
Solomon’s Legacy

God’s Wisdom
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Solomon’s Unsteady 
(Spiritual) Start

➢ After he became king, 
Solomon killed several threats 

to his kingship.
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1 Kings 2:5-6
5 “Now you also know what Joab the 
son of Zeruiah did to me, what he did 
to the two commanders of the armies 
of Israel, to Abner the son of Ner, and 
to Amasa the son of Jether, whom he 
killed; he also shed the blood of war in 
peace. And he put the blood of war on 
his belt about his waist, and on his 
sandals on his feet. 



1 Kings 2:5-6
6 So act according to your wisdom, and 
do not let his gray hair go down to 
Sheol in peace.



1 Kings 2:8-9
8 Behold, there is with you Shimei the 
son of Gera the Benjamite, of Bahurim; 
now it was he who cursed me with a 
violent curse on the day I went to 
Mahanaim. But when he came down to 
me at the Jordan, I swore to him by the 
LORD, saying, ‘I will not put you to 
death with the sword.’



1 Kings 2:8-9
9 Now therefore, do not let him go 
unpunished, for you are a wise man; 
and you will know what you ought to 
do to him, and you will bring his gray 
hair down to Sheol with blood.”



1 Kings 2:24-25
24 Now therefore, as the LORD lives, 
who has established me and set me on 
the throne of David my father and who 
has made me a house as He promised, 
surely Adonijah shall be put to death 
today.” 
25 So King Solomon sent Benaiah the 
son of Jehoiada; and he fell upon him 
so that he died.



1 Kings 2:24-25
24 Now therefore, as the LORD lives, 
who has established me and set me on 
the throne of David my father and who 
has made me a house as He promised, 
surely Adonijah shall be put to death 
today.” 
25 So King Solomon sent Benaiah the 
son of Jehoiada; and he fell upon him 
so that he died.



Solomon’s Unsteady 
(Spiritual) Start

➢ He also married
Pharaoh’s daughter.
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1 Kings 3:1
1 Then Solomon formed a marriage 
alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt, 
and took Pharaoh’s daughter and 
brought her to the city of David until 
he had finished building his own house 
and the house of the LORD and the wall 
around Jerusalem.



1 Kings 9:16
16 For Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone 
up and captured Gezer and burned it 
with fire, and killed the Canaanites 
who lived in the city, and had given it 
as a dowry to his daughter, Solomon’s 
wife.



1 Kings 9:24
24 As soon as Pharaoh’s daughter came 
up from the city of David to her house 
which Solomon had built for her, then 
he built the Millo.



Deuteronomy 7:1-4
1 “When the LORD your God brings you 
into the land where you are entering to 
possess it, and clears away many 
nations before you, the Hittites and the 
Girgashites and the Amorites and the 
Canaanites and the Perizzites and the 
Hivites and the Jebusites, seven 
nations greater and stronger than you,



Deuteronomy 7:1-4
…

3 Furthermore, you shall not intermarry 
with them; you shall not give your 
daughters to their sons, nor shall you 
take their daughters for your sons.



Deuteronomy 7:1-4
4 For they will turn your sons away 
from following Me to serve other gods; 
then the anger of the LORD will be 
kindled against you and He will quickly 
destroy you.



1 Kings 11:1-2
1 Now King Solomon loved many 
foreign women along with the 
daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, 
Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and 
Hittite women,



1 Kings 11:1-2
2 from the nations concerning which 
the LORD had said to the sons of Israel, 
“You shall not associate with them, nor 
shall they associate with you, for they 
will surely turn your heart away after 
their gods.” Solomon held fast to these 
in love.



The Dream That Changed 
Everything

➢ Solomon offered 1000 offerings 
to God at Gibeon.
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1 Kings 3:2-4
2 The people were still sacrificing on 
the high places, because there was no 
house built for the name of the LORD

until those days.



1 Kings 3:2-4
3 Now Solomon loved the LORD, walking 
in the statutes of his father David, 
except he sacrificed and burned 
incense on the high places. 
4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice 
there, for that was the great high 
place; Solomon offered a thousand 
burnt offerings on that altar.



The Dream That Changed 
Everything

➢ In a dream, God offered to grant 
him any wish, and he asked for 

wisdom.
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1 Kings 3:5
5 In Gibeon the LORD appeared to 
Solomon in a dream at night; and God 
said, “Ask what you wish Me to give 
you.”



1 Kings 3:6-9
6 Then Solomon said, “You have shown 
great lovingkindness to Your servant 
David my father, according as he 
walked before You in truth and 
righteousness and uprightness of heart 
toward You; and You have reserved for 
him this great lovingkindness, that You 
have given him a son to sit on his 
throne, as it is this day.



1 Kings 3:6-9
7 Now, O LORD my God, You have made 
Your servant king in place of my father 
David, yet I am but a little child; I do 
not know how to go out or come in.



1 Kings 3:6-9
8 Your servant is in the midst of Your 
people which You have chosen, a great 
people who are too many to be 
numbered or counted.



