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The Joy of 
Good News
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➢ Some passages 
about good 

news:



Proverbs 25:25

25 Like cold water to a weary soul,
So is good news from a distant land.



Isaiah 52:7

7 How lovely on the mountains
Are the feet of him who brings
good news,
Who announces peace
And brings good news of happiness,
Who announces salvation,
And says to Zion, “Your God reigns!”
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➢ The word 
“gospel” means 

“good news.”



Mark 1:14-15

14 Now after John had been taken into 
custody, Jesus came into 
Galilee, preaching the gospel of God,

15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and 
the kingdom of God is at hand; repent 
and believe in the gospel.”



Romans 1:16

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
for it is the power of God for salvation 
to everyone who believes, to the Jew 
first and also to the Greek.



The Good News in Action: 
Acts chapter 8
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Acts 8:5

5 Philip went down to the city of 
Samaria and began proclaiming Christ 
to them.



Acts 8:12

12 But when they believed 
Philip preaching the good news about 
the kingdom of God and the name of 
Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, 
men and women alike.



A few things about the well-
known conversion in verses 26-40:
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1) God brings together those 
who know the good news and 

those who don’t.
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Acts 8:26-31

26 But an angel of the Lord spoke 
to Philip saying, “Get up and go south 
to the road that descends from 
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a 
desert road.)



Acts 8:26-31
27 So he got up and went; and there 
was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court 
official of Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, who was in charge of all 
her treasure; and he had come to 
Jerusalem to worship,
28 and he was returning and sitting in 
his chariot, and was reading the 
prophet Isaiah.



Acts 8:26-31
30 Philip ran up and heard him reading 
Isaiah the prophet, and said, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?”
31 And he said, “Well, how could I, 
unless someone guides me?” And he 
invited Philip to come up and sit with 
him.



Hebrews 11:6

6 And without faith it is impossible to 
please Him, for he who comes to God 
must believe that He is and that He is a 
rewarder of those who seek Him.



2) God’s good news starts with 
the reality of bad news.
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Acts 8:32-35
32 Now the passage of Scripture which 
he was reading was this:

“HE WAS LED AS A SHEEP TO SLAUGHTER;
AND AS A LAMB BEFORE ITS SHEARER IS SILENT,
SO HE DOES NOT OPEN HIS MOUTH.
33 “IN HUMILIATION HIS JUDGMENT WAS

TAKEN AWAY;
WHO WILL RELATE HIS GENERATION?
FOR HIS LIFE IS REMOVED FROM THE EARTH.”



Acts 8:32-35
34 The eunuch answered Philip and 
said, “Please tell me, of whom does the 
prophet say this? Of himself or of 
someone else?”
35 Then Philip opened his mouth, 
and beginning from this Scripture 
he preached Jesus to him.



1 Corinthians 15:1-4

1 Now I make known to you, brethren, 
the gospel which I preached to you, 
which also you received, in which also 
you stand,
2 by which also you are saved, if you 
hold fast the word which I preached to 
you, unless you believed in vain.



1 Corinthians 15:1-4

3 For I delivered to you as of first 
importance what I also received, that 
Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures,
4 and that He was buried, and that He 
was raised on the third day according 
to the Scriptures,



3) Preaching Jesus means 
preaching baptism.
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Acts 8:35-36
35 Then Philip opened his mouth, 
and beginning from this Scripture 
he preached Jesus to him.
36 As they went along the road they 
came to some water; and the eunuch 
said, “Look! Water! What prevents me 
from being baptized?”



John 4:1-2
1 Therefore when the Lord knew that 
the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was 
making and baptizing more disciples 
than John
2 (although Jesus Himself was not 
baptizing, but His disciples were),



Matthew 28:19-20
19 Go therefore and make disciples 
of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit,
20 teaching them to observe all that I 
commanded you; and lo, I am with 
you always, even to the end of the 
age.”



Romans 6:3-4
3 Or do you not know that all of us who 
have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
have been baptized into His death?



Romans 6:3-4
4 Therefore we have been buried with 
Him through baptism into death, so 
that as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, so we 
too might walk in newness of life.



4) I love his attitude about 
the gospel.
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Acts 8:36-39
36 As they went along the road they 
came to some water; and the eunuch 
said, “Look! Water! What prevents me 
from being baptized?”



Acts 8:36-39
38 And he ordered the chariot to stop; 
and they both went down into the 
water, Philip as well as the eunuch, and 
he baptized him.



Acts 8:36-39
39 When they came up out of the 
water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched 
Philip away; and the eunuch no longer 
saw him, but went on his way rejoicing.
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The Joy of the Gospel
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His joy was echoed in heaven;



Luke 15

7 I tell you that in the same way, there 
will be more joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine righteous persons who need no 
repentance.



Luke 15

10 In the same way, I tell you, there is 
joy in the presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner who repents.”
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His joy was echoed in heaven;

it has been echoed in history;

and I pray it will be echoed 
through our lives as well. 



Receiving Salvation in Christ:

Be Baptized into Christ  (Acts 2:38, Rom 6:3-4)

Confess your faith in Christ (Romans 10:9-10)

Repent Turn to Christ  (Acts 3:19)

Believe in Christ (John 8:24)

Hear about Christ (Rom. 10:17)



Acts 2:37-38
37 Now when they heard this, they 
were pierced to the heart, and said to 
Peter and the rest of the apostles, 
“Brethren, what shall we do?”
38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and 
each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins; and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.



James 5:16

16 Therefore, confess your sins to one 
another, and pray for one another so 
that you may be healed. The effective 

prayer of a righteous man can 
accomplish much.


