
The Goals of 1 John 

4 Sunday Nights on some New 
Testament Descriptions of God
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John 4:24

24 God is spirit, and those who 
worship Him must worship 

in spirit and truth.”



1 John 1:5
5 This is the message we have heard 
from Him and announce to you, that 
God is Light, and in Him there is no 

darkness at all.



The Goals of 1 John 

…A CONSUMING FIRE
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Hebrews 12:29
29 for our God is a consuming fire.



God As Fire

This section of Scripture is comparing 
Mount Sinai and the church.
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Exodus 19:16-18
16 So it came about on the third day, 

when it was morning, that there were 
thunder and lightning flashes and a 

thick cloud upon the mountain and a 
very loud trumpet sound, so that all 

the people who were in the camp 
trembled.



Exodus 19:16-18
18 Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke 

because the LORD descended upon it in 
fire; and its smoke ascended like the 
smoke of a furnace, and the whole 

mountain quaked violently.



Exodus 24:17
17 And to the eyes of the sons of Israel 

the appearance of the glory of the LORD

was like a consuming fire on the 
mountain top.



Hebrews 12:18-19
18 For you have not come to a 

mountain that can be touched and to a 
blazing fire, and to darkness and gloom 

and whirlwind,



Hebrews 12:18-19
19 and to the blast of a trumpet and the 
sound of words which sound was such 
that those who heard begged that no 

further word be spoken to them. 



Hebrews 12:22-24
22 But you have come to Mount Zion 
and to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads 

of angels,



Hebrews 12:22-24
23 to the general assembly and church

of the firstborn who are enrolled in 
heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, 

and to the spirits of the righteous 
made perfect,



Hebrews 12:22-24
24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new 
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, 

which speaks better than 
the blood of Abel.



Hebrews 12:25-29
25 See to it that you do not refuse Him 
who is speaking. For if those did not 
escape when they refused him who 

warned them on earth, much less will
we escape who turn away from Him 

who warns from heaven. 



Hebrews 12:25-29
26 And His voice shook the earth then, 
but now He has promised, saying, “YET

ONCE MORE I WILL SHAKE NOT ONLY THE

EARTH, BUT ALSO THE HEAVEN.”



Hebrews 12:25-29
27 This expression, “Yet once more,” 

denotes the removing of those things 
which can be shaken, as of created 
things, so that those things which 

cannot be shaken may remain.



Hebrews 12:25-29
28 Therefore, since we receive a 

kingdom which cannot be shaken, let 
us show gratitude, by which we may 

offer to God an acceptable service with 
reverence and awe; 

29 for our God is a consuming fire.



What Does That Remind 
Us About God?

1) God’s power

Im
ages fro

m
: w

w
w

.ligh
tsto

ck.co
m

Im
ages fro

m
: w

w
w

.ligh
tsto

ck.co
m



Deuteronomy 4:35-36
35 To you it was shown that you might 

know that the LORD, He is God; 
there is no other besides Him. 

36 Out of the heavens He let you hear 
His voice to discipline you; and on 

earth He let you see His great fire, and 
you heard His words from the 

midst of the fire.



Deuteronomy 5:23-24
23 And when you heard the voice from 
the midst of the darkness, while the 
mountain was burning with fire, you 

came near to me, all the heads of your 
tribes and your elders.



Deuteronomy 5:23-24
24 You said, ‘Behold, the LORD our God 

has shown us His glory and His 
greatness, and we have heard His voice 

from the midst of the fire; we have 
seen today that God speaks with man, 

yet he lives.



Deuteronomy 9:3
3 Know therefore today that it is the 
LORD your God who is crossing over 

before you as a consuming fire. He will 
destroy them and He will subdue them 
before you, so that you may drive them 

out and destroy them quickly, just as 
the LORD has spoken to you.



What Does That Remind 
Us About God?

➢His power is with us if we are 
God’s people!
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What Does That Remind 
Us About God?

2) God’s judgment against evil.
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Isaiah 33:14
14 Sinners in Zion are terrified;

Trembling has seized the godless.
“Who among us can live with

the consuming fire?
Who among us can live with 

continual burning?”



2 Thessalonians 1:6-8
6 For after all it is only just for God 
to repay with affliction those who 

afflict you,



2 Thessalonians 1:6-8
7 and to give relief to you who are 

afflicted and to us as well when the 
Lord Jesus will be revealed from 
heaven with His mighty angels in 

flaming fire,



2 Thessalonians 1:6-8
8 dealing out retribution to those who 
do not know God and to those who do 
not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.



What Does That Remind 
Us About God?

➢We can be assured that God’s 
judgment will be fair.
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Isaiah 30:18

… For the LORD is a God of justice; …



Psalm 98:9
9 Before the LORD, for He is coming to 

judge the earth;
He will judge the world with 

righteousness
And the peoples with equity.



What Does That Remind 
Us About God?

3) We must serve God with 
reverence and awe.
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Hebrews 12:28-29
28 Therefore, since we receive a 

kingdom which cannot be shaken, let 
us show gratitude, by which we may 

offer to God an acceptable service with 
reverence and awe; 

29 for our God is a consuming fire.



Proverbs 1:7
7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning 

of knowledge;
Fools despise wisdom and instruction.



Leviticus 10:1-3

Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of 
Aaron, took their respective firepans, 
and after putting fire in them, placed 
incense on it and offered strange fire 

before the LORD, which He had not 
commanded them.



Leviticus 10:1-3
2 And fire came out from the presence 
of the LORD and consumed them, and 

they died before the LORD.



Leviticus 10:1-3
3 Then Moses said to Aaron, “It is what 
the LORD spoke, saying,

‘By those who come near Me I will be 
treated as holy,
And before all the people I will be 
honored.’”

So Aaron, therefore, kept silent.



1 John 4:18-19
18 There is no fear in love; but perfect 
love casts out fear, because fear 
involves punishment, and the one who 
fears is not perfected in love. 
19 We love, because He first loved us.



Our Relationship With God

We know God as Friend & Father,
but also as King & Judge.
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