
The Real Jesus





















Do you have a 
personalized 

version? 



The Real Jesus



“when Jesus finished these 

sayings, the crowds were 

astonished at his teaching,  for 

he was teaching them as one 

who had authority, and not as 

their scribes.”                               

Matthew 7:28-29



• How is it that the most influential 

character in all of human history has 

been reduced to something plain and 

ordinary?

• The people who heard Jesus preach 

were astonished (Matthew 7:28-29).

• Today much of that amazement has 

been lost.

• People cannot be amazed by him if they 

What happened to the real 

Jesus?



“The message of Jesus as I understand 

it, is contained in the Sermon on the 

Mount unadulterated and taken as a 

whole...If then I had to face only the 

Sermon on the Mount and my own 

interpretation of it, I should not hesitate 

to say, ‘Oh yes, I am a Christian’. But 

negatively I can tell you that in my 

humble opinion, what passes as 

Christianity is a negation of the Sermon 

on the Mount...I am speaking of the 

What happened to the real Jesus?



historical, non-biblical references to jesus

• “But all human efforts, all the lavish gifts of the emperor, and the propitiations of the gods, 
did not banish the sinister belief that the conflagration was the result of an order. 
Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most 
exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called Christians by the populace. 
Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign 
of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous 
superstition, thus checked for the moment, again broke out not only in Judaea, the first 
source of the evil, but even in Rome, where all things hideous and shameful from every part 
of the world find their centre and become popular.”

-Tacitus, Annals 15:44. AD 64.



historical, non-biblical 
references to jesus

• “They stated that the sum total of their error or misjudgment, had been 
coming to a meeting on a given day before dawn, and singing responsively a 
hymn to Christ as to God, swearing with a holy oath not to commit any 
crime, never to steal or commit robbery, commit adultery, fail a sworn 
agreement or refuse to return a sum left in trust. When all this was finished, 
it was their custom to go their separate ways, and later re-assemble to take 
food of an ordinary and simple kind.”

- Pliny, X:96. AD 109-111.



historical, non-biblical references to jesus

• “Now, there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man, 
for he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such men as receive the truth with 
pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the Jews, and many of the Gentiles. He 
was the Christ. And when Pilate, at the suggestion of principal men among us, had 
condemned him to the cross, those that loved him at the first did not forsake him; for 
he appeared to them alive again on the third day; as the divine prophets had foretold 
these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him. And the tribe of 
Christians, so named for him, are not extinct to this day.”

- Josephus, Antiquities 18:63-64. Mid-First Century AD.



historical, non-biblical references to jesus

• “Convening the judges of the Sanhedrin, he brought 
before them the brother of Jesus who was called the 
Christ, whose name was James, and certain others. He 
accused them of having transgressed the law and 
delivered them up to be stoned.”

- Josephus, Antiquities 20:200



historical, non-biblical references to jesus

• What do we learn from these references to Christ?

1. There is evidence for the historical figure of Jesus 
outside of the New Testament.

2. While important, these sources do not provide us 
with detailed information about who Jesus really 
was.



historical, non-biblical references to jesus

• If Jesus was an actual historical figure, then he is not 
ours to invent.

• If you really want to learn about Jesus there is only 
one source: the New Testament.



a biased account

• “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the 
disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are 
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 
name.” (John 20:30-31)



The Real Jesus



“Jesus said to her, “Do not cling 

to me, for I have not yet 

ascended to the Father; but go 

to my brothers and say to them, 

‘I am ascending to my Father 

and your Father, to my God and 

your God.”

John 20:17



John 6:1-66



John 17



“By this we know love, that he laid down 

his life for us...”

1 John 3:16



Acts 9:1-22



Are you willing to accept the real Jesus?

“As a result of this many of His disciples 

withdrew and were not walking with 

Him anymore.” 

John 6:66



So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to 

go away as well?” Simon Peter answered him, 

“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 

words of eternal life, and we have believed, 

and have come to know, that you are the Holy 

One of God.”

John 6:67-69



• HEAR - “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of 

Christ..” Romans 10:17

• BELIEVE – “unless you believe that I am he you will die in your sins.” John 

8:24

• REPENT - “repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in 

his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.” Luke 24:47

• CONFESS - “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God!” Matthew 

16:16

• BE BAPTIZED - “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name 

of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the 

gift of the Holy Spirit. .” Acts 2:38


