
Faith Inside and Out
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Our lives become a complex 
mixture of motives and actions.
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Exploring the 
Different 

Combinations
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1) It’s 
possible for 
my motives
and my 
actions to 
be wrong.
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Hebrews 10:26-27
26 For if we go on sinning willfully after 
receiving the knowledge of the truth, 
there no longer remains a sacrifice for 
sins, 
27 but a terrifying expectation of 
judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH

WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES.



Acts 3:19
19 Therefore repent and return, so that 
your sins may be wiped away, in order 
that times of refreshing may come 
from the presence of the Lord;



2) It’s 
possible to 
do the wrong
things for the 
right reasons.
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Romans 10:1-2
1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and my 
prayer to God for them is for their
salvation. 
2 For I testify about them that they 
have a zeal for God, but not in 
accordance with knowledge.



Acts 23:1
1 Paul, looking intently at the Council, 
said, “Brethren, I have lived my life 
with a perfectly good conscience 
before God up to this day.” 



Hebrews 11:6
6 And without faith it is impossible to 
please Him, for he who comes to God 
must believe that He is and that He is a 
rewarder of those who seek Him.



3) It’s 
possible to 
do the right
things for the 
wrong
reasons.
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Matthew 6:1-6
1 “Beware of practicing your 
righteousness before men to be 
noticed by them; otherwise you have 
no reward with your Father who is in 
heaven.



Matthew 6:1-6
2 “So when you give to the poor, do not 
sound a trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in 
the streets, so that they may be 
honored by men. Truly I say to you, 
they have their reward in full.



Matthew 6:1-6
3 But when you give to the poor, do not 
let your left hand know what your right 
hand is doing, 
4 so that your giving will be in secret; 
and your Father who sees what is done
in secret will reward you.



Matthew 6:1-6
5 “When you pray, you are not to be 
like the hypocrites; for they love to 
stand and pray in the synagogues and 
on the street corners so that they may 
be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they 
have their reward in full. 



Matthew 6:1-6
6 But you, when you pray, go into your 
inner room, close your door and pray 
to your Father who is in secret, and 
your Father who sees what is done in 
secret will reward you.



Matthew 23:25-28
25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you clean the outside 
of the cup and of the dish, but inside 
they are full of robbery and self-
indulgence. 
26 You blind Pharisee, first clean the 
inside of the cup and of the dish, so 
that the outside of it may become 
clean also.



Matthew 23:25-28
27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you are like 
whitewashed tombs which on the 
outside appear beautiful, but inside 
they are full of dead men’s bones and 
all uncleanness. 28 So you, too, 
outwardly appear righteous to men, 
but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy 
and lawlessness.



James 4:8
8 Draw near to God and He will draw 
near to you. Cleanse your hands, you 
sinners; and purify your hearts, you 
double-minded.



4) It’s 
possible for 
my motives
and my 
actions to 
be right.
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John 14:31
31 but so that the world may know that 
I love the Father, I do exactly as the 
Father commanded Me. …



Mark 12:31
31 The second is this, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE

YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ There is no 
other commandment greater than 
these.”



A “First Commandment” Faith
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Mark 12:29-30
29 Jesus answered, “The foremost is, 
‘HEAR, O ISRAEL! THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE

LORD; 
30 AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD

WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR

SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH

ALL YOUR STRENGTH.’ 



A “First Commandment” Faith

➢We will always need God’s grace, 

but let’s strive – in our lives and in 
our church family – to do God’s will

for God’s reasons!
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