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Dear friends,  

We have lived what felt like a chapter out of the book of Acts of the Apostles this year. I have never baptized as many 

people as I have this year and our team members, especially Ricardo Sobral, Alcides Marques and Adeliton can say the 

same.  

 

Together our team baptized around 150 people using the Let the Bible Speak Bible course. We have never seen a time 

when so many people were wanting to learn God’s will for their lives. They are not unchurched people but rather 

people who have been going to churches that emphasize numerical growth over spiritual growth and will do anything 

to fill their auditorium. It is amazing to hear things like “I have been in may church for 10 years and I have learned 

more Bible here in the last three weeks than in all those years.” When we study about the church as revealed in the 

Bible, I have heard them ask things like, “But does that church really exist today?”  

 

 

We helped several congregations this year with their Let the Bible Speak course as well but most of the classes were 

given on EBNESR’s campus and benefited the church that meets there. 



  

Our congregation has grown so much we are out of space. We will go to a second service this year. Our small space 

does hold 100 chairs cramped in it. But on several occasions, anticipating a bigger crowd, we have already had multiple 

services. On one occasion we had over 300 people present. 

 

This has caused growth in our EBNESR Training School as well. Every one of our programs are up except our night 

classes. That means the number of resident students is up. In fact, we more than doubled this year with 14 students. 

One of these students is from Mozambique. We are losing two who are finishing their studies, but we are receiving 

additional students in January and one of them is also a foreign student from Bolivia.  

 

I certainly do not have space or time to run down all the great things that God has done through this ministry in 2019. 

The pictures above represent what has gone on all year. 



One of the other things we have done that is very gratifying to me is to share how to do what we are doing with other 

brethren all over Brazil. We started training people to use the material, Let the Bible Speak in September of 2018 and 

have expanded this year to seven other cities and groups of Christians. 

 

Almost every day now I receive messages from all over Brazil announcing the beginning of new classes or baptisms 

and new congregations started as a result of these classes. We have experimented with new methods of using the 

“Let the Bible Speak” material and we have found several new ways either starting new congregations or reinforcing 

ones that already exist. We had hoped to have our mobile classroom ready to go by the second semester of this year 

but there have been delays. We had never built one of these before, so our timetable was not very realistic. But we 

should have the classroom on the road by the first quarter of next year as it is just about finished.  This will allow us to 

go to cities where we know no one and set up a classroom and give our classes. In cities where we do this and receive 

a similar result a new congregation will certainly be born. 

 

Our old on-going programs have also flourished this year as well as a new one for young men who want to learn to 

preach the gospel and to serve in public worship. Elicamp is our yearly leadership encounter. It was held far away in 



Petrolina at the very end of the state of Pernambuco. Even though far away it was well attended. We downsized the 

number of Elicamps per year two years ago to give space for CRE Nordeste that is itself a leadership encounter. We 

had over 120 participate in this event in November at the children’s home that maintains space for retreats. The 

newest addition to leadership training was the Future Ministers event organized in conjunction with EBNESR by Jaime 

Richardson (former missionary to Belo Horizonte), Chuck Morris (teacher and gospel preacher from Jackson 

Tennessee) and Alex Giordo (Belo Horizonte) who has been involved with the program there. Two of the young people 

who came for this event are now full-time students at EBNESR. 

 

Another first this year is that the Boa Viagem church of Christ – church that meets in EBNESR’s facilities – has agreed 

to and sent out its first mission team to the only capital city in the Northeast that did not have a church of Christ. This 

team is fully funded by Brazilian funds coming from churches and individuals. This money is being raised partially on a 

one-time basis by a nationwide collection in November and by monthly donations coming from the “Colheita Brasil” 

(Harvest Brazil) program initiated by Daniel Morgan. former missionary to Manaus. 

 



 

 

 

God has blessed us and this ministry in so many ways that millions of pictures cannot begin to communicate. It often 

feels like it’s all a dream. I never imagined all this coming to pass and believe more than ever what the Apostle Paul 

said in Ephesians 3:20 and 21. 

“Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, forever. Amen.” 

 

We believe God is working through us, but we also know He is working through all of you who support this mission 

effort through your prayers and financial support. Without you where would we be? Thank you so much and in 2020 

may you feel his presence in your life each day and may his blessings pour out on you and your family. 

Blessings 

Randy and Kathy Short 

Overseen by the Bellevue Church of Christ in Nashville, Tennessee 


