
What To Do With the Christians?
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The Roman Empire and 
Christians – AD 110
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There is a well-known correspondence 
between Pliny and Trajan.



1 Peter 1:1
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,

To those who reside as aliens, 
scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who 
are chosen …



The Roman Empire and 
Christians – AD 110
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We see the governor’s questions, 

trials, 

and findings.



The Roman Empire and 
Christians – AD 110
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We then see the emperor’s reply.



I’m Reminded…
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1) Jesus disrupted the world 
(for good!).



Acts 17:6-7
6 When they did not find them, they 
began dragging Jason and some 
brethren before the city authorities, 
shouting, “These men who have 
upset the world have come here also; 
7 and Jason has welcomed them, and 
they all act contrary to the decrees of 
Caesar, saying that there is another 
king, Jesus.”



Matthew 13:33
33 He spoke another parable to them, 
“The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, 
which a woman took and hid in three 
pecks of flour until it was all leavened.”



I’m Reminded…
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2) The world will not always appreciate
our Christian commitment.



John 15:18-20
18 “If the world hates you, you know 
that it has hated Me before it hated
you. 
19 If you were of the world, the world 
would love its own; but because you 
are not of the world, but I chose you 
out of the world, because of this the 
world hates you. 



John 15:18-20
20 Remember the word that I said to 
you, ‘A slave is not greater than his 
master.’ If they persecuted Me, they 
will also persecute you; if they kept My 
word, they will keep yours also.



1 John 3:12-13
12 not as Cain, who was of the evil one 
and slew his brother. And for what 
reason did he slay him? Because his 
deeds were evil, and his brother’s were 
righteous.
13 Do not be surprised, brethren, if the 
world hates you.



I’m Reminded…
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3) Jesus calls us to come in full 
commitment.



Luke 9:23-26
23 And He was saying to them all, “If 
anyone wishes to come after Me, he 
must deny himself, and take up his 
cross daily and follow Me.



Luke 9:23-26
24 For whoever wishes to save his life 
will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for My sake, he is the one who will 
save it. 
25 For what is a man profited if he gains 
the whole world, and loses or forfeits 
himself?



Luke 9:23-26
26 For whoever is ashamed of Me and 
My words, the Son of Man will be 
ashamed of him when He comes in His 
glory, and the glory of the Father and 
of the holy angels.



Matthew 6:19-21
19 “Do not store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust destroy, and where thieves break 
in and steal. 



Matthew 6:19-21
20 But store up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust destroys, and where thieves do 
not break in or steal; 
21 for where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also.



Matthew 6:24
24 “No one can serve two masters; for 
either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and wealth.



I’m Reminded…
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4) Jesus promised that whatever the 
cost, following Him is worth it.



Matthew 19:27-30
27 Then Peter said to Him, “Behold, we 
have left everything and followed You; 
what then will there be for us?” 



Matthew 19:27-30
28 And Jesus said to them, “Truly I say 
to you, that you who have followed 
Me, in the regeneration when the Son 
of Man will sit on His glorious throne, 
you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.



Matthew 19:27-30
29 And everyone who has left houses or 
brothers or sisters or father or mother 
or children or farms for My name’s 
sake, will receive many times as much, 
and will inherit eternal life. 
30 But many who are first will be last; 
and the last, first.



Hebrews 11:13,16
13 All these died in faith, without 
receiving the promises, but having 
seen them and having welcomed them 
from a distance, and having confessed 
that they were strangers and exiles on 
the earth.



Hebrews 11:13,16
16 But as it is, they desire a better 
country, that is, a heavenly one. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be 
called their God; for He has prepared a 
city for them.
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Let’s be known for our 

unwavering commitment!


