:25
25 Because the foolishness of God is 

wiser than men, and the weakness of 
God is stronger than men.



Some Key Ideas in this Section

4) The Christian Message: 
“Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.”
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1 Corinthians 2:2
2 For I determined to know nothing 
among you except Jesus Christ, and 

Him crucified.



Letting This Passage Shape Us

1) Let’s always be a 
Christ-centered
congregation.
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1 Corinthians 2:2
2 For I determined to know nothing 
among you except Jesus Christ, and 

Him crucified.



Letting This Passage Shape Us

2) The message of the 
cross is more than 

enough to bring
salvation.
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1 Corinthians 1:17
17 For Christ did not send me to 

baptize, but to preach the gospel,     
not in cleverness of speech, so that 

the cross of Christ would not 
be made void.



1 Corinthians 2:4-5
4 and my message and my preaching 

were not in persuasive words of 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the 

Spirit and of power,



1 Corinthians 2:4-5
5 so that your faith 

would not rest on the wisdom of men, 
but on the power of God.



Letting This Passage Shape Us

2) The message of the 
cross is more than 

enough to bring
salvation.
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Letting This Passage Shape Us

3) We must not be 
self-promoters and 
instead strive to be 
Christ-promoters.

Im
ages fro

m
: w

w
w

.ligh
tsto

ck.co
m



Matthew 6:1
1 “Beware of practicing your 

righteousness before men to be 
noticed by them; otherwise you have 

no reward with your Father 
who is in heaven.



Another Important 
Transformation: 
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Changing my life message 
from me to Christ.



Acts 2:37-38
38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and 

each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 

sins; and you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit.



1 John 1:9
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful 

and righteous to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.


