
1 Corinthians 13:13
13 But now faith, hope, love, 

abide these three; 
but the greatest of these is love.
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The Church in Process
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The Issue in 
1 Corinthians 12-14
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The Corinthians were “zealous” for 
spiritual gifts, especially tongues. 



1 Corinthians 14:12
12 So also you, since you are zealous of 
spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the 

edification of the church.



1 Corinthians 14:1-5
2 For one who speaks in a tongue does 
not speak to men but to God; for no 
one understands, but in his spirit he 

speaks mysteries.



1 Corinthians 14:1-5
4 One who speaks in a tongue edifies 

himself; but one who prophesies 
edifies the church.



Paul has at least 2 messages 
for them:
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(1) Every part of Christ’s 
body is essential.



1 Corinthians 12:12-27
18 But now God has placed the 

members, each one of them, in the 
body, just as He desired. 

19 If they were all one member, where 
would the body be? 

20 But now there are many members, 
but one body. 



1 Corinthians 12:31
31 But earnestly desire the greater gifts.

And I show you a still 
more excellent way.



Paul has at least 2 messages 
for them:
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(2) There is “a more excellent way” to 
live the Christian faith than “gifts”…
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The Greater Goal
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1) The Priority of Love – v. 1-3



1 Corinthians 13:1-3
1 If I speak with the tongues of men 
and of angels, but do not have love, 

I have become a noisy gong or a 
clanging cymbal.



1 Corinthians 13:1-3
2 If I have the gift of prophecy, and 

know all mysteries and all knowledge; 
and if I have all faith, so as to remove 

mountains, but do not have love, 
I am nothing.



1 Corinthians 13:1-3
3 And if I give all my possessions to feed 
the poor, and if I surrender my body to 

be burned, but do not have love, it 
profits me nothing.



The Greater Goal
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➢ An important word about gifts and 
goals that lack godly love: nothing!



The Greater Goal
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2) The Picture of Love – v. 4-7



The Greater Goal
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➢ Remember this is the second
command!



Matthew 22:39-40
39 The second is like it, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE

YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ 
40 On these two commandments 
depend the whole Law and the 

Prophets.”



1 Corinthians 13:4-7
4 Love is patient, 

love is kind 

and is not jealous; 

love does not brag 

and is not arrogant,



1 Corinthians 13:4-7
5 does not act unbecomingly; 

it does not seek its own, 

is not provoked, 

does not take into account 
a wrong suffered,



1 Corinthians 13:4-7
6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness,

but rejoices with the truth;



1 Corinthians 13:4-7
7 bears all things, 

believes all things, 

hopes all things, 

endures all things.



The Greater Goal

Im
ages fro

m
: w

w
w

.ligh
tsto

ck.co
m

➢ A BIG part of our faith is 
how we treat others.



The Greater Goal

Im
ages fro

m
: w

w
w

.ligh
tsto

ck.co
m

3) The Permanence of Love –
v. 8-13



1 Corinthians 13:8-13
8 Love never fails; but if there are gifts 
of prophecy, they will be done away; 
if there are tongues, they will cease; 

if there is knowledge, 
it will be done away.



1 Corinthians 13:8-13
9 For we know in part and 

we prophesy in part; 
10 but when the perfect comes, the 

partial will be done away.



1 Corinthians 13:8-13
11 When I was a child, I used to speak 
like a child, think like a child, reason 

like a child; when I became a man, I did 
away with childish things.



1 Corinthians 13:8-13
12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but 
then face to face; now I know in part, 
but then I will know fully just as I also 

have been fully known.



1 Corinthians 13:8-13
13 But now faith, hope, love, 

abide these three; 
but the greatest of these is love.



The Greater Goal
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➢ The gifts would not endure like 
other Christian fruits.
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John 13
3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had 

given all things into His hands, and that 
He had come forth from God and was 

going back to God, 
4 got up from supper, and laid aside His 

garments; and taking a towel, He 
girded Himself.



John 13
34 A new commandment I give to you, 

that you love one another, 
even as I have loved you, that you 

also love one another. 
35 By this all men will know that 
you are My disciples, if you have 

love for one another.”
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Let’s never forget: 
A Christianity that lacks love is 

not Christianity at all!



Acts 2:37-38
37 Now when they heard this, they 

were pierced to the heart, and said to 
Peter and the rest of the apostles, 

“Brethren, what shall we do?” 
38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and 

each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness 

of your sins; and you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit.



1 John 1:9
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful 

and righteous to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.


