
Judges 6:1-10
1 Then the sons of Israel did what was 
evil in the sight of the LORD; and the 

LORD gave them into the hands of 
Midian seven years. 



Judges 6:1-10
2 The power of Midian prevailed 

against Israel. Because of Midian the 
sons of Israel made for themselves the 
dens which were in the mountains and 

the caves and the strongholds.



Judges 6:1-10
3 For it was when Israel had sown, that 
the Midianites would come up with the 

Amalekites and the sons of the east 
and go against them. 



Judges 6:1-10
4 So they would camp against them and 
destroy the produce of the earth as far 

as Gaza, and leave no sustenance in 
Israel as well as no sheep, ox, or 

donkey.



Judges 6:1-10
5 For they would come up with their 
livestock and their tents, they would 
come in like locusts for number, both 

they and their camels were 
innumerable; and they came into the 

land to devastate it.



Judges 6:1-10
6 So Israel was brought very low 

because of Midian, and the sons of 
Israel cried to the LORD.



Judges 6:1-10
7 Now it came about when the sons of 
Israel cried to the LORD on account of 
Midian, 8 that the LORD sent a prophet 

to the sons of Israel, and he said to 
them, “Thus says the LORD, the God of 

Israel, ‘It was I who brought you up 
from Egypt and brought you out from 

the house of slavery.



Judges 6:1-10
9 I delivered you from the hands of the 

Egyptians and from the hands of all 
your oppressors, and dispossessed 
them before you and gave you their 

land,



Judges 6:1-10
10 and I said to you, “I am the LORD your 
God; you shall not fear the gods of the 
Amorites in whose land you live. But 

you have not obeyed Me.”’”



Judges 6:11-12
11 Then the angel of the LORD came and 
sat under the oak that was in Ophrah, 
which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite 

as his son Gideon was beating out 
wheat in the wine press in order to 

save it from the Midianites.



Judges 6:11-12
12 The angel of the LORD appeared to 

him and said to him, “The LORD is with 
you, O valiant warrior.”



Gideon’s Weakness

Weak in Hope
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Judges 6:13
13 Then Gideon said to him, “O my lord, 
if the LORD is with us, why then has all 

this happened to us? And where are all 
His miracles which our fathers told us 
about, saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring 
us up from Egypt?’ But now the LORD

has abandoned us and given us into 
the hand of Midian.”



Gideon’s Weakness

Weak in Status
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Judges 6:15
15 He said to Him, “O Lord, how shall I 
deliver Israel? Behold, my family is the 

least in Manasseh, and I am the 
youngest in my father’s house.”



Gideon’s Weakness

Weak in Courage

Im
ag

e 
fr

o
m

: w
w

w
.li

gh
ts

to
ck

.c
o

m



Judges 6:11
11 Then the angel of the LORD came and 
sat under the oak that was in Ophrah, 
which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite 

as his son Gideon was beating out 
wheat in the wine press in order to 

save it from the Midianites.



Judges 6:17-18
17 So Gideon said to Him, “If now 
I have found favor in Your sight, 

then show me a sign that it is You 
who speak with me. 

18 Please do not depart from here, until 
I come back to You, and bring out my 

offering and lay it before You.” And He 
said, “I will remain until you return.”



Judges 6:22-23
22 When Gideon saw that he was the 

angel of the LORD, he said, “Alas, O Lord 
GOD! For now I have seen the angel of 

the LORD face to face.” 
23 The LORD said to him, “Peace to you, 

do not fear; you shall not die.”



Judges 6:27
27 Then Gideon took ten men of his 

servants and did as the LORD had 
spoken to him; and because he was too 
afraid of his father’s household and the 

men of the city to do it by day, 
he did it by night.



Gideon’s Weakness

Weak in Faith
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Judges 6:36-40
36 Then Gideon said to God, 

“If You will deliver Israel through me, 
as You have spoken,



Judges 6:36-40
37 behold, I will put a fleece of wool on 
the threshing floor. If there is dew on 
the fleece only, and it is dry on all the 
ground, then I will know that You will 
deliver Israel through me, as You have 

spoken.” 



Judges 6:36-40
38 And it was so. When he arose early 
the next morning and squeezed the 
fleece, he drained the dew from the 

fleece, a bowl full of water.



Judges 6:36-40
39 Then Gideon said to God, “Do not let 
Your anger burn against me that I may 

speak once more; please let me make a 
test once more with the fleece, let it 

now be dry only on the fleece, and let 
there be dew on all the ground.”



Judges 6:36-40
40 God did so that night; for it was dry 
only on the fleece, and dew was on all 

the ground.



God’s Strength
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Judges 6:12
12 The angel of the LORD appeared to 

him and said to him, “The LORD is with 
you, O valiant warrior.”



Judges 6:14
14 The LORD looked at him and said, 

“Go in this your strength and deliver 
Israel from the hand of Midian. 

Have I not sent you?”



