
The “Big Picture” Story 
of the Bible

What’s the Bible All About?
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The Mosaic Age
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The Judges Cycle



Playing Out One of Scripture’s 
Biggest Themes
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➢ Moses had warned the Israelites 
of God’s “blessings” and “curses.”



Deuteronomy 28:1-2ff
1 “Now it shall be, if you diligently obey 
the LORD your God, being careful to do 
all His commandments which I 
command you today, the LORD your 
God will set you high above all the 
nations of the earth. 
2 All these blessings will come upon 
you and overtake you if you obey the 
LORD your God:



Deuteronomy 28:15ff
15 “But it shall come about, if you do 
not obey the LORD your God, to 
observe to do all His commandments 
and His statutes with which I charge 
you today, that all these curses will 
come upon you and overtake you:



Playing Out One of Scripture’s 
Biggest Themes
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➢ Old Testament history has 
sometimes been called 
“Deuteronomic history.”



•Deuteronomic history. The name 
given by scholars to the theory of 
history in the biblical books 
Deuteronomy-2 Kings: obedience to 
the commands of God leads to 
success, and disobedience to disaster.

• The Concise Oxford Dictionary of World Religions 
© The Concise Oxford Dictionary of World Religions 1997, 
originally published by Oxford University Press 1997.

https://www.encyclopedia.com/philosophy-and-religion/other-religious-beliefs-and-general-terms/religion-general/god


Playing Out One of Scripture’s 
Biggest Themes
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➢ The Judges cycle is described in 
Judges 2:11-23.



Judges 2
11 Then the sons of Israel did evil in the 
sight of the LORD and served the Baals, 
12 and they forsook the LORD, the God 
of their fathers, who had brought them 
out of the land of Egypt, and followed 
other gods from among the gods of the 
peoples who were around them, and 
bowed themselves down to them; thus 
they provoked the LORD to anger.



Judges 2
14 The anger of the LORD burned against 
Israel, and He gave them into the 
hands of plunderers who plundered 
them; and He sold them into the hands 
of their enemies around them, so that 
they could no longer stand before their 
enemies. 



Judges 2
15 Wherever they went, the hand of the 
LORD was against them for evil, as the 
LORD had spoken and as the LORD had 
sworn to them, so that they were 
severely distressed.



Judges 2
18 When the LORD raised up judges for 
them, the LORD was with the judge and 
delivered them from the hand of their 
enemies all the days of the judge; for 
the LORD was moved to pity by their 
groaning because of those who 
oppressed and afflicted them.



Judges 2
19 But it came about when the judge 
died, that they would turn back and act 
more corruptly than their fathers, in 
following other gods to serve them and 
bow down to them; they did not 
abandon their practices or their 
stubborn ways.



Seeing It In Gideon
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1) The people do evil, and they 
are oppressed by Midian.



Judges 6:1-2
1 Then the sons of Israel did what was 
evil in the sight of the LORD; and the 
LORD gave them into the hands of 
Midian seven years. 2 The power of 
Midian prevailed against Israel. 
Because of Midian the sons of Israel 
made for themselves the dens which 
were in the mountains and the caves 
and the strongholds.



Seeing It In Gideon
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2) The people cry out 
to the Lord.



Judges 6:6
6 So Israel was brought very low 
because of Midian, and the sons of 
Israel cried to the LORD.



Seeing It In Gideon
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3) God raises up a deliverer, 
and God gives the victory.



Judges 6:11-12
11 Then the angel of the LORD came and 
sat under the oak that was in Ophrah, 
which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite 
as his son Gideon was beating out 
wheat in the wine press in order to 
save it from the Midianites. 
12 The angel of the LORD appeared to 
him and said to him, “The LORD is with 
you, O valiant warrior.”



Judges 6:34
34 So the Spirit of the LORD came upon 
Gideon; and he blew a trumpet, and 
the Abiezrites were called together to 
follow him.



Judges 7:2
2 The LORD said to Gideon, “The people 
who are with you are too many for Me 
to give Midian into their hands, for 
Israel would become boastful, saying, 
‘My own power has delivered me.’



Seeing It In Gideon
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4) The people have peace while 
they are faithful to God.



Judges 8:28
28 So Midian was subdued before the 
sons of Israel, and they did not lift up 
their heads anymore. And the land was 
undisturbed for forty years in the days 
of Gideon.



Judges 8:33-34
33 Then it came about, as soon as 
Gideon was dead, that the sons of 
Israel again played the harlot with the 
Baals, and made Baal-berith their god. 
34 Thus the sons of Israel did not 
remember the LORD their God, who 
had delivered them from the hands of 
all their enemies on every side;



Learning from the Judges
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1) Don’t forget God.



Learning from the Judges
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2) The consequences of sin versus 
the blessings of God.



Learning from the Judges
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3) Let’s be consistent
in our faith.



Receiving God’s Salvation

Be Baptized Baptism into Christ  (Acts 2:38, Rom 6:3-4)

Confess Confess faith in Christ (Romans 10:9-10)

Repent Repent/Turn to Christ  (Acts 3:19)

Believe Believe in Christ (John 8:24)

Hear Hear about Christ (Rom. 10:17)



1 John 1:9

9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and righteous to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.


