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The Path of 
a Fool
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What Makes 
a Fool?

➢ In Scripture, 
a fool is 

someone 
who rejects

God.



Psalm 14:1
1 The fool has said in his heart, 
“There is no God.”
They are corrupt, they have committed 
abominable deeds;
There is no one who does good.

*All verses from New American Standard Translation



Matthew 7:24-27
24 “Therefore everyone who hears 
these words of Mine and acts on them, 
may be compared to a wise man who 
built his house on the rock. 
25 And the rain fell, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew and 
slammed against that house; and yet it 
did not fall, for it had been founded on 
the rock.



Matthew 7:24-27
26 Everyone who hears these words of 
Mine and does not act on them, will be 
like a foolish man who built his house 
on the sand. 
27 The rain fell, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew and slammed 
against that house; and it fell—and 
great was its fall.”



➢ The book where this most 
comes out is Proverbs.
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Stages of Foolishness
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1) Stage One: 
Foolish Actions



Proverbs 12:16

16 A fool’s anger is known at once,
But a prudent man conceals dishonor.



Proverbs 14:16

16 A wise man is cautious and turns 
away from evil,
But a fool is arrogant and careless.



Proverbs 15:2

2 The tongue of the wise makes 
knowledge acceptable,
But the mouth of fools spouts folly.



Stages of Foolishness
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2) Stage Two: 
Stepping onto the Path of Folly



Proverbs 15:5

5 A fool rejects his father’s discipline,
But he who regards reproof is sensible.



Proverbs 26:11

11 Like a dog that returns to its vomit
Is a fool who repeats his folly.



Proverbs 15:21

21 Folly is joy to him who lacks sense,
But a man of understanding walks 
straight.



Proverbs 10:23

23 Doing wickedness is like sport to a 
fool,
And so is wisdom to a man of 
understanding.



Stages of Foolishness
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3) Stage Three: 
The Hardening Heart



Proverbs 12:15

15 The way of a fool is right in his own 
eyes,
But a wise man is he who listens to 
counsel.



Proverbs 28:26

26 He who trusts in his own heart is a 
fool,
But he who walks wisely will be 
delivered.



Proverbs 27:22

22 Though you pound a fool in a mortar 
with a pestle along with crushed grain,
Yet his foolishness will not depart from 
him.



Proverbs 13:20

20 He who walks with wise men will be 
wise,
But the companion of fools will suffer 
harm.



Stages of Foolishness
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4) Stage Four: 
Collapse and Rage



Proverbs 28:14

14 How blessed is the man who fears 
always,
But he who hardens his heart will fall 
into calamity.



Proverbs 14:1

1 The wise woman builds her house,
But the foolish tears it down with her 
own hands.



Proverbs 19:3

3 The foolishness of man ruins his way,
And his heart rages against the LORD.



Proverbs 24:19-20

19 Do not fret because of evildoers
Or be envious of the wicked;

20 For there will be no future for the 
evil man;
The lamp of the wicked will be put out.



Passages about 
the better path:
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Titus 3:3-5

3 For we also once were foolish 
ourselves, disobedient, deceived, 
enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, 
spending our life in malice and envy, 
hateful, hating one another.



Titus 3:3-5

4 But when the kindness of God our 
Savior and His love for mankind 
appeared, 
5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds 
which we have done in righteousness, 
but according to His mercy, by the 
washing of regeneration and renewing 
by the Holy Spirit,



Matthew 7:24-27
24 “Therefore everyone who hears 
these words of Mine and acts on them, 
may be compared to a wise man who 
built his house on the rock. 
25 And the rain fell, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew and 
slammed against that house; and yet it 
did not fall, for it had been founded on 
the rock.



Matthew 7:24-27
26 Everyone who hears these words of 
Mine and does not act on them, will be 
like a foolish man who built his house 
on the sand. 
27 The rain fell, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew and slammed 
against that house; and it fell—and 
great was its fall.”


