
The “Big Picture” Story 
of the Bible

What’s the Bible All About?
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The Patriarchal Age
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Testing Abraham’s Faith

Genesis 22
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Genesis 22:1-2
1 Now it came about after these things, 
that God tested Abraham, and said to 
him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I 
am.”



Genesis 22:1-2
2 He said, “Take now your son, your 
only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go 
to the land of Moriah, and offer him 
there as a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains of which I will tell you.”



Trying to make sense of a 
difficult command:

➢ Child sacrifice will clearly be 
condemned throughout 

Scripture.
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Leviticus 20:2
2 “You shall also say to the sons of 
Israel:

‘Any man from the sons of Israel or 
from the aliens sojourning in Israel 
who gives any of his offspring to 
Molech, shall surely be put to death; 
the people of the land shall stone him 
with stones.



Deuteronomy 18:10
9 “When you enter the land which the 
LORD your God gives you, you shall not 
learn to imitate the detestable things 
of those nations. 
10 There shall not be found among you 
anyone who makes his son or his 
daughter pass through the fire, …



Trying to make sense of a 
difficult command:

➢ Isaac was the child of 
God’s promise!
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Genesis 17:19
19 But God said, “No, but Sarah your 
wife will bear you a son, and you shall 
call his name Isaac; and I will establish 
My covenant with him for an 
everlasting covenant for his 
descendants after him.



Trying to make sense of a 
difficult command:

➢ Abraham had to decide if he 
would obey God, even when it 

didn’t make sense to him.
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Genesis 22:3-6
3 So Abraham rose early in the morning 
and saddled his donkey, and took two 
of his young men with him and Isaac 
his son; and he split wood for the burnt 
offering, and arose and went to the 
place of which God had told him.



Genesis 22:3-6
4 On the third day Abraham raised his 
eyes and saw the place from a 
distance. 
5 Abraham said to his young men, “Stay 
here with the donkey, and I and the lad 
will go over there; and we will worship 
and return to you.”



Genesis 22:3-6
6 Abraham took the wood of the burnt 
offering and laid it on Isaac his son, and 
he took in his hand the fire and the 
knife. So the two of them walked on 
together.



Testing Abraham’s Faith

We can only imagine the heart-
rending emotions of this journey.
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Hebrews 11:17-19
17 By faith Abraham, when he was 
tested, offered up Isaac, and he who 
had received the promises was offering 
up his only begotten son; 
18 it was he to whom it was said, “IN
ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS SHALL BE CALLED.”



Hebrews 11:17-19
19 He considered that God is able to 
raise people even from the dead, from 
which he also received him back as a 
type.



Genesis 22:7-8
7 Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and 
said, “My father!” And he said, “Here I 
am, my son.” And he said, “Behold, the 
fire and the wood, but where is the 
lamb for the burnt offering?”



Genesis 22:7-8
8 Abraham said, “God will provide for 
Himself the lamb for the burnt 
offering, my son.” So the two of them 
walked on together.



Genesis 22:9-12
9 Then they came to the place of which 
God had told him; and Abraham built 
the altar there and arranged the wood, 
and bound his son Isaac and laid him 
on the altar, on top of the wood.



Genesis 22:9-12
10 Abraham stretched out his hand and 
took the knife to slay his son. 
11 But the angel of the LORD called to 
him from heaven and said, “Abraham, 
Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.”



Genesis 22:9-12
12 He said, “Do not stretch out your 
hand against the lad, and do nothing to 
him; for now I know that you fear God, 
since you have not withheld your son, 
your only son, from Me.”



Genesis 22:13-14
13 Then Abraham raised his eyes and 
looked, and behold, behind him a ram 
caught in the thicket by his horns; and 
Abraham went and took the ram and 
offered him up for a burnt offering in 
the place of his son.



Genesis 22:13-14
14 Abraham called the name of that 
place The LORD Will Provide, as it is said 
to this day, “In the mount of the LORD it 
will be provided.”



Genesis 22:15-19
15 Then the angel of the LORD called to 
Abraham a second time from heaven, 
16 and said, “By Myself I have sworn, 
declares the LORD, because you have 
done this thing and have not withheld 
your son, your only son,



Genesis 22:15-19
17 indeed I will greatly bless you, and I 
will greatly multiply your seed as the 
stars of the heavens and as the sand 
which is on the seashore; and your 
seed shall possess the gate of their 
enemies.



Abraham is praised for:

1) Holding nothing
back from God.
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Genesis 22:15-19
18 In your seed all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed, because you 
have obeyed My voice.” 
19 So Abraham returned to his young 
men, and they arose and went 
together to Beersheba; and Abraham 
lived at Beersheba.



Abraham is praised for:

2) Obeying God.
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Learning from Genesis 22

1) Will I only obey what I think 
makes sense?
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Proverbs 3:5-6
5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart
And do not lean on your own 
understanding.
6 In all your ways acknowledge Him,
And He will make your paths straight.



Learning from Genesis 22

2) God will provide if 
we will obey.
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Genesis 22:14
14 Abraham called the name of that 
place The LORD Will Provide, as it is said 
to this day, “In the mount of the LORD it 
will be provided.”



Learning from Genesis 22

3) This passage helps us feel the 
difficulty of sacrificing a son!
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John 3:16
16 “For God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish, but have eternal life.



What 
Must I 
Do To 
Be 
Saved?

• Hear/learn about Christ 
(Rom. 10:17)Hear 

• Believe in Christ 
(John 8:24)Believe

• Repent/Turn to Christ  
(Acts 2:38)Repent

• Confess your faith in 
Christ (Romans 10:9-10)Confess

• Baptism into Christ  
(Acts 2:38, Rom 6:3-4)

Be 
Baptized



James 5:16

16 Therefore, confess your sins to one 
another, and pray for one another so 
that you may be healed. The effective 

prayer of a righteous man can 
accomplish much.