Judges 6:16
16 But the LORD said to him, “Surely I 

will be with you, and you shall defeat 
Midian as one man.”



Judges 6:34
34 So the Spirit of the LORD came upon 
Gideon; and he blew a trumpet, and 

the Abiezrites were called together to 
follow him.



Judges 7:1-7

Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all 
the people who were with him, rose 

early and camped beside the spring of 
Harod; and the camp of Midian was on 

the north side of them by the hill of 
Moreh in the valley.



Judges 7:1-7
2 The LORD said to Gideon, “The people 
who are with you are too many for Me 

to give Midian into their hands, for 
Israel would become boastful, saying, 

‘My own power has delivered me.’



Judges 7:1-7
3 Now therefore come, proclaim in the 

hearing of the people, saying, 
‘Whoever is afraid and trembling, let 
him return and depart from Mount 

Gilead.’” So 22,000 people returned, 
but 10,000 remained.



Judges 7:1-7
4 Then the LORD said to Gideon, “The 
people are still too many; bring them 

down to the water and I will test them 
for you there. Therefore it shall be that 
he of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall 

go with you,’ he shall go with you; 
but everyone of whom I say to you, 

‘This one shall not go with you,’ 
he shall not go.”



Judges 7:1-7
5 So he brought the people down to the 

water. And the LORD said to Gideon, 
“You shall separate everyone who laps 

the water with his tongue as a dog 
laps, as well as everyone who 

kneels to drink.”



Judges 7:1-7
6 Now the number of those who 

lapped, putting their hand to their 
mouth, was 300 men; but all the rest of 

the people kneeled to drink water.



Judges 7:1-7
7 The LORD said to Gideon, “I will deliver 
you with the 300 men who lapped and 

will give the Midianites into your 
hands; so let all the other people go, 

each man to his home.”



Judges 7:9-11
9 Now the same night it came about 
that the LORD said to him, “Arise, go 
down against the camp, for I have 

given it into your hands.



Judges 7:9-11
10 But if you are afraid to go down, 
go with Purah your servant down 

to the camp,



Judges 7:9-11
11 and you will hear what they say; and 

afterward your hands will be 
strengthened that you may go down 
against the camp.” So he went with 

Purah his servant down to the outposts 
of the army that was in the camp.



God’s Strength

God wants to give us courage, 

but based in Him not in ourselves.
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Judges 7:16-22
16 He divided the 300 men into three 
companies, and he put trumpets and 

empty pitchers into the hands of all of 
them, with torches inside the pitchers.



Judges 7:16-22
17 He said to them, “Look at me and do 
likewise. And behold, when I come to 
the outskirts of the camp, do as I do.



Judges 7:16-22
18 When I and all who are with me blow 

the trumpet, then you also blow the 
trumpets all around the camp and say, 

‘For the LORD and for Gideon.’”



Judges 7:16-22
19 So Gideon and the hundred men 

who were with him came to the 
outskirts of the camp at the beginning 
of the middle watch, when they had 
just posted the watch; and they blew 

the trumpets and smashed the pitchers 
that were in their hands.



Judges 7:16-22
20 When the three companies blew the 
trumpets and broke the pitchers, they 
held the torches in their left hands and 

the trumpets in their right hands for 
blowing, and cried, “A sword for the 

LORD and for Gideon!”



Judges 7:16-22
21 Each stood in his place around the 

camp; and all the army ran, crying out 
as they fled.



Judges 7:16-22
22 When they blew 300 trumpets, the 

LORD set the sword of one against 
another even throughout the whole 

army; and the army fled as far as Beth-
shittah toward Zererah, as far as the 
edge of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath.



How Truly Great Things Happen

1) Someone obeys God’s word.
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How Truly Great Things Happen

2) God blesses their faith.
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Psalm 33:16-18
16 The king is not saved by 

a mighty army;
A warrior is not delivered by 

great strength.

17 A horse is a false hope for victory;
Nor does it deliver anyone by 

its great strength.



Psalm 33:16-18
18 Behold, the eye of the LORD is on 

those who fear Him,
On those who hope for His 

lovingkindness,



1 Corinthians 1:27-29
27 but God has chosen the foolish 

things of the world to shame the wise, 
and God has chosen the weak things of 

the world to shame the things which 
are strong,



1 Corinthians 1:27-29
28 and the base things of the world and 

the despised God has chosen, the 
things that are not, so that He may 

nullify the things that are, 
29 so that no man may boast 

before God.



1 Corinthians 3:5-7
5 What then is Apollos? And what is 
Paul? Servants through whom you 

believed, even as the Lord gave 
opportunity to each one.



1 Corinthians 3:5-7
6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God 

was causing the growth.



1 Corinthians 3:5-7
7 So then neither the one who plants 
nor the one who waters is anything, 

but God who causes the growth.



Our part in that?

1) I must start seeing myself as 
someone God can use.
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Our part in that?

2) The key is not my talents
or status, 

but my faithfulness.
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