Out-Dying the World # 12

http://www.laywhispers.com/uploads/4/8/1/0/4810238/9760843.jpg

Intent on the
Things of God
Mark 8.27-9.1
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Jesus’ Travels – Mark 1-5

“As if w
e all kn
ew
w h e re
we’re
going.”
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Sea of Galilee to
Caesarea Philippi =
25+ miles (walked)

A site for
worshiping Baal
(Joshua 13.5;
Judges 3.3), then
the Greek god
Pan; then homage
to Caesar
(“Caesarea
Philippi”).

If We Follow: Informed by Different Values
31

And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must
suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief
priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise
again. 32 And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and
began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and seeing his disciples, he
rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not
setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of
man.” 34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said
to them, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself
and take up his cross and follow me.” ~ Mark 8.31-34, ESV

Peter: Good Intentions,
Wrongly Informed
Being “the Christ” - no concept
of a suffering Messiah in ancient
Judaism
“Take up your cross” - could
only mean execution by state
authorities
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Life with an eternal perspective
With a picture much bigger than our circumstances
Goes against the grain of culture’s norms
Looks past what appears to be total failure, especially by
the world’s standards, to conquest and glory (see v. 31)
Follow Jesus faithfully → setbacks are detours, not defeats
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Faithful Following Leads to Matchless Glory
35 “For

whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his
life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it. 36 For what does it profit a
man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? 37 For what can a man
give in return for his soul? 38 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of
Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the
holy angels.”
9.1 And he said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing
here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God after it
has come with power.” ~ Mark 8.35-9.1

It is worth it to live counter-culturally (8.35-37; 9.1, 2-13;
see Phil. 2.5-11; 3.20-21; 1 Cor. 15.20-34, 50-58).
The glory received is won by obedience to God’s will (v.
38; “must” in v. 31; see 14.35-36).
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It All Matters Because of Jesus
27 And

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of
Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that I am?” 28 And they told him,
“John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of
the prophets.” 29 And he asked them, “But who do you say
that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.”
30And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him.
~ Mark 8.27-30

Plain talk (v. 32) about
expectations only after they
expressed faith that he was
Christ.
A prophet? Can lead to a
good life, even service; but
it is neither sufficient nor
capable of sustaining us.
If we believe he is the
Christ → sensible to sign
on, for the expectations and
blessings.
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The cross is laid on every
Christian. The first Christ-suffering
which every man must experience is
the call to abandon the attachments of
this world. It is that dying of the old
man which is the result of his
encounter with Christ. As we embark
upon discipleship we surrender
ourselves to Christ in union with his
death — we give over our lives to
death. . . . When Christ calls a man,
he bids him come and die.
~ From The Cost of Discipleship
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