
The First 
Empty Tomb
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John Chapter 11

1) Lazarus’ 
sickness and 
Jesus’ plan –
v. 1-16.
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John 11
1 Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus 
of Bethany, the village of Mary and her 
sister Martha.

…
3 So the sisters sent word to Him, 
saying, “Lord, behold, he whom You 
love is sick.”



John 11
4 But when Jesus heard this, He said, 
“This sickness is not to end in death, 
but for the glory of God, so that the 
Son of God may be glorified by it.”



John 11
5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarus. 
6 So when He heard that he was sick, 
He then stayed two days longer in the 
place where He was.



John 11
7 Then after this He said to the 
disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 
8 The disciples said to Him, “Rabbi, the 
Jews were just now seeking to stone 
You, and are You going there again?”



John 11
11 This He said, and after that He said to 
them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep; but I go, so that I may awaken 
him out of sleep.”



John 11
12 The disciples then said to Him, “Lord, 
if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 
13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, 
but they thought that He was speaking 
of literal sleep.



John 11
14 So Jesus then said to them plainly, 
“Lazarus is dead, 
15 and I am glad for your sakes that I 
was not there, so that you may believe; 
but let us go to him.”



John 11
16 Therefore Thomas, who is called 
Didymus, said to his fellow disciples, 
“Let us also go, so that we may die 
with Him.”



John Chapter 11

2) Jesus talks with   
Martha and 
Mary – v. 17-37.

Im
age fro

m
: w

w
w

.ligh
tsto

ck.co
m



John 11
17 So when Jesus came, He found that 
he had already been in the tomb four 
days. 
18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, 
about two miles off; 
19 and many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary, to console them 
concerning their brother.



John 11
20 Martha therefore, when she heard 
that Jesus was coming, went to meet 
Him, but Mary stayed at the house. 
21 Martha then said to Jesus, “Lord, if 
You had been here, my brother would 
not have died. 
22 Even now I know that whatever You 
ask of God, God will give You.”



John 11
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will 
rise again.” 
24 Martha said to Him, “I know that he 
will rise again in the resurrection on 
the last day.”



John 11
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life; he who 
believes in Me will live even if he dies, 
26 and everyone who lives and believes 
in Me will never die. Do you believe 
this?”



John 11
27 She said to Him, “Yes, Lord; I have 
believed that You are the Christ, the 
Son of God, even He who comes into 
the world.”



John 11
28 When she had said this, she went 
away and called Mary her sister, saying 
secretly, “The Teacher is here and is 
calling for you.” 
29 And when she heard it, she got up 
quickly and was coming to Him.



John 11
30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the 
village, but was still in the place where 
Martha met Him. 
31 Then the Jews who were with her in 
the house, and consoling her, when 
they saw that Mary got up quickly and 
went out, they followed her, supposing 
that she was going to the tomb to 
weep there.



John 11
32 Therefore, when Mary came where 
Jesus was, she saw Him, and fell at His 
feet, saying to Him, “Lord, if You had 
been here, my brother would not have 
died.”



John 11
33 When Jesus therefore saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who came with 
her also weeping, He was deeply 
moved in spirit and was troubled, 
34 and said, “Where have you laid 
him?” They said to Him, “Lord, come 
and see.”



John 11
35 Jesus wept. 
36 So the Jews were saying, “See how 
He loved him!” 
37 But some of them said, “Could not 
this man, who opened the eyes of the 
blind man, have kept this man also 
from dying?”



John Chapter 11

3) The 
Miracle –
v. 38-44.
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John 11
38 So Jesus, again being deeply moved 
within, came to the tomb. Now it was a 
cave, and a stone was lying against it. 
39 Jesus said, “Remove the stone.” 
Martha, the sister of the deceased, 
said to Him, “Lord, by this time there 
will be a stench, for he has been dead
four days.”



John 11
40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not say to 
you that if you believe, you will see the 
glory of God?”



John 11
41 So they removed the stone. Then 
Jesus raised His eyes, and said, “Father, 
I thank You that You have heard Me. 
42 I knew that You always hear Me; but 
because of the people standing around 
I said it, so that they may believe that 
You sent Me.”



John 11
43 When He had said these things, 
He cried out with a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come forth.”



John 11
44 The man who had died came forth, 
bound hand and foot with wrappings, 
and his face was wrapped around with 
a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind 
him, and let him go.”



John Chapter 11

4) The very 
different 
reactions –
v. 45-57.
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John 11
45 Therefore many of the Jews who 
came to Mary, and saw what He had 
done, believed in Him. 



John 11
47 Therefore the chief priests and the 
Pharisees convened a council, and 
were saying, “What are we doing? For 
this man is performing many signs. 
48 If we let Him go on like this, all men 
will believe in Him, and the Romans 
will come and take away both our 
place and our nation.”



John 11
53 So from that day on they planned 
together to kill Him.



What We Learn

1) God’s power is even bigger than 
we think.
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John 11
21 Martha then said to Jesus, “Lord, if 
You had been here, my brother would 
not have died. 
…

32 Therefore, when Mary came where 
Jesus was, she saw Him, and fell at His 
feet, saying to Him, “Lord, if You had 
been here, my brother would not have 
died.”



Ephesians 3:20-21

20 Now to Him who is able to do far 
more abundantly beyond all that we 
ask or think, according to the power 
that works within us, 
21 to Him be the glory in the church and 
in Christ Jesus to all generations 
forever and ever. Amen.



What We Learn

2)   God genuinely cares when 
we hurt.
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John 11
33 When Jesus therefore saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who came with 
her also weeping, He was deeply 
moved in spirit and was troubled, 
34 and said, “Where have you laid 
him?” They said to Him, “Lord, come 
and see.”
35 Jesus wept. 



What We Learn

3)   God’s timing is different – and 
better – than ours.
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John 11
5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarus. 
6 So when He heard that he was sick, 
He then stayed two days longer in the 
place where He was.



Romans 8:18
18 For I consider that the sufferings of 
this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that is to be 
revealed to us.



What We Learn

4)   A common theme throughout 
the New Testament: Jesus 

overcomes death!
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Acts 2:23-24
23 this Man, delivered over by the 
predetermined plan and 
foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a 
cross by the hands of godless men and 
put Him to death. 
24 But God raised Him up again, putting 
an end to the agony of death, since it 
was impossible for Him to be held in its 
power.



1 Corinthians 15:54-55
54 But when this perishable will have 
put on the imperishable, and this 
mortal will have put on immortality, 
then will come about the saying that is 
written, “DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in 
victory. 
55 O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O 
DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?”



Final passage to 
remember:
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John 5:28-29
28 Do not marvel at this; for an hour is 
coming, in which all who are in the 
tombs will hear His voice, 
29 and will come forth; those who did 
the good deeds to a resurrection of life, 
those who committed the evil deeds to 
a resurrection of judgment.



What Must I Do To Be Saved?

Be Baptized Baptism into Christ  (Acts 2:38, Rom 6:3-4)

Confess Confess Faith in Christ (Romans 10:9-10)

Repent Commit to Live for Christ  (Acts 3:19)

Believe Believe in Christ (John 8:24)

Hear Hear about Christ (Rom. 10:17)



James 5:16
16 Therefore, confess your sins to one 
another, and pray for one another so 
that you may be healed. The effective 
prayer of a righteous man can 
accomplish much.


