
Transformation Through Trials
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Facing Criticism

Chapters 10-13
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A Difficult Part of Life

➢Criticism hurts, 

and how we handle it is 
a spiritual issue.
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Criticizing Paul

1) They called 
him 

untrustworthy.
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2 Corinthians 1:17
17 Therefore, I was not vacillating 
when I intended to do this, was I? 
Or what I purpose, do I purpose 

according to the flesh, so that with me 
there will be yes, yes and no, no 

at the same time? 



2 Corinthians 10:2
2 I ask that when I am present I need
not be bold with the confidence with 

which I propose to be courageous 
against some, who regard us as if we 

walked according to the flesh.



Criticizing Paul

2) They called 
him weak.
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2 Corinthians 10:1
1 Now I, Paul, myself urge you by the 
meekness and gentleness of Christ—

I who am meek when face to face 
with you, but bold toward you when 

absent!



2 Corinthians 10:10
10 For they say, “His letters are weighty 
and strong, but his personal presence 

is unimpressive and his speech 
contemptible.”



Criticizing Paul

3) They said 
he wasn’t 
eloquent.
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2 Corinthians 10:10
10 For they say, “His letters are weighty 
and strong, but his personal presence 

is unimpressive and his speech 
contemptible.”



2 Corinthians 11:6
6 But even if I am unskilled in speech, 
yet I am not so in knowledge; in fact, 

in every way we have made this
evident to you in all things.



Paul’s Attitude Toward Criticism
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2 Corinthians 10:17-18
17 But HE WHO BOASTS IS TO BOAST

IN THE LORD. 
18 For it is not he who commends 
himself that is approved, but he 

whom the Lord commends.



2 Corinthians 10:17-18
17 But HE WHO BOASTS IS TO BOAST

IN THE LORD. 
18 For it is not he who commends 
himself that is approved, but he 

whom the Lord commends.



Paul’s Attitude Toward Criticism

1) Self-promotion
is not my goal.
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2 Corinthians 11:12-13

12 But what I am doing I will continue 
to do, so that I may cut off 

opportunity from those who desire an 
opportunity to be regarded just as we 

are in the matter about which they 
are boasting. 



2 Corinthians 11:12-13

13 For such men are false apostles, 
deceitful workers, disguising 

themselves as apostles of Christ.



2 Corinthians 4:5

5 For we do not preach ourselves but 
Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as 
your bond-servants for Jesus’ sake.



2 Corinthians 10:17-18
17 But HE WHO BOASTS IS TO BOAST

IN THE LORD. 
18 For it is not he who commends 
himself that is approved, but he 

whom the Lord commends.



Paul’s Attitude Toward Criticism

2) My goal is to please God.
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1 Corinthians 4:3,5
3 But to me it is a very small thing that 
I may be examined by you, or by any
human court; in fact, I do not even 

examine myself.



1 Corinthians 4:3,5
5 Therefore do not go on passing 

judgment before the time, but wait
until the Lord comes who will both 

bring to light the things hidden in the 
darkness and disclose the motives of 
men’s hearts; and then each man’s 
praise will come to him from God.



2 Corinthians 10:17-18
17 But HE WHO BOASTS IS TO BOAST

IN THE LORD. 
18 For it is not he who commends 
himself that is approved, but he 

whom the Lord commends.



Paul’s Attitude Toward Criticism

3) God is my strength.
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2 Corinthians 12:7-10
7 Because of the surpassing greatness 
of the revelations, for this reason, to 
keep me from exalting myself, there 
was given me a thorn in the flesh, a 

messenger of Satan to torment me—
to keep me from exalting myself!



2 Corinthians 12:7-10
8 Concerning this I implored the Lord 
three times that it might leave me. 

9 And He has said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for power is 

perfected in weakness.” Most gladly, 
therefore, I will rather boast about my 

weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ may dwell in me.



2 Corinthians 12:7-10
10 Therefore I am well content with 

weaknesses, with insults, with 
distresses, with persecutions, with 

difficulties, for Christ’s sake; 
for when I am weak, then I am strong.



When I am 
criticized, 

I want to look up 
toward God, 

and I want to 
stand up for 

God.
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James 5:16
16 Therefore, confess your sins to one 
another, and pray for one another so 
that you may be healed. The effective 

prayer of a righteous man can 
accomplish much.



What Must I Do To Be Saved?

Be Baptized Baptism into Christ  (Acts 2:38, Rom 6:3-4)

Confess Confess faith in Christ (Romans 10:9-10)

Repent Repent/Turn to Christ  (Acts 3:19)

Believe Believe in Christ (John 8:24)

Hear Hear about Christ (Rom. 10:17)


