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Sources of Strength

Im
age fro

m
: w

w
w

.ligh
tsto

ck.co
m

The Spirit’s Sword



Hebrews 4:12
12 For the word of God is living and 
active and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, and piercing as far as the 
division of soul and spirit, of both 
joints and marrow, and able to judge 
the thoughts and intentions of the 
heart.



Isaiah 49:2
2 He has made My mouth like a sharp 
sword,
In the shadow of His hand He has 
concealed Me;
And He has also made Me a select 
arrow,
He has hidden Me in His quiver



Revelation 1:16
16 In His right hand He held seven stars, 
and out of His mouth came a sharp 
two-edged sword; and His face was like 
the sun shining in its strength.



Ephesians 6:17
13 Therefore, take up the full armor of 
God, so that you will be able to resist in 
the evil day, and having done 
everything, to stand firm.

…
17 And take THE HELMET OF SALVATION, and 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God.



Is this really God’s word?
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What Did Jesus Think 
About Scripture?
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1) Jesus, is it really 
inspired by God?
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2 Timothy 3:16
16 All Scripture is inspired by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training in 
righteousness;



Matthew 22:43
43 He said to them, “Then how does 
David in the Spirit call Him ‘Lord,’ 
saying,
44 ‘THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD,
“SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND,
UNTIL I PUT YOUR ENEMIES BENEATH YOUR

FEET”’?



John 10:35
34 Jesus answered them, “Has it not 
been written in your Law, ‘I SAID, YOU

ARE GODS’? 
35 If he called them gods, to whom the 
word of God came (and the Scripture 
cannot be broken),



John 14:26
26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in My name, He 
will teach you all things, and bring to 
your remembrance all that I said to 
you.



1 Thessalonians 2:13
13 For this reason we also constantly 
thank God that when you received the 
word of God which you heard from us, 
you accepted it not as the word of 
men, but for what it really is, the word 
of God, which also performs its work in 
you who believe.



2 Peter 3:16
16 as also in all his [Paul’s] letters, 
speaking in them of these things, in 
which are some things hard to 
understand, which the untaught and 
unstable distort, as they do also the 
rest of the Scriptures, to their own 
destruction.



2) Jesus, how much 
of it can we trust?
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Matthew 5:18
18 For truly I say to you, until heaven 
and earth pass away, not the smallest 
letter or stroke shall pass from the Law 
until all is accomplished.



Luke 16:17
17 But it is easier for heaven and earth 
to pass away than for one stroke of a 
letter of the Law to fail.



1 Corinthians 2:12-13
12 Now we have received, not the spirit 
of the world, but the Spirit who is from 
God, so that we may know the things 
freely given to us by God, 
13 which things we also speak, not in 
words taught by human wisdom, but in 
those taught by the Spirit, combining 
spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.



Matthew 12:40-41
40 for just as JONAH WAS THREE DAYS AND

THREE NIGHTS IN THE BELLY OF THE SEA

MONSTER, so will the Son of Man be 
three days and three nights in the 
heart of the earth. 



Matthew 12:40-41
41 The men of Nineveh will stand up 
with this generation at the judgment, 
and will condemn it because they 
repented at the preaching of Jonah; 
and behold, something greater than 
Jonah is here.



Matthew 26:31
31 Then Jesus said to them, “You will all 
fall away because of Me this night, for 
it is written, ‘I WILL STRIKE DOWN THE

SHEPHERD, AND THE SHEEP OF THE FLOCK

SHALL BE SCATTERED.’



Matthew 22:29
29 But Jesus answered and said to 
them, “You are mistaken, not 
understanding the Scriptures nor the 
power of God.



3) Jesus, is it really our 
highest authority?
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Matthew 15:1-9
6 … And by this you invalidated the 
word of God for the sake of your 
tradition. 
7 You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah 
prophesy of you:



Matthew 15:1-9
8 ‘THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS,
BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR AWAY FROM ME.
9 ‘BUT IN VAIN DO THEY WORSHIP ME,
TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE PRECEPTS OF

MEN.’”



Matthew 4:4
4 But He answered and said, “It is 
written, ‘MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD

ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS

OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD.’”



John 12:48
48 He who rejects Me and does not 
receive My sayings, has one who 
judges him; the word I spoke is what 
will judge him at the last day.



4) Jesus, are some 
parts unimportant?
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Matthew 5:19
19 Whoever then annuls one of the 
least of these commandments, and 
teaches others to do the same, shall be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven; 
but whoever keeps and teaches them, 
he shall be called great in the kingdom 
of heaven.



Matthew 23:23
23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill 
and cummin, and have neglected the 
weightier provisions of the law: justice 
and mercy and faithfulness; but these 
are the things you should have done 
without neglecting the others.



Matthew 23:23
23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill 
and cummin, and have neglected the 
weightier provisions of the law: justice 
and mercy and faithfulness; but these 
are the things you should have done 
without neglecting the others.



a) We must keep 
teachings in perspective.
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Matthew 23:23
23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill 
and cummin, and have neglected the 
weightier provisions of the law: justice 
and mercy and faithfulness; but these 
are the things you should have done 
without neglecting the others.



b) But we must also 
try to obey all of it.
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c) Full meaning comes 
from studying and 
comparing all of it.
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Matthew 4:6-7
6 and [Satan] said to Him, “If You are 
the Son of God, throw Yourself down; 
for it is written,

‘HE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS CONCERNING

YOU’;

And ‘ON their HANDS THEY WILL BEAR YOU

UP,
SO THAT YOU WILL NOT STRIKE YOUR FOOT

AGAINST A STONE.’”



Matthew 4:6-7
7 Jesus said to him, “On the other hand, 
it is written, ‘YOU SHALL NOT PUT THE LORD

YOUR GOD TO THE TEST.’”



Following Jesus
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➢ Like Jesus, we believe that 
Scripture is God’s word.



Following Jesus
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➢ Let’s lean on it,
and watch God give us 

strength through it!



James 5:16

16 Therefore, confess your sins to one 
another, and pray for one another so 
that you may be healed. The effective 

prayer of a righteous man can 
accomplish much.



What 
Must I 
Do To 
Be 
Saved?

• Hear/learn about Christ 
(Rom. 10:17)Hear 

• Believe in Christ 
(John 8:24)Believe

• Commit to live for Christ  
(Acts 2:38)Repent

• Confess faith in Christ 
(Romans 10:9-10)Confess

• Baptism into Christ  
(Acts 2:38, Rom 6:3-4)

Be 
Baptized


