
The “Big Picture” Story 
of the Bible

What’s the Bible All About?
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The Mosaic Age
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Back to Jerusalem



Isaiah 44:28
28 “It is I who says of Cyrus, ‘He is My 
shepherd!
And he will perform all My desire.’
And he declares of Jerusalem, ‘She will 
be built,’
And of the temple, ‘Your foundation 
will be laid.’”



Jeremiah 29:11-12
10 “For thus says the LORD, ‘When 
seventy years have been completed for 
Babylon, I will visit you and fulfill My 
good word to you, to bring you back to 
this place. 
11 For I know the plans that I have for 
you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans for 
welfare and not for calamity to give 
you a future and a hope.



Time to Return Home
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➢ Cyrus allowed the Jews to go 
back and rebuild in 537 BC.



Ezra 1:1-4
1 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of 
Persia, in order to fulfill the word of 
the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, the 
LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king 
of Persia, so that he sent a 
proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom, and also put it in writing, 
saying:



Ezra 1:1-4
2 “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, ‘The 
LORD, the God of heaven, has given me 
all the kingdoms of the earth and He 
has appointed me to build Him a house 
in Jerusalem, which is in Judah.



Ezra 1:1-4
3 Whoever there is among you of all His 
people, may his God be with him! Let 
him go up to Jerusalem which is in 
Judah and rebuild the house of the 
LORD, the God of Israel; He is the God 
who is in Jerusalem.



Ezra 1:1-4
4 Every survivor, at whatever place he 
may live, let the men of that place 
support him with silver and gold, with 
goods and cattle, together with a 
freewill offering for the house of God 
which is in Jerusalem.’”



They built the altar
and the foundation
relatively quickly.
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Ezra 3:1-2
1 Now when the seventh month came, 
and the sons of Israel were in the 
cities, the people gathered together as 
one man to Jerusalem. 



Ezra 3:1-2
2 Then Jeshua the son of Jozadak and 
his brothers the priests, and 
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and his 
brothers arose and built the altar of 
the God of Israel to offer burnt 
offerings on it, as it is written in the 
law of Moses, the man of God.



Ezra 3:10-12
10 Now when the builders had laid the 
foundation of the temple of the LORD, 
the priests stood in their apparel with 
trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of 
Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the LORD

according to the directions of King 
David of Israel.



Ezra 3:10-12
11 They sang, praising and giving thanks 
to the LORD, saying, “For He is good, for 
His lovingkindness is upon Israel 
forever.” And all the people shouted 
with a great shout when they praised 
the LORD because the foundation of the 
house of the LORD was laid.



Ezra 3:10-12
12 Yet many of the priests and Levites 
and heads of fathers’ households, the 
old men who had seen the first temple, 
wept with a loud voice when the 
foundation of this house was laid 
before their eyes, while many shouted 
aloud for joy,



Ezra 4:4-5
4 Then the people of the land 
discouraged the people of Judah, 
and frightened them from building, 
5 and hired counselors against them to 
frustrate their counsel all the days of 
Cyrus king of Persia, even until the 
reign of Darius king of Persia.



Ezra 4:24
24 Then work on the house of God in 
Jerusalem ceased, and it was stopped 
until the second year of the reign of 
Darius king of Persia.



After opposition arose, 
the temple was left 
unfinished for about

16 years.
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Ezra 5:1-2
1 When the prophets, Haggai the 
prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo, 
prophesied to the Jews who were in 
Judah and Jerusalem in the name of 
the God of Israel, who was over them, 



Ezra 5:1-2
2 then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel
and Jeshua the son of Jozadak arose 
and began to rebuild the house of God 
which is in Jerusalem; and the 
prophets of God were with them 
supporting them.



Ezra 6:14-16
14 And the elders of the Jews were 
successful in building through the 
prophesying of Haggai the prophet and 
Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they 
finished building according to the 
command of the God of Israel and the 
decree of Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes 
king of Persia. 



Ezra 6:14-16
15 This temple was completed on the 
third day of the month Adar; it was the 
sixth year of the reign of King Darius.



Ezra 6:14-16
16 And the sons of Israel, the priests, 
the Levites and the rest of the exiles, 
celebrated the dedication of this house 
of God with joy.
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Jerusalem would be rebuilt,
ready for the time of Christ…



Let’s Rise Up and Build
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Let’s Rise Up and Build
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➢ Sometimes our lives are filled 
with monuments to 
unfinished business.



Hebrews 12:1-2
1 Therefore, since we have so great a 
cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let 
us also lay aside every encumbrance 
and the sin which so easily entangles 
us, and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, 



Hebrews 12:1-2
2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author 
and perfecter of faith, who for the joy 
set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down 
at the right hand of the throne of God.



Revelation 3:1-3
1 “To the angel of the church in Sardis 
write:

He who has the seven Spirits of God 
and the seven stars, says this: ‘I know 
your deeds, that you have a name that 
you are alive, but you are dead. 



Revelation 3:1-3

2 Wake up, and strengthen the things 
that remain, which were about to die; 
for I have not found your deeds 
completed in the sight of My God.



Revelation 3:1-3

3 So remember what you have received 
and heard; and keep it, and repent. 
Therefore if you do not wake up, I will 
come like a thief, and you will not know 
at what hour I will come to you.



Let’s Rise Up and Build
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➢ Do I have unfinished business 
with people?
With God?



Acts 24:25

25 But as he was discussing 
righteousness, self-control and the 
judgment to come, Felix became 
frightened and said, “Go away for the 
present, and when I find time I will 
summon you.”



Let’s Rise Up and Build
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➢ Passages about Jesus:



John 17:4

4 I glorified You on the earth, having 
accomplished the work which You have 
given Me to do.



John 19:30

30 Therefore when Jesus had received 
the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” 
And He bowed His head and gave up 
His spirit.
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➢We are blessed to stand on 
the finished work of Christ!



Psalm 126:5

5 Those who sow in tears shall reap 
with joyful shouting.



What Must I Do To Be Saved?

Be Baptized Baptism into Christ  (Acts 2:38, Rom 6:3-4)

Confess Confess faith in Christ (Romans 10:9-10)

Repent Repent/Turn to Christ  (Acts 3:19)

Believe Believe in Christ (John 8:24)

Hear Hear about Christ (Rom. 10:17)



James 5:16

16 Therefore, confess your sins to one 
another, and pray for one another so 
that you may be healed. The effective 

prayer of a righteous man can 
accomplish much.


