
What Does the Bible Say 
About Race?

Im
age fro

m
: w

w
w

.ligh
tsto

ck.co
m



Christian Foundations on Race

o We all have a 
special unity in 
God’s creation.
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Genesis 1:26-27

26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in 
Our image, according to Our likeness; 
and let them rule over the fish of the 
sea and over the birds of the sky and 
over the cattle and over all the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that 
creeps on the earth.”



Genesis 1:26-27

27 God created man in His own image, 
in the image of God He created 
him; male and female He created 
them.



Acts 17:26

26 and He made from one man every 
nation of mankind to live on all the 
face of the earth, 
having determined their appointed 
times and the boundaries of their 
habitation,



Christian Foundations on Race

o Christianity is a 
global, multi-
racial family, 
connected in 

Christ.
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Revelation 5:9-10
9 …“Worthy are You to take the book 
and to break its seals; for You 
were slain, and purchased for God with 
Your blood men from every tribe and 
tongue and people and nation.
10 “You have made them to 
be a kingdom and priests to our God; 
and they will reign upon the earth.”



Christian Foundations on Race

o Christians believe 
it is wrong to 

judge people or 
treat people 

differently based 
on outward 
appearance.
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1 Samuel 16:7
7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not 
look at his appearance or at the height 
of his stature, because I have rejected 
him; for God sees not as man sees, for 
man looks at the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looks at the 
heart.”



Acts 10:34-35
34 Opening his mouth, Peter said:

“I most certainly 
understand now that God is not one to 
show partiality,
35 but in every nation the man 
who fears Him and does what is right is 
welcome to Him.



James 2:1-4
1 My brethren, do not hold your faith in 
our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an 
attitude of personal favoritism.



James 2:1-4
2 For if a man comes into 
your assembly with a gold ring and 
dressed in fine clothes, and there also 
comes in a poor man in dirty clothes,



James 2:1-4
3 and you pay special attention to the 
one who is wearing the fine clothes, 
and say, “You sit here in a good place,” 
and you say to the poor man, “You 
stand over there, or sit down by my 
footstool,”
4 have you not made distinctions 
among yourselves, and become 
judges with evil motives?



The Example of Jesus

Good Samaritan parable – Luke 10

Woman at the Well – John 4



Critics Say: What About 
Slavery in the Bible?
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Colossians 3:22-23
22 Slaves, in all things obey those who 
are your masters on earth, not 
with external service, as those 
who merely please men, but with 
sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.
23 Whatever you do, do your 
work heartily, as for the Lord rather 
than for men,



o Slavery addressed in the 
Bible was very different from 

New World slavery.
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o The Bible condemns several 
aspects of New World slavery:

Enslaving
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1 Timothy 1:9-10
9 …, but for those who are lawless 
and rebellious, for the ungodly and 
sinners, for the unholy and profane, for 
those who kill their fathers or mothers, 
for murderers
10 and immoral 
men and homosexuals and kidnappers
and liars and perjurers, and whatever 
else is contrary to sound teaching,



o The Bible condemns several 
aspects of New World slavery:

Enslaving

Racism
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Acts 10:34-35
34 Opening his mouth, Peter said:

“I most certainly 
understand now that God is not one to 
show partiality,
35 but in every nation the man 
who fears Him and does what is right is 
welcome to Him.



o The Bible condemns several 
aspects of New World slavery:

Enslaving

Racism
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Matthew 7:12
12 “In everything, therefore, treat 
people the same way you want them 
to treat you, for this is the Law and the 
Prophets.



Ephesians 6:9
9 Masters, grant to your slaves justice 
and fairness, knowing that you too 
have a Master in heaven.



Colossians 4:1
1 And masters, do the same things to 
them, and give up threatening, 
knowing that both their Master and 
yours is in heaven, and there is no 
partiality with Him.



o The Bible condemns several 
aspects of New World slavery:

Enslaving

Racism
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o This is why Bible-believers 
have played a big role in 

fighting slavery and racism.
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Living in a Racially-
Divided Culture
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Ephesians 4:26-27
26 BE ANGRY, AND yet DO NOT SIN; do not 
let the sun go down on your anger,
27 and do not give the devil an 
opportunity.



Romans 12:17-21
17 Never pay back evil for evil to 
anyone. Respect what is right in the 
sight of all men.
18 If possible, so far as it depends on 
you, be at peace with all men.



Romans 12:17-21
19 Never take your own revenge, 
beloved, but leave room for the 
wrath of God, for it is written, 
“VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY,” says 
the Lord.
20 “BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, FEED HIM, 
AND IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR

IN SO DOING YOU WILL HEAP BURNING COALS

ON HIS HEAD.”



Romans 12:17-21
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good.



Revelation 5:9-10
9 …“Worthy are You to take the book 
and to break its seals; for You 
were slain, and purchased for God with 
Your blood men from every tribe and 
tongue and people and nation.
10 “You have made them to 
be a kingdom and priests to our God; 
and they will reign upon the earth.”



I pray we can show the better
way of Christ!
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What 
Must I 
Do To Be 
Saved?

Be 
Baptized

Baptism into Christ  
(Acts 2:38, Rom 6:3-4)

Confess Confess faith in Christ 
(Romans 10:9-10)

Repent Commit to live for Christ  
(Acts 2:38)

Believe Believe in Christ 
(John 8:24)

Hear Hear/learn about Christ 
(Rom. 10:17)



James 5:16

16 Therefore, confess your sins to one 
another, and pray for one another so 
that you may be healed. The effective 

prayer of a righteous man can 
accomplish much.


