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Despair, Tragedy, and 
Strength



David Faces Despair
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➢ Saul comes after 
David again – chapter 26.
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1 Samuel 26:7
7 So David and Abishai came to the 
people by night, and behold, Saul lay 
sleeping inside the circle of the camp 
with his spear stuck in the ground at 
his head; and Abner and the people 
were lying around him.



1 Samuel 26:12
12 So David took the spear and the jug 
of water from beside Saul’s head, and 
they went away, but no one saw or 
knew it, nor did any awake, for they 
were all asleep, because a sound sleep 
from the LORD had fallen on them



1 Samuel 26:21
21 Then Saul said, “I have sinned. 
Return, my son David, for I will not 
harm you again because my life was 
precious in your sight this day. Behold, 
I have played the fool and have 
committed a serious error.”



➢ David begins to despair –
27:1.
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1 Samuel 27:1
1 Then David said to himself, “Now I will 
perish one day by the hand of 
Saul. There is nothing better for me 
than to escape into the land of the 
Philistines. Saul then will despair of 
searching for me anymore in all the 
territory of Israel, and I will escape 
from his hand.”



➢ David and his men join the 
Philistines – chapter 27.
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1 Samuel 27:2-6
2 So David arose and crossed over, he 
and the six hundred men who were 
with him, to Achish the son of Maoch, 
king of Gath.



1 Samuel 27:2-6
3 And David lived with Achish at Gath, 
he and his men, each with his 
household, even David with his two 
wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and 
Abigail the Carmelitess, Nabal’s widow.



1 Samuel 27:2-6
4 Now it was told Saul that David had 
fled to Gath, so he no longer searched 
for him.



1 Samuel 27:2-6
5 Then David said to Achish, “If now I 
have found favor in your sight, let them 
give me a place in one of the cities in 
the country, that I may live there; for 
why should your servant live in the 
royal city with you?”



1 Samuel 27:2-6
6 So Achish gave him Ziklag that day; 
therefore Ziklag has belonged to the 
kings of Judah to this day.



David Faces Tragedy

➢They return home from the 
battlefield to find their families

gone – 30:1-6.

Im
age fro

m
: w

w
w

.ligh
tsto

ck.co
m



1 Samuel 30:1-5
1 Then it happened when David and his 
men came to Ziklag on the third day, 
that the Amalekites had made a raid on 
the Negev and on Ziklag, and 
had overthrown Ziklag and burned it 
with fire;



1 Samuel 30:1-5
2 and they took captive the women and 
all who were in it, both small and 
great, without killing anyone, and 
carried them off and went their way.



1 Samuel 30:1-5
3 When David and his men came to the 
city, behold, it was burned with fire, 
and their wives and their sons and 
their daughters had been taken 
captive.



1 Samuel 30:1-5
4 Then David and the people who were 
with him lifted their voices and wept 
until there was no strength in them to 
weep.
5 Now David’s two wives had been 
taken captive, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess
and Abigail the widow of Nabal the 
Carmelite.



1 Samuel 30:1
1 Then it happened when David and his 
men came to Ziklag on the third day, 
that the Amalekites had made a raid on 
the Negev and on Ziklag, and 
had overthrown Ziklag and burned it 
with fire;



1 Samuel 15:1-2
1 Then Samuel said to Saul, 
“The LORD sent me to anoint you as 
king over His people, over Israel; now 
therefore, listen to the words of 
the LORD. 2 Thus says the LORD of hosts, 
‘I will punish Amalek for what he did to 
Israel, how he set himself against him 
on the way while he was coming up 
from Egypt.



1 Samuel 15:9
9 But Saul and the people spared Agag 
and the best of the sheep, the oxen, 
the fatlings, the lambs, and all that was 
good, and were not willing to destroy 
them utterly; but everything despised 
and worthless, that they utterly 
destroyed.



Esther 3:1
1 After these events King 
Ahasuerus promoted Haman, the son 
of Hammedatha the Agagite, 
and advanced him and established his 
authority over all the princes 
who were with him.



David Faces Tragedy

➢The men want to stone David.
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1 Samuel 30:6
6 Moreover David was greatly 
distressed because the people spoke of 
stoning him, for all the people 
were embittered, each one because of 
his sons and his daughters. But David 
strengthened himself in the LORD his 
God.



David Finds Strength

➢What does David do? Verse 6.
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1 Samuel 30:6
6 Moreover David was greatly 
distressed because the people spoke of 
stoning him, for all the people 
were embittered, each one because of 
his sons and his daughters. But David 
strengthened himself in the LORD his 
God.



David Finds Strength

➢This is one of David’s strongest 
qualities. Examples:
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David Finds Strength

Psalm 13
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David Finds Strength

Psalm 142
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David Finds Strength

Psalm 57
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David Finds Strength

➢God guides them to a great 
rescue.
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1 Samuel 30:8
8 David inquired of the LORD, saying, 
“Shall I pursue this band? Shall I 
overtake them?” And He said to him, 
“Pursue, for you will surely overtake 
them, and you will surely rescue all.”



1 Samuel 30:18-19
18 So David recovered all that the 
Amalekites had taken, and rescued 
his two wives.



1 Samuel 30:18-19
19 But nothing of theirs was missing, 
whether small or great, sons or 
daughters, spoil or anything that they 
had taken for themselves; David 
brought it all back.



A needed practice: 

the ability to retreat from the 
world and find strength in God.
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