








A Heart for the Poor
Top left image from: www.lightstock.com



Caring for the Poor…

1) …aligns our heart
with God’s.
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Proverbs 14:31
31 He who oppresses the poor 

taunts his Maker,
But he who is gracious to 

the needy honors Him.



Proverbs 22:22-23

22 Do not rob the poor because 
he is poor,

Or crush the afflicted at the gate;

23 For the LORD will plead their case
And take the life of those 

who rob them.



Caring for the Poor…

2) …lives out God’s 
commands.
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Matthew 5:42

42 Give to him who asks of you, and do 
not turn away from him who wants to 

borrow from you.



Ephesians 4:28

28 He who steals must steal no longer; 
but rather he must labor, performing 
with his own hands what is good, so 
that he will have something to share 

with one who has need.



Matthew 25:34-36

34 “Then the King will say to those on 
His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed 

of My Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation 

of the world. 



Matthew 25:34-36

35 For I was hungry, and you gave Me 
something to eat; I was thirsty, and you 

gave Me something to drink; I was a 
stranger, and you invited Me in; 

36 naked, and you clothed Me; I was 
sick, and you visited Me; I was in 

prison, and you came to Me.’



Caring for the Poor…

3) …puts trust in 
God’s promises.
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Proverbs 19:17
17 One who is gracious to a poor man 

lends to the LORD,
And He will repay him for 

his good deed.



Proverbs 28:27

27 He who gives to the poor 
will never want,

But he who shuts his eyes 
will have many curses.



Matthew 6:3-4

3 But when you give to the poor, do not 
let your left hand know what your right 
hand is doing, 4 so that your giving will 
be in secret; and your Father who sees 
what is done in secret will reward you.



Caring for the Poor…

4) …shows a 
genuine faith.
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James 2:15-17
15 If a brother or sister is without 

clothing and in need of daily food, 
16 and one of you says to them, “Go in 
peace, be warmed and be filled,” and 

yet you do not give them what is 
necessary for their body, what use is 

that? 17 Even so faith, if it has no works, 
is dead, being by itself.



Matthew 6:2
2 “So when you give to the poor, do not 

sound a trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in 

the streets, so that they may be 
honored by men. Truly I say to you, 

they have their reward in full. 



Caring for the Poor…

5) …brings glory
to God.
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2 Corinthians 9:13
13 Because of the proof given by this 

ministry, they will glorify God for your
obedience to your confession of the 

gospel of Christ and for the liberality of 
your contribution to them and to all,



Caring for the Poor…

6) …follows the 
footsteps of Jesus.
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Luke 12:33-34
33 “Sell your possessions and give to 

charity; make yourselves money belts 
which do not wear out, an unfailing 
treasure in heaven, where no thief 

comes near nor moth destroys. 
34 For where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also.



Acts 10:38
38 You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how 
God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit 

and with power, and how He went 
about doing good and healing all who 
were oppressed by the devil, for God 

was with Him.



What We Can Do

1) Overcome reservations
that hold us back.
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What We Can Do

2) Find ways to help with both 
relief and development.
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What We Can Do

3) Pray for our eyes to be open,
and for more opportunities 

to show God’s love.
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Galatians 6:10

10 So then, while we have opportunity, 
let us do good to all people, and 

especially to those who are of the 
household of the faith.


