
The “Big Picture” Story 
of the Bible

What’s the Bible All About?
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The Mosaic Age

Im
age fro

m
: w

w
w

.ligh
tsto

ck.co
m

Saul’s Weakness



A New Era

After the judges came the 
time of the kings, 
starting with Saul.
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Saul’s Failure
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➢ Saul was supposed to strike
the nation of Amalek.



1 Samuel 15:1-2
1 Then Samuel said to Saul, “The LORD

sent me to anoint you as king over His 
people, over Israel; now therefore, 

listen to the words of the LORD. 



1 Samuel 15:1-2
2 Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘I will 
punish Amalek for what he did to 

Israel, how he set himself against him 
on the way while he was coming up 

from Egypt.



Deuteronomy 25:17-19
17 “Remember what Amalek did to          
you along the way when you came        

out from Egypt, 
18 how he met you along the way and 
attacked among you all the stragglers 
at your rear when you were faint and 

weary; and he did not fear God.



Deuteronomy 25:17-19
19 Therefore it shall come about when 
the LORD your God has given you rest 
from all your surrounding enemies, in 

the land which the LORD your God gives 
you as an inheritance to possess, you 
shall blot out the memory of Amalek 

from under heaven; you must not 
forget.



Saul’s Failure
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➢ Saul shows a 
selective obedience.



1 Samuel 15:7-9
7 So Saul defeated the Amalekites,  

from Havilah as you go to Shur, which 
is east of Egypt. 

8 He captured Agag the king of the 
Amalekites alive, and utterly  

destroyed all the people with the        
edge of the sword.



1 Samuel 15:7-9
9 But Saul and the people spared Agag
and the best of the sheep, the oxen, 

the fatlings, the lambs, and all that was 
good, and were not willing to destroy 
them utterly; but everything despised 

and worthless, that they utterly 
destroyed.



Saul’s Failure
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➢ God is disappointed in Saul,

And will give the kingdom
to someone else.



1 Samuel 15:10-11
10 Then the word of the LORD came        

to Samuel, saying, 
11 “I regret that I have made Saul king, 
for he has turned back from following 

Me and has not carried out My 
commands.” And Samuel was 

distressed and cried out to                  
the LORD all night.



1 Samuel 15:12-23
12 Samuel rose early in the morning to 

meet Saul; and it was told Samuel, 
saying, “Saul came to Carmel, and 
behold, he set up a monument for 

himself, then turned and proceeded  
on down to Gilgal.” 



1 Samuel 15:12-23
13 Samuel came to Saul, and Saul          

said to him, “Blessed are you of the 
LORD! I have carried out the       

command of the LORD.”



1 Samuel 15:12-23
14 But Samuel said, “What then is this 
bleating of the sheep in my ears, and 
the lowing of the oxen which I hear?” 



1 Samuel 15:12-23
15 Saul said, “They have brought them 
from the Amalekites, for the people 

spared the best of the sheep and oxen, 
to sacrifice to the LORD your God; but 
the rest we have utterly destroyed.” 



1 Samuel 15:12-23
16 Then Samuel said to Saul,                

“Wait, and let me tell you what the 
LORD said to me last night.” And he  

said to him, “Speak!”



1 Samuel 15:12-23
17 Samuel said, “Is it not true, though 
you were little in your own eyes, you 
were made the head of the tribes of 

Israel? And the LORD anointed you king 
over Israel,



1 Samuel 15:12-23
18 and the LORD sent you on a mission, 
and said, ‘Go and utterly destroy the 

sinners, the Amalekites, and fight 
against them until they are 

exterminated.’



1 Samuel 15:12-23
19 Why then did you not obey the   

voice of the LORD, but rushed upon          
the spoil and did what was evil in the 

sight of the LORD?”



1 Samuel 15:12-23
20 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I did obey 
the voice of the LORD, and went on the 

mission on which the LORD sent me, 
and have brought back Agag the king  

of Amalek, and have utterly destroyed 
the Amalekites.



