
A Christmas Carol
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“The treatment of the poor and the 
ability of a selfish man to redeem 

himself by transforming into a more 
sympathetic character are the key 

themes of the story.”
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A Thanksgiving Carol
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Daniel 4:1-3
1Nebuchadnezzar the king to all the 
peoples, nations, and men of every
language that live in all the earth: “May 
your peace abound! 
2 It has seemed good to me to declare 
the signs and wonders which the Most 
High God has done for me.



Daniel 4:1-3
3 “How great are His signs
And how mighty are His wonders!
His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom
And His dominion is from generation to 
generation.



The Dream
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➢ Nebuchadnezzar’s dream 
left him fearful.



Daniel 4:4-9
4 “I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at ease in my 
house and flourishing in my palace. 
5 I saw a dream and it made me fearful; 
and these fantasies as I lay on my bed 
and the visions in my mind kept 
alarming me.



Daniel 4:4-9
6 So I gave orders to bring into my 
presence all the wise men of Babylon, 
that they might make known to me the 
interpretation of the dream.



Daniel 4:4-9
7 Then the magicians, the conjurers, 
the Chaldeans and the diviners came in 
and I related the dream to them, but 
they could not make its interpretation 
known to me.



Daniel 4:4-9
8 But finally Daniel came in before me, 
whose name is Belteshazzar according 
to the name of my god, and in whom is 
a spirit of the holy gods; and I related 
the dream to him, saying,



Daniel 4:4-9
9 ‘O Belteshazzar, chief of the 
magicians, since I know that a spirit of 
the holy gods is in you and no mystery 
baffles you, tell me the visions of my 
dream which I have seen, along with its 
interpretation.



Daniel 4:10-12
10 ‘Now these were the visions in my 
mind as I lay on my bed: I was looking, 
and behold, there was a tree in the 
midst of the earth and its height was
great.



Daniel 4:10-12
11 ‘The tree grew large and became 
strong
And its height reached to the sky,
And it was visible to the end of the 
whole earth.



Daniel 4:10-12
12 ‘Its foliage was beautiful and its fruit 
abundant,
And in it was food for all.
The beasts of the field found shade 
under it,
And the birds of the sky dwelt in its 
branches,
And all living creatures fed themselves 
from it.



Daniel 4:13-17
13 ‘I was looking in the visions in my 
mind as I lay on my bed, and behold, 
an angelic watcher, a holy one, 
descended from heaven.



Daniel 4:13-17
14 ‘He shouted out and spoke as 
follows:
Chop down the tree and cut off its 
branches,
Strip off its foliage and scatter its fruit;
Let the beasts flee from under it
And the birds from its branches.



Daniel 4:13-17
15 “Yet leave the stump with its roots in 
the ground,
But with a band of iron and bronze 
around it
In the new grass of the field;
And let him be drenched with the dew 
of heaven,
And let him share with the beasts in 
the grass of the earth.



Daniel 4:13-17
16 “Let his mind be changed from that 
of a man
And let a beast’s mind be given to him,
And let seven periods of time pass over 
him.



Daniel 4:13-17
17 “This sentence is by the decree of 
the angelic watchers
And the decision is a command of the 
holy ones,
In order that the living may know
That the Most High is ruler over the 
realm of mankind,
And bestows it on whom He wishes
And sets over it the lowliest of men.”



The Dream
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➢ Daniel said it was a warning from 
God, and gave advice to avoid it.



Daniel 4:24-27
24 this is the interpretation, O king, and 
this is the decree of the Most High, 
which has come upon my lord the king: 
25 that you be driven away from 
mankind and your dwelling place be



Daniel 4:24-27

with the beasts of the field, and you be 
given grass to eat like cattle and be 
drenched with the dew of heaven; and 
seven periods of time will pass over 
you, until you recognize that the Most 
High is ruler over the realm of mankind 
and bestows it on whomever He 
wishes.



Daniel 4:24-27
26 And in that it was commanded to 
leave the stump with the roots of the 
tree, your kingdom will be assured to 
you after you recognize that it is
Heaven that rules.



Daniel 4:24-27
27 Therefore, O king, may my advice be 
pleasing to you: break away now from 
your sins by doing righteousness and 
from your iniquities by showing mercy 
to the poor, in case there may be a 
prolonging of your prosperity.’



The Fulfillment
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Daniel 4:28-30
28 “All this happened to 
Nebuchadnezzar the king. 
29 Twelve months later he was walking 
on the roof of the royal palace of 
Babylon.



Daniel 4:28-30
30 The king reflected and said, ‘Is this 
not Babylon the great, which I myself 
have built as a royal residence by the 
might of my power and for the glory of 
my majesty?’



The Fulfillment
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➢ Nebuchnezzar believed he had built 
Babylon by his own power, and for 

his own glory.



The Fulfillment
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➢ The Bible is clear: God hates pride!



James 4:6
6 But He gives a greater grace. 
Therefore it says, “GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE

PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.”



Proverbs 6:16-17
16 There are six things which the LORD

hates,
Yes, seven which are an abomination 
to Him:
17 Haughty eyes, a lying tongue,
And hands that shed innocent blood,

…



The Fulfillment
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He was 
struck with 

insanity
for 7 years.



Daniel 4:31-33
31 While the word was in the king’s 
mouth, a voice came from heaven, 
saying, ‘King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it 
is declared: sovereignty has been 
removed from you,



Daniel 4:31-33
32 and you will be driven away from 
mankind, and your dwelling place will 
be with the beasts of the field. You will 
be given grass to eat like cattle, and 
seven periods of time will pass over 
you until you recognize that the Most 
High is ruler over the realm of mankind 
and bestows it on whomever He 
wishes.’



Daniel 4:31-33
33 Immediately the word concerning 
Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled; and he 
was driven away from mankind and 
began eating grass like cattle, and his 
body was drenched with the dew of 
heaven until his hair had grown like 
eagles’ feathers and his nails like birds’ 
claws.



The Heart-Change
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When his 
reason

returned, he 
blessed God.



Daniel 4:34
34 “But at the end of that period, I, 
Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes 
toward heaven and my reason 
returned to me, and I blessed the Most 
High and praised and honored Him 
who lives forever; …



The Heart-Change
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➢ His majesty was restored.



Daniel 4:36
36 At that time my reason returned to 
me. And my majesty and splendor 
were restored to me for the glory of 
my kingdom, and my counselors and 
my nobles began seeking me out; so I 
was reestablished in my sovereignty, 
and surpassing greatness was added to 
me.



The Heart-Change
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➢ He learned to honor the true 
God who is over all things.



Daniel 4:37
37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise, exalt 
and honor the King of heaven, for all 
His works are true and His ways just, 
and He is able to humble those who 
walk in pride.”
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James 1:17
17 Every good thing given and every 
perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights, with 
whom there is no variation or shifting 
shadow.



May we never forget
the Giver!
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2 Corinthians 8:9
9 For you know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, 
yet for your sake He became poor, so 
that you through His poverty might 
become rich.



Receiving God’s Salvation

Be Baptized Baptism into Christ  (Acts 2:38, Rom 6:3-4)

Confess Confess faith in Christ (Romans 10:9-10)

Repent Repent/Turn to Christ  (Acts 3:19)

Believe Believe in Christ (John 8:24)

Hear Hear about Christ (Rom. 10:17)



1 John 1:9

9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and righteous to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.


