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The Choice 
that Defined 
a Generation



Israel’s Big Moment
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o The Spies’ Report
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Numbers 13:25-33
25 When they returned from spying out 
the land, at the end of forty days,



Numbers 13:25-33
26 they proceeded to come to Moses 
and Aaron and to all the congregation 
of the sons of Israel in the wilderness 
of Paran, at Kadesh; and they brought 
back word to them and to all the 
congregation and showed them the 
fruit of the land.



Numbers 13:25-33
27 Thus they told him, and said, “We 
went in to the land where you sent us; 
and it certainly does flow with milk and 
honey, and this is its fruit.



Numbers 13:25-33
28 Nevertheless, the people who live in 
the land are strong, and the cities are 
fortified and very large; and moreover, 
we saw the descendants of Anak 
there.



Numbers 13:25-33
29 Amalek is living in the land of the 
Negev and the Hittites and the 
Jebusites and the Amorites are living in 
the hill country, and the Canaanites are 
living by the sea and by the side of the 
Jordan.”



Numbers 13:25-33
30 Then Caleb quieted the 
people before Moses and said, “We 
should by all means go up and take 
possession of it, for we will surely 
overcome it.”



Numbers 13:25-33
31 But the men who had gone up with 
him said, “We are not able to go up 
against the people, for they are too 
strong for us.”



Numbers 13:25-33
32 So they gave out to the sons of 
Israel a bad report of the land which 
they had spied out, saying, “The land 
through which we have gone, in spying 
it out, is a land that devours 
its inhabitants; and all the people 
whom we saw in it are men 
of great size.



Numbers 13:25-33
33 There also we saw the Nephilim (the 
sons of Anak are part of the Nephilim); 
and we became like grasshoppers in 
our own sight, and so we were in their 
sight.”



o The People’s Fear
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Numbers 14:1-10
1 Then all the congregation lifted up 
their voices and cried, and the people 
wept that night.



Numbers 14:1-10
2 All the sons of Israel grumbled against 
Moses and Aaron; and the whole 
congregation said to them, “Would 
that we had died in the land of Egypt! 
Or would that we had died in this 
wilderness!



Numbers 14:1-10
3 Why is the LORD bringing us into this 
land, to fall by the sword? Our wives 
and our little ones will become 
plunder; would it not be better for us 
to return to Egypt?”
4 So they said to one another, “Let us 
appoint a leader and return to Egypt.”



Numbers 14:1-10
5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their 
faces in the presence of all the 
assembly of the congregation of the 
sons of Israel.



Numbers 14:1-10
6 Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the 

son of Jephunneh, of those who had 
spied out the land, tore their clothes;
7 and they spoke to all the congregation 
of the sons of Israel, saying, “The land 
which we passed through to spy out is 
an exceedingly good land.



Numbers 14:1-10
8 If the LORD is pleased with us, then 

He will bring us into this land and give 
it to us—a land which flows with milk 
and honey.



Numbers 14:1-10
9 Only do not rebel against the LORD; 
and do not fear the people of the land, 
for they will be our prey. 
Their protection has been removed 
from them, and the LORD is with us; 
do not fear them.”



Numbers 14:1-10
10 But all the congregation said to stone 
them with stones. Then the glory of 
the LORD appeared in the tent of 
meeting to all the sons of Israel.



o God’s Anger and Punishment
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Numbers 14:11-12
11 The LORD said to Moses, “How long 
will this people spurn Me? And how 
long will they not believe in Me, 
despite all the signs which I have 
performed in their midst?



Numbers 14:11-12
12 I will smite them with pestilence and 
dispossess them, and I will make you 
into a nation greater and mightier than 
they.”



Numbers 14:22-25
22 Surely all the men who have seen My 
glory and My signs which I performed 
in Egypt and in the wilderness, 
yet have put Me to the test these ten 
times and have not listened to My 
voice,
23 shall by no means see the land which 
I swore to their fathers, nor shall any of 
those who spurned Me see it.



Numbers 14:22-25
24 But My servant Caleb, because he 
has had a different spirit and has 
followed Me fully, I will bring into the 
land which he entered, and 
his descendants shall take possession 
of it.



Numbers 14:22-25
25 Now the Amalekites and the 
Canaanites live in the valleys; turn 
tomorrow and set out to the 
wilderness by the way of the Red Sea.”



