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Trouble With Saul



Life After Goliath

1) Friendship with Jonathan –
18:1-4.
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1 Samuel 18:1-4
1 Now it came about when he had 
finished speaking to Saul, that the soul 
of Jonathan was knit to the soul of 
David, and Jonathan loved him as 
himself.



1 Samuel 18:1-4
2 Saul took him that day and did not let 
him return to his father’s house.



1 Samuel 18:1-4
3 Then Jonathan made a covenant with 
David because he loved him as himself.
4 Jonathan stripped himself of the robe 
that was on him and gave it to David, 
with his armor, including his sword and 
his bow and his belt.



Life After Goliath

2) New position – 18:5.
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1 Samuel 18:5
5 So David went out wherever Saul sent 
him, and prospered; and Saul set him 
over the men of war. And it was 
pleasing in the sight of all the people 
and also in the sight of Saul’s servants.



Life After Goliath

3) Saul begins to have jealousy
– 18:6-9.
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1 Samuel 18:6-9
6 It happened as they were coming, 
when David returned from killing the 
Philistine, that the women came out of 
all the cities of Israel, singing and 
dancing, to meet King Saul, with 
tambourines, with joy and with musical 
instruments.



1 Samuel 18:6-9
7 The women sang as they played, and 
said,

“Saul has slain his thousands,
And David his ten thousands.”



1 Samuel 18:6-9
8 Then Saul became very angry, for this 
saying displeased him; and he said, 
“They have ascribed to David ten 
thousands, but to me they have 
ascribed thousands. Now what more 
can he have but the kingdom?”
9 Saul looked at David with suspicion 
from that day on.



Saul’s 
Downward 

Spiral



➢ Saul’s efforts 
against 
David:

1) Hurls his spear
at him. 



1 Samuel 18:10-11
10 Now it came about on the next day 
that an evil spirit from God came 
mightily upon Saul, and he raved in the 
midst of the house, while David was 
playing the harp with his hand, as 
usual; and a spear was in Saul’s hand.



1 Samuel 18:10-11
11 Saul hurled the spear for he thought, 
“I will pin David to the wall.” But 
David escaped from his presence twice.



1 Samuel 18:14-16
14 David was prospering in all his ways 
for the LORD was with him.
15 When Saul saw that he 
was prospering greatly, he dreaded 
him.
16 But all Israel and Judah loved David, 
and he went out and came in before 
them.



1 Samuel 19:9-10
9 Now there was an evil spirit from 
the LORD on Saul as he was sitting in his 
house with his spear in his hand, and 
David was playing the 
harp with his hand.



1 Samuel 19:9-10
10 Saul tried to pin David to the wall 
with the spear, but he slipped away out 
of Saul’s presence, so that he stuck the 
spear into the wall. And David fled and 
escaped that night.



2) Hopes he will 
die in battle.

➢ Saul’s efforts 
against 
David:



1 Samuel 18:17
17 Then Saul said to David, “Here is my 
older daughter Merab; I will give her to 
you as a wife, only be a valiant man for 
me and fight the LORD’S battles.” For 
Saul thought, “My hand shall not be 
against him, but let the hand of the 
Philistines be against him.”



1 Samuel 18:20-21
20 Now Michal, Saul’s daughter, loved 
David. When they told Saul, the thing 
was agreeable to him.
21 Saul thought, “I will give her to him 
that she may become a snare to him, 
and that the hand of the Philistines 
may be against him.” …



1 Samuel 18:25
25 Saul then said, “Thus you shall say to 
David, ‘The king does not desire 
any dowry except a hundred foreskins 
of the Philistines, to take vengeance on 
the king’s enemies.’” Now Saul planned 
to make David fall by the hand of the 
Philistines.



1 Samuel 18:28-30
28 When Saul saw and knew that 
the LORD was with David, 
and that Michal, Saul’s daughter, loved 
him,
29 then Saul was even more afraid of 
David. Thus Saul was David’s enemy 
continually.



1 Samuel 18:28-30
30 Then the commanders of the 
Philistines went out to battle, and it 
happened as often as they went out, 
that David behaved himself more 
wisely than all the servants of Saul. So 
his name was highly esteemed.



3) Puts out a 
command to kill 

David.

➢ Saul’s efforts 
against 
David:



1 Samuel 19:1
1 Now Saul told Jonathan his son and 
all his servants to put David to death. 
But Jonathan, Saul’s son, greatly 
delighted in David.



1 Samuel 19:11
11 Then Saul sent messengers to David’s 
house to watch him, in order to put 
him to death in the morning. But 
Michal, David’s wife, told him, saying, 
“If you do not save your life tonight, 
tomorrow you will be put to death.”



➢ Saul turns against 
his own son in 

murderous anger.



1 Samuel 20:31-33
31 For as long as the son of Jesse lives 
on the earth, neither you nor your 
kingdom will be established. Therefore 
now, send and bring him to me, 
for he must surely die.”



1 Samuel 20:31-33
32 But Jonathan answered Saul his 
father and said to him, “Why should he 
be put to death? What has he done?”
33 Then Saul hurled his spear at him to 
strike him down; so Jonathan knew 
that his father had decided to put 
David to death.



1 Samuel 20:42
42 Jonathan said to David, “Go in safety, 
inasmuch as we have sworn to each 
other in the name of the LORD, saying, 
‘The LORD will be between me and you, 
and between my descendants and 
your descendants forever.’” Then he 
rose and departed, while Jonathan 
went into the city.



A Warning 
For Us
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➢ Jealousy can 
consume us.
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James 3:14-17
14 But if you have bitter jealousy 
and selfish ambition in your heart, do 
not be arrogant and so lie against the 
truth.
15 This wisdom is not that which comes 
down from above, but 
is earthly, natural, demonic.



James 3:14-17
16 For where jealousy and selfish 
ambition exist, there is disorder and 
every evil thing.



James 3:14-17
17 But the wisdom from above is 
first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full 
of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, 
without hypocrisy.



Galatians 5:19-21
19 Now the deeds of the flesh are 
evident, which are: immorality, 
impurity, sensuality,
20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, 
jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, 
dissensions, factions,



Galatians 5:19-21
21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, 
and things like these, of which I 
forewarn you, just as I have 
forewarned you, that those who 
practice such things will not inherit the 
kingdom of God.



1 Corinthians 6:9-11
9 Or do you not know that the 
unrighteous will not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived; neither fornicators, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor effeminate, nor homosexuals,



1 Corinthians 6:9-11
10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, 
will inherit the kingdom of God.
11 Such were some of you; but you 
were washed, but you were sanctified, 
but you were justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit 
of our God.



1 Corinthians 6:9-11
10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, 
will inherit the kingdom of God.
11 Such were some of you; but you 
were washed, but you were sanctified, 
but you were justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit 
of our God.



How does Christ help us 
with this?
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John 4:13-14

13 Jesus answered and said to 
her, “Everyone who drinks of this water 
will thirst again;
14 but whoever drinks of the water that 
I will give him shall never thirst; but the 
water that I will give him will become 
in him a well of water springing up 
to eternal life.”



Colossians 2:10
10 and in Him you have 
been made complete, and He is the 
head over all rule and authority;



➢ Let’s remember we are 
complete in Christ!
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