
Memorial Day Weekend

➢Memorial Day reminds us: some 
things are worth dying for.
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The First Apostle to Die for Christ
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Getting to Know James

➢He was from an
accomplished family.
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Mark 1:19-20
19 Going on a little farther, He saw 
James the son of Zebedee, and John his 
brother, who were also in the boat 
mending the nets. 
20 Immediately He called them; and 
they left their father Zebedee in the 
boat with the hired servants, and went 
away to follow Him.



John 18:15-16
15 Simon Peter was following Jesus, and 
so was another disciple. Now that 
disciple was known to the high priest, 
and entered with Jesus into the court 
of the high priest, 16 but Peter was 
standing at the door outside. So the 
other disciple, who was known to the 
high priest, went out and spoke to the 
doorkeeper, and brought Peter in.



Getting to Know James

➢He was a leader among the 
apostles.
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Mark 3:16-19
16 And He appointed the twelve: Simon 
(to whom He gave the name Peter), 
17 and James, the son of Zebedee, and 
John the brother of James …18 and 
Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, 
and Matthew, and Thomas, and James 
the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, 
and Simon the Zealot; 19 and Judas 
Iscariot, who betrayed Him.



Mark 15:40
40 There were also some women 
looking on from a distance, among 
whom were Mary Magdalene, and 
Mary the mother of James the Less and 
Joses, and Salome.



Mark 5:37
37 And He allowed no one to 
accompany Him, except Peter and 
James and John the brother of James.



A Notable Characteristic:

Passion
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A Notable Characteristic:

➢A nickname from Jesus:
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Mark 3:17
16 And He appointed the twelve: Simon 
(to whom He gave the name Peter), 
17 and James, the son of Zebedee, and 
John the brother of James (to them He 
gave the name Boanerges, which 
means, “Sons of Thunder”); 



A Notable Characteristic:

➢This quality can be good,
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John 2:17
17 His disciples remembered that it was 
written, “ZEAL FOR YOUR HOUSE WILL

CONSUME ME.”



A Notable Characteristic:

➢This quality can be good,
but it can also be misguided. 
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Romans 10:2
1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and my 
prayer to God for them is for their
salvation. 
2 For I testify about them that they 
have a zeal for God, but not in 
accordance with knowledge.



Proverbs 28:26
26 He who trusts in his own heart is a 
fool,
But he who walks wisely will be 
delivered.



A Notable Characteristic:

➢Two times it was misguided:
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Luke 9:51-56
51 When the days were approaching for 
His ascension, He was determined to 
go to Jerusalem; 
52 and He sent messengers on ahead of 
Him, and they went and entered a 
village of the Samaritans to make 
arrangements for Him.



Luke 9:51-56
53 But they did not receive Him, 
because He was traveling toward 
Jerusalem.



Luke 9:51-56
54 When His disciples James and John 
saw this, they said, “Lord, do You want 
us to command fire to come down 
from heaven and consume them?”



Luke 9:51-56
55 But He turned and rebuked them, 
[and said, “You do not know what kind 
of spirit you are of; 
56 for the Son of Man did not come to 
destroy men’s lives, but to save them.”] 
And they went on to another village.



Matthew 20:20-28
20 Then the mother of the sons of 
Zebedee came to Jesus with her sons, 
bowing down and making a request of 
Him. 



Matthew 20:20-28
21 And He said to her, “What do you 
wish?” She said to Him, “Command 
that in Your kingdom these two sons of 
mine may sit one on Your right and one 
on Your left.”



Matthew 20:20-28
22 But Jesus answered, “You do not 
know what you are asking. Are you 
able to drink the cup that I am about to 
drink?” They said to Him, “We are 
able.”



Matthew 20:20-28
23 He said to them, “My cup you shall 
drink; but to sit on My right and on My
left, this is not Mine to give, but it is for 
those for whom it has been prepared 
by My Father.”



Matthew 20:20-28
25 But Jesus called them to Himself and 
said, “You know that the rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their
great men exercise authority over 
them. 
26 It is not this way among you, but 
whoever wishes to become great 
among you shall be your servant,



Matthew 20:20-28
28 just as the Son of Man did not come 
to be served, but to serve, and to give 
His life a ransom for many.”



Willing to Die for Christ

➢The passage that tells about his 
death: Acts 12:1-3

Im
age fro

m
: w

w
w

.ligh
tsto

ck.co
m



Acts 12:1-3
1 Now about that time Herod the king 
laid hands on some who belonged to 
the church in order to mistreat them. 
2 And he had James the brother of John 
put to death with a sword. 
3 When he saw that it pleased the Jews, 
he proceeded to arrest Peter also. Now 
it was during the days of Unleavened 
Bread.



Willing to Die for Christ

➢Willingness to sacrifice is 
contagious.
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Philippians 1:14
14 and that most of the brethren, 
trusting in the Lord because of my 
imprisonment, have far more courage 
to speak the word of God without fear.



2 Timothy 1:8
8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the 
testimony of our Lord or of me His 
prisoner, but join with me in suffering 
for the gospel according to the power 
of God,



Psalm 63:3

3 Because Your lovingkindness is 
better than life,
My lips will praise You.
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What Must I Do To Be Saved?

Be Baptized Baptism into Christ  (Acts 2:38, Rom 6:3-4)

Confess Confess Faith in Christ (Romans 10:9-10)

Repent Commit to Live for Christ  (Acts 2:38)

Believe Believe in Christ (John 8:24)

Hear Hear about Christ (Rom. 10:17)



James 5:16

16 Therefore, confess your sins to one 
another, and pray for one another so 
that you may be healed. The effective 

prayer of a righteous man can 
accomplish much.