Numbers 14:33-34
33 Your sons shall be shepherds 
for forty years in the wilderness, …
34 According to the number of days 
which you spied out the land, forty 
days, for every day you shall bear 
your guilt a year, even forty years, and 
you will know My opposition.



o The People’s 
“Too-Late” Response
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Numbers 14:39-45
39 When Moses spoke these words to 
all the sons of Israel, the people 
mourned greatly.



Numbers 14:39-45
40 In the morning, however, they rose 
up early and went up to the ridge of 
the hill country, saying, “Here we 
are; we have indeed sinned, but we 
will go up to the place which 
the LORD has promised.”



Numbers 14:39-45
40 In the morning, however, they rose 
up early and went up to the ridge of 
the hill country, saying, “Here we 
are; we have indeed sinned, but we 
will go up to the place which 
the LORD has promised.”



Numbers 14:39-45
41 But Moses said, “Why then are you 
transgressing the commandment of 
the LORD, when it will not succeed?
42 Do not go up, or you will be struck 
down before your enemies, for 
the LORD is not among you.



Numbers 14:39-45
43 For the Amalekites and the 
Canaanites will be there in front of you, 
and you will fall by the sword, 
inasmuch as you have turned back 
from following the LORD. And 
the LORD will not be with you.”



Numbers 14:39-45
44 But they went up heedlessly to 
the ridge of the hill country; 
neither the ark of the covenant of 
the LORD nor Moses left the camp.
45 Then the Amalekites and the 
Canaanites who lived in that hill 
country came down, and struck them 
and beat them down as far as Hormah.



Some Things We Notice
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1) The blessings we miss 
by not trusting God.
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Numbers 14:22-23
22 Surely all the men who have seen My 
glory and My signs which I performed 
in Egypt and in the wilderness, 
yet have put Me to the test these ten 
times and have not listened to My 
voice,
23 shall by no means see the land which 
I swore to their fathers, nor shall any of 
those who spurned Me see it.



1 Samuel 13:13

13 Samuel said to Saul, “You have acted 
foolishly; you have not kept the 
commandment of the LORD your God, 
which He commanded you, for now 
the LORD would have established your 
kingdom over Israel forever.



2) Be careful: negativity
is contagious.
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Numbers 13:32
32 So they gave out to the sons of 
Israel a bad report of the land which 
they had spied out, saying, “The land 
through which we have gone, in spying 
it out, is a land that devours 
its inhabitants; and all the people 
whom we saw in it are men 
of great size.



3) We need more Caleb’s!
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Numbers 13:30
30 Then Caleb quieted the 
people before Moses and said, “We 
should by all means go up and take 
possession of it, for we will surely 
overcome it.”



Numbers 14:24
24 But My servant Caleb, because he 
has had a different spirit and has 
followed Me fully, I will bring into the 
land which he entered, and 
his descendants shall take possession 
of it.



4) Let’s never move 
forward without God!
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Numbers 14:44-45
44 But they went up heedlessly to 
the ridge of the hill country; 
neither the ark of the covenant of 
the LORD nor Moses left the camp.
45 Then the Amalekites and the 
Canaanites who lived in that hill 
country came down, and struck them 
and beat them down as far as Hormah.



Joshua 1:8-9
8 This book of the law shall not depart 
from your mouth, but you shall 
meditate on it day and night, so that 
you may be careful to do according to 
all that is written in it; for then you will 
make your way prosperous, and then 
you will have success.



Joshua 1:8-9
9 Have I not commanded you? Be 
strong and courageous! Do not tremble 
or be dismayed, for the LORD your God 
is with you wherever you go.”



We all have 
have our fear 
moments,

but may our 
lives be 
defined by 
choosing
faith.
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James 5:16

16 Therefore, confess your sins to one 
another, and pray for one another so 
that you may be healed. The effective 

prayer of a righteous man can 
accomplish much.



What 
Must I 
Do To Be 
Saved?

Be 
Baptized

Baptism into Christ  
(Acts 2:38, Rom 6:3-4)

Confess Confess faith in Christ 
(Romans 10:9-10)

Repent Commit to live for Christ  
(Acts 2:38)

Believe Believe in Christ 
(John 8:24)

Hear Hear/learn about Christ 
(Rom. 10:17)


