
The “Big Picture” Story 
of the Bible

What’s the Bible All About?
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The Patriarchal Age
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Going Back Home

➢ Jacob’s life had been full of 
deception, 

yet God continued to work.
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Going Back Home

➢ He had left Laban,

and was going back home, where 
he would have to meet Esau again.
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Genesis 32:1-2
1 Now as Jacob went on his way, the 
angels of God met him. 
2 Jacob said when he saw them, “This is 
God’s camp.” So he named that place 
Mahanaim.



Genesis 32:6-8
6 The messengers returned to Jacob, 
saying, “We came to your brother 
Esau, and furthermore he is coming to 
meet you, and four hundred men are 
with him.”



Genesis 32:6-8
7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid and 
distressed; and he divided the people 
who were with him, and the flocks and 
the herds and the camels, into two 
companies; 
8 for he said, “If Esau comes to the one 
company and attacks it, then the 
company which is left will escape.”



A Fearful Night

Jacob’s Night:

1) Prayer before God.
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Genesis 32:9-12
9 Jacob said, “O God of my father 
Abraham and God of my father Isaac, O 
LORD, who said to me, ‘Return to your 
country and to your relatives, and I will 
prosper you,’



Genesis 32:9-12
10 I am unworthy of all the 
lovingkindness and of all the 
faithfulness which You have shown to 
Your servant; for with my staff only I 
crossed this Jordan, and now I have 
become two companies. 



Genesis 32:9-12
11 Deliver me, I pray, from the hand of 
my brother, from the hand of Esau; for 
I fear him, that he will come and attack 
me and the mothers with the children. 
12 For You said, ‘I will surely prosper 
you and make your descendants as the 
sand of the sea, which is too great to 
be numbered.’”



A Fearful Night

Jacob’s Night:

1) Prayer before God.

2) Gifts for Esau.
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Genesis 32:13-15
13 So he spent the night there. Then he 
selected from what he had with him a 
present for his brother Esau: 14 two 
hundred female goats and twenty male 
goats, two hundred ewes and twenty 
rams, 15 thirty milking camels and their 
colts, forty cows and ten bulls, twenty 
female donkeys and ten male donkeys.



Genesis 32:20-21
20 and you shall say, ‘Behold, your 
servant Jacob also is behind us.’” For 
he said, “I will appease him with the 
present that goes before me. Then 
afterward I will see his face; perhaps 
he will accept me.” 21 So the present 
passed on before him, while he himself 
spent that night in the camp.



A Fearful Night

Jacob’s Night:

1) Prayer before God.

2) Gifts for Esau.

3) Wrestling with an angel.
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Genesis 32:22-25
22 Now he arose that same night and 
took his two wives and his two maids 
and his eleven children, and crossed 
the ford of the Jabbok. 
23 He took them and sent them across 
the stream. And he sent across 
whatever he had.



Genesis 32:22-25
24 Then Jacob was left alone, and a man 
wrestled with him until daybreak.



Hosea 12:4
4 Yes, he wrestled with the angel 
and prevailed;
He wept and sought His favor.



Genesis 32:22-25
25 When he saw that he had not 
prevailed against him, he touched the 
socket of his thigh; so the socket of 
Jacob’s thigh was dislocated while he 
wrestled with him.



2 Peter 2:11
11 whereas angels who are greater in 
might and power do not bring a 
reviling judgment against them before 
the Lord. 



A Fearful Night

Jacob’s Night:

1) Prayer before God.

2) Gifts for Esau.

3) Wrestling with an angel.

4) Blessing from God.
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Genesis 32:26-31
26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the 
dawn is breaking.” But he said, “I will 
not let you go unless you bless me.”



Genesis 32:26-31
27 So he said to him, “What is your 
name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 



Genesis 32:26-31
28 He said, “Your name shall no longer 
be Jacob, but Israel; for you have 
striven with God and with men and 
have prevailed.”



A Fearful Night

Jacob’s Night:

1) Prayer before God.

2) Gifts for Esau.

3) Wrestling with an angel.

4) Blessing from God.

➢ His new name: Israel.
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Genesis 32:26-31
28 He said, “Your name shall no longer 
be Jacob, but Israel; for you have 
striven with God and with men and 
have prevailed.”



Genesis 32:26-31
29 Then Jacob asked him and said, 
“Please tell me your name.” But he 
said, “Why is it that you ask my 
name?” And he blessed him there.



Genesis 32:26-31
30 So Jacob named the place Peniel, for 
he said, “I have seen God face to face, 
yet my life has been preserved.”



Genesis 32:26-31
31 Now the sun rose upon him just as 
he crossed over Penuel, and he was 
limping on his thigh.



Learning From Genesis 32

1) The struggle to turn our pride
into humility before God.
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Matthew 16:24
24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If 
anyone wishes to come after Me, he 
must deny himself, and take up his 
cross and follow Me.



James 4:10
10 Humble yourselves in the presence 
of the Lord, and He will exalt you.



Learning From Genesis 32

2) Realizing that we need God!
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Genesis 32:26
26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the 
dawn is breaking.” But he said, “I will 
not let you go unless you bless me.”



Exodus 33:15-16
15 Then he said to Him, “If Your 
presence does not go with us, do not 
lead us up from here. 



Exodus 33:15-16
16 For how then can it be known that I 
have found favor in Your sight, I and 
Your people? Is it not by Your going 
with us, so that we, I and Your people, 
may be distinguished from all the other
people who are upon the face of the 
earth?”



2 Corinthians 4:7-9
7 But we have this treasure in earthen 
vessels, so that the surpassing 
greatness of the power will be of God 
and not from ourselves;



2 Corinthians 4:7-9
8 we are afflicted in every way, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; 
9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck 
down, but not destroyed;



Learning From Genesis 32

3) Our new name: 

Christian!
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John 3:30
30 He must increase, 
but I must decrease.



What 
Must I 
Do To 
Be 
Saved?

• Hear/learn about Christ 
(Rom. 10:17)Hear 

• Believe in Christ 
(John 8:24)Believe

• Commit to live for Christ  
(Acts 2:38)Repent

• Confess faith in Christ 
(Romans 10:9-10)Confess

• Baptism into Christ  
(Acts 2:38, Rom 6:3-4)

Be 
Baptized



James 5:16

16 Therefore, confess your sins to one 
another, and pray for one another so 
that you may be healed. The effective 

prayer of a righteous man can 
accomplish much.


