
40 Days of Kindness
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October 2-November 10



Kindness Challenges:

1) Read the articles and pray!

2) Deliver something!

3) Give an invitation!

4) Help with our outreach drives!

5) Write a note to someone!

6) Share kindness on social media!
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Prayer Requests, Sign-Up for our
24 Hours of Prayer (Fri-Sat)
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Praying for Memphis Sunday

November 10, 2019



The “Big Picture” Story 
of the Bible

What’s the Bible All About?
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The Christian Age: 

Image from: www.lightstock.com
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The story of Christianity in the NT 
is a story of rapid growth
in spite of persecution.



The Christian Age: 
Saul’s Conversion

Image from: www.lightstock.com



Persecuting the Christians

Saul first appears in 
Acts 7:54-60

Im
age fro

m
: w

w
w

.ligh
tsto

ck.co
m



Acts 7:54-60
58 When they had driven him out of 

the city, they began stoning him; and 
the witnesses laid aside their robes at 
the feet of a young man named Saul.



Persecuting the Christians

He was a rising leader among 
the Jews.
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Acts 8:1-4
1 Saul was in hearty agreement with 
putting him to death.

And on that day a great persecution 
began against the church in 
Jerusalem, and they were all scattered 
throughout the regions of Judea and 
Samaria, except the apostles.



Acts 8:1-4
2 Some devout men buried Stephen, 
and made loud lamentation over him. 
3 But Saul began ravaging the church, 
entering house after house, and 
dragging off men and women, he 
would put them in prison.



Acts 8:1-4
4 Therefore, those who had been 
scattered went about preaching the 
word.



The Damascus Road – Acts 9
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Acts 9:1-2
1 Now Saul, still breathing threats and 

murder against the disciples of the 
Lord, went to the high priest, 

2 and asked for letters from him to the 
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he 
found any belonging to the Way, both 

men and women, he might bring 
them bound to Jerusalem.



The Damascus Road – Acts 9

➢Jesus shows 
himself as God

to Saul, 
humbling him 

– v. 1-9.
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Acts 9:3-8
3 As he was traveling, it happened that 

he was approaching Damascus, and 
suddenly a light from heaven flashed 

around him; 



Acts 9:3-8
4 and he fell to the ground and heard 

a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why 
are you persecuting Me?”



Acts 9:3-8
5 And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” 
And He said, “I am Jesus whom you 

are persecuting, 
6 but get up and enter the city, and it 
will be told you what you must do.”



Acts 9:3-8
7 The men who traveled with him 

stood speechless, hearing the voice 
but seeing no one. 

8 Saul got up from the ground, and 
though his eyes were open, he could 
see nothing; and leading him by the 

hand, they brought him into 
Damascus.



Acts 9:9
9 And he was three days without sight, 

and neither ate nor drank.



The Damascus Road – Acts 9

➢Jesus speaks 
to Ananias –

v. 10-16.
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Acts 9:10-16
10 Now there was a disciple at 

Damascus named Ananias; and the 
Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” 

And he said, “Here I am, Lord.”



Acts 9:10-16

11 And the Lord said to him, “Get up 
and go to the street called Straight, and 
inquire at the house of Judas for a man 

from Tarsus named Saul, for he is 
praying, 



Acts 9:10-16

12 and he has seen in a vision a man 
named Ananias come in and lay his 

hands on him, so that he might regain 
his sight.”



Acts 9:10-16

13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have 
heard from many about this man, how 

much harm he did to Your saints at 
Jerusalem; 

14 and here he has authority from the 
chief priests to bind all who call on 

Your name.”



Acts 9:10-16

15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he 
is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear 
My name before the Gentiles and kings 

and the sons of Israel; 
16 for I will show him how much he 
must suffer for My name’s sake.”



The Damascus Road – Acts 9

➢Saul receives 
his God-given 

mission and he 
is baptized –

v. 17-19.
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Acts 9:17-19
17 So Ananias departed and entered 

the house, and after laying his hands 
on him said, “Brother Saul, the Lord 
Jesus, who appeared to you on the 

road by which you were coming, 
has sent me so that you may regain 

your sight and be filled with 
the Holy Spirit.”



Acts 9:17-19
18 And immediately there fell from his 

eyes something like scales, and he 
regained his sight, and he got up and 

was baptized; 
19 and he took food and was 

strengthened.



Acts 22:12-16
12 “A certain Ananias, a man who was 

devout by the standard of the Law, 
and well spoken of by all the Jews 

who lived there, 
13 came to me, and standing near said 

to me, ‘Brother Saul, receive your 
sight!’ And at that very time I looked 

up at him.



Acts 22:12-16
14 And he said, ‘The God of our fathers 

has appointed you to know His will 
and to see the Righteous One and to 
hear an utterance from His mouth.



Acts 22:12-16
15 For you will be a witness for Him 
to all men of what you have seen 

and heard. 
16 Now why do you delay? Get up and 
be baptized, and wash away your sins, 

calling on His name.’



The Damascus Road – Acts 9

➢Saul 
immediately 

begins 
preaching 

Christ!
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Acts 9:20

Now for several days he was with the 
disciples who were at Damascus, 
20 and immediately he began to 

proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, 
saying, “He is the Son of God.”



Learning from Saul’s Change

1) The lesson Paul always took from 
his change is in 1 Timothy 1:15-16.
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1 Timothy 1:15-16
15 It is a trustworthy statement, 

deserving full acceptance, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save 

sinners, among whom I am 
foremost of all. 



1 Timothy 1:15-16
16 Yet for this reason I found mercy, so 

that in me as the foremost, Jesus 
Christ might demonstrate His perfect 
patience as an example for those who 
would believe in Him for eternal life.



Learning from Saul’s Change

2) We sometimes need our own 
Damascus road moments!
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Learning from Saul’s Change

“…[My name], why are you 
___________________?”
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Learning from Saul’s Change

➢What path am I on?
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Acts 3:19

19 Therefore repent and return, so that 
your sins may be wiped away, in order 

that times of refreshing may come 
from the presence of the Lord;



Acts 22:16

16 Now why do you delay? Get up and 
be baptized, and wash away your sins, 

calling on His name.’


