
Happy New Year
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Life’s 
challenges and 
opportunities 
usually come 

without 
warning.
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Opportunities
that 

Come in the 
Moment
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➢ Some who 
responded:
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Matthew 4:18-22
18 Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea 
of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon, 
who was called Peter, and his brother 
Andrew, casting a net into the sea; for 
they were fishermen.



Matthew 4:18-22
19 And He said to them, “Follow Me, 
and I will make you fishers of men.”



Matthew 4:18-22
20 Immediately they left their nets 
and followed Him.



Matthew 4:18-22
21 Going on from there He saw two 
other brothers, James the son of 
Zebedee, and John his brother, in the 
boat with Zebedee their father, 
mending their nets; and He called 
them.
22 Immediately they left the boat and 
their father, and followed Him.



Matthew 9:9
9 As Jesus went on from there, He saw 
a man called Matthew, sitting in the tax 
collector’s booth; and He said to 
him, “Follow Me!” And he got up and 
followed Him.



➢ Some who 
didn’t:
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Matthew 19:21-22
21 Jesus said to him, “If you wish to 
be complete, go and sell your 
possessions and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven; and 
come, follow Me.”



Matthew 19:21-22
22 But when the young man heard this 
statement, he went away grieving; for 
he was one who owned much 
property.



Acts 24:25
24 But some days later Felix arrived with 
Drusilla, his wife who was a Jewess, 
and sent for Paul and heard 
him speak about faith in Christ Jesus.



Acts 24:25
25 But as he was 
discussing righteousness, self-control 
and the judgment to come, Felix 
became frightened and said, “Go away 
for the present, and when I find time I 
will summon you.”



Challenges that 
Come in the 

Moment
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➢ The Bible often 
mentions the 
unknown “day

of trouble.”
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Psalm 50:15
15 Call upon Me in the day of trouble;
I shall rescue you, and you will
honor Me.”



➢ Other examples 
from the Bible:
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Ephesians 6:13
13 Therefore, take up the full armor of 
God, so that you will be able to resist 
in the evil day, and having done 
everything, to stand firm.



Luke 4:13
13 When the devil had finished every 
temptation, he left Him until an 
opportune time.



Photo by Davide Boscolo on Unsplash

The Christian’s Goal: Stand
Ready for those Moments
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Titus 3:1
1 Remind them to be subject to rulers, 
to authorities, to be obedient,
to be ready for every good deed,



1 Peter 5:8
8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. 
Your adversary, the devil, prowls 
around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour.



Two Takeaways

1) Let’s keep doing our best!
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Galatians 6:9
9 Let us not lose heart in doing good, 

for in due time we will reap if we do 
not grow weary.



Two Takeaways

2) When those moments come, 
stand ready to act on what is right.
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Proverbs 3:5-6
5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart
And do not lean on your own 
understanding.
6 In all your ways acknowledge Him,
And He will make your paths straight.



Two Takeaways

➢When we do, God will 
guide the results!
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Receiving Salvation in Christ:

Be Baptized into Christ  (Acts 2:38, Rom 6:3-4)

Confess your faith in Christ (Romans 10:9-10)

Repent Turn to Christ  (Acts 3:19)

Believe in Christ (John 8:24)

Hear about Christ (Rom. 10:17)



James 5:16

16 Therefore, confess your sins to one 
another, and pray for one another so 
that you may be healed. The effective 

prayer of a righteous man can 
accomplish much.