1 Kings 3:6-9
9 So give Your servant an understanding 
heart to judge Your people to discern 
between good and evil. For who is able 
to judge this great people of Yours?”



1 Kings 3:10-14
10 It was pleasing in the sight of the 
Lord that Solomon had asked this 
thing. 



1 Kings 3:10-14
11 God said to him, “Because you have 
asked this thing and have not asked for 
yourself long life, nor have asked riches 
for yourself, nor have you asked for the 
life of your enemies, but have asked for 
yourself discernment to understand 
justice,



1 Kings 3:10-14
12 behold, I have done according to 
your words. Behold, I have given you a 
wise and discerning heart, so that 
there has been no one like you before 
you, nor shall one like you arise after 
you.



1 Kings 3:10-14
13 I have also given you what you have 
not asked, both riches and honor, so 
that there will not be any among the 
kings like you all your days. 
14 If you walk in My ways, keeping My 
statutes and commandments, as your 
father David walked, then I will prolong 
your days.”



The Wise King

➢ Solomon shows his ability to 
discern hearts and judge wisely.
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1 Kings 3:16-22
16 Then two women who were harlots 
came to the king and stood before him. 
17 The one woman said, “Oh, my lord, 
this woman and I live in the same 
house; and I gave birth to a child while 
she was in the house.



1 Kings 3:16-22
18 It happened on the third day after I 
gave birth, that this woman also gave 
birth to a child, and we were together. 
There was no stranger with us in the 
house, only the two of us in the house.



1 Kings 3:16-22
19 This woman’s son died in the night, 
because she lay on it. 
20 So she arose in the middle of the 
night and took my son from beside me 
while your maidservant slept, and laid 
him in her bosom, and laid her dead 
son in my bosom.



1 Kings 3:16-22
21 When I rose in the morning to nurse 
my son, behold, he was dead; but 
when I looked at him carefully in the 
morning, behold, he was not my son, 
whom I had borne.”



1 Kings 3:16-22
22 Then the other woman said, “No! For 
the living one is my son, and the dead 
one is your son.” But the first woman 
said, “No! For the dead one is your 
son, and the living one is my son.” Thus 
they spoke before the king.



1 Kings 3:23-28
23 Then the king said, “The one says, 
‘This is my son who is living, and your 
son is the dead one’; and the other 
says, ‘No! For your son is the dead one, 
and my son is the living one.’”



1 Kings 3:23-28
24 The king said, “Get me a sword.” So 
they brought a sword before the king. 
25 The king said, “Divide the living child 
in two, and give half to the one and 
half to the other.”



1 Kings 3:23-28
26 Then the woman whose child was
the living one spoke to the king, for she 
was deeply stirred over her son and 
said, “Oh, my lord, give her the living 
child, and by no means kill him.” But 
the other said, “He shall be neither 
mine nor yours; divide him!”



1 Kings 3:23-28
27 Then the king said, “Give the first 
woman the living child, and by no 
means kill him. She is his mother.”



1 Kings 3:23-28
28 When all Israel heard of the 
judgment which the king had handed 
down, they feared the king, for they 
saw that the wisdom of God was in him 
to administer justice.



The Wise King

➢ A passage to notice: 
1 Kings 4:29-34
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1 Kings 4:29-34
29 Now God gave Solomon wisdom and 
very great discernment and breadth of 
mind, like the sand that is on the 
seashore. 



1 Kings 4:29-34
30 Solomon’s wisdom surpassed the 
wisdom of all the sons of the east and 
all the wisdom of Egypt.



1 Kings 4:29-34
31 For he was wiser than all men, than 
Ethan the Ezrahite, Heman, Calcol and 
Darda, the sons of Mahol; and his fame 
was known in all the surrounding 
nations.



1 Kings 4:29-34
32 He also spoke 3,000 proverbs, and 
his songs were 1,005. 
33 He spoke of trees, from the cedar 
that is in Lebanon even to the hyssop 
that grows on the wall; he spoke also 
of animals and birds and creeping 
things and fish.



1 Kings 4:29-34
34 Men came from all peoples to hear 
the wisdom of Solomon, from all the 
kings of the earth who had heard of his 
wisdom.



Lessons to Think About

1) How would I answer 
God’s question?
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1 Kings 3:5
5 In Gibeon the LORD appeared to 
Solomon in a dream at night; and God 
said, “Ask what you wish Me to give 
you.”



Ecclesiastes 5:10
10 He who loves money will not be 
satisfied with money, nor he who loves 
abundance with its income. This too is 
vanity.



Psalm 37:4
4 Delight yourself in the LORD;
And He will give you the desires of your 
heart.



Lessons to Think About

2) Wisdom comes from God!
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Proverbs 9:10
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning 
of wisdom,
And the knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding.



Proverbs 2:6
6 For the LORD gives wisdom;
From His mouth come knowledge and 
understanding.



Proverbs 3:5-6
5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart
And do not lean on your own 
understanding.
6 In all your ways acknowledge Him,
And He will make your paths straight.