1 Samuel 15:12-23
21 But the people took some of the 
spoil, sheep and oxen, the choicest     

of the things devoted to destruction,  
to sacrifice to the LORD your                

God at Gilgal.”



1 Samuel 15:12-23
22 Samuel said,

“Has the LORD as much delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices

As in obeying the voice of the LORD?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,

And to heed than the fat of rams.



1 Samuel 15:12-23
23 “For rebellion is as the                      

sin of divination,
And insubordination is as              

iniquity and idolatry.
Because you have rejected the       

word of the LORD,
He has also rejected you                         

from being king.”



1 Samuel 15:24
24 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have 

sinned; I have indeed transgressed the 
command of the LORD and your words, 

because I feared the people and 
listened to their voice.



What We Learn
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1) A fear of displeasing people can 
be a fatal spiritual issue.



1 Samuel 15:24
24 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have 

sinned; I have indeed transgressed the 
command of the LORD and your words, 

because I feared the people and 
listened to their voice.



1 Samuel 13:11
11 But Samuel said, “What have you 

done?” And Saul said, “Because I saw 
that the people were scattering from 
me, and that you did not come within 

the appointed days, and that the 
Philistines were assembling at 

Michmash,



John 12:42-43
42 Nevertheless many even of the rulers 

believed in Him, but because of the 
Pharisees they were not confessing 
Him, for fear that they would be put 

out of the synagogue; 
43 for they loved the approval of men 

rather than the approval of God.



What We Learn
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2) Let’s never think that we know 
better than God’s word!



1 Samuel 15:20-22
20 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I did obey 
the voice of the LORD, and went on the 

mission on which the LORD sent me, 
and have brought back Agag the king  

of Amalek, and have utterly destroyed 
the Amalekites.



1 Samuel 15:20-22
21 But the people took some of the 
spoil, sheep and oxen, the choicest     

of the things devoted to destruction,  
to sacrifice to the LORD your                

God at Gilgal.”



1 Samuel 15:20-22
22 Samuel said,

“Has the LORD as much delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices

As in obeying the voice of the LORD?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,

And to heed than the fat of rams.



2 Thessalonians 2:15

15 So then, brethren, stand firm and 
hold to the traditions which you were 
taught, whether by word of mouth or 

by letter from us.



Philippians 4:9

9 The things you have learned and 
received and heard and seen in me, 

practice these things, and the God of 
peace will be with you.



1 Corinthians 3:6-7

6 I planted, Apollos watered, 
but God was causing the growth. 

7 So then neither the one who plants 
nor the one who waters is anything, 

but God who causes the growth.



What We Learn
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3) The blessings we miss 
because of our sin.



1 Samuel 13:13-14
13 Samuel said to Saul, “You have acted 

foolishly; you have not kept the 
commandment of the LORD your God, 

which He commanded you, for now the 
LORD would have established your 

kingdom over Israel forever.



1 Samuel 13:13-14
14 But now your kingdom shall not 

endure. The LORD has sought out for 
Himself a man after His own heart, and 

the LORD has appointed him as ruler 
over His people, because you have not 
kept what the LORD commanded you.”



2 Chronicles 25:9
9 Amaziah said to the man of God, 

“But what shall we do for the hundred 
talents which I have given to the troops 

of Israel?” And the man of God 
answered, “The LORD has much more 

to give you than this.”
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Let’s give God our full heart

and our best effort at obedience, 

no matter what people think.



Receiving God’s Salvation

Be Baptized Baptism into Christ  (Acts 2:38, Rom 6:3-4)

Confess Confess faith in Christ (Romans 10:9-10)

Repent Repent/Turn to Christ  (Acts 3:19)

Believe Believe in Christ (John 8:24)

Hear Hear about Christ (Rom. 10:17)



1 John 1:9

9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and righteous to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.


