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Family Tragedies



Two Big Contributors

➢ Because of David’s sin, God 
would allow these tragic events.
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2 Samuel 12:10-12
10 Now therefore, the sword shall never 
depart from your house, because you 
have despised Me and have taken the 
wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your 
wife.’



2 Samuel 12:10-12
11 Thus says the LORD, ‘Behold, I will 
raise up evil against you from your own 
household; I will even take your wives 
before your eyes and give them to your 
companion, and he will lie with your 
wives in broad daylight.



2 Samuel 12:10-12
12 Indeed you did it secretly, but I will 
do this thing before all Israel, 
and under the sun.’”



Two Big Contributors

➢ David’s attitude toward his family
would produce bad results.
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2 Samuel 5:13
13 Meanwhile David took more 
concubines and wives from Jerusalem, 
after he came from Hebron; and more 
sons and daughters were born to 
David.



1 Kings 1:6
5 Now Adonijah the son of Haggith
exalted himself, saying, “I will be king.” 
So he prepared for himself chariots and 
horsemen with fifty men to run before 
him.
6 His father had never crossed him at 
any time by asking, “Why have you 
done so?” And he was also a very 
handsome man, …



Two Big Contributors

➢ We recognize parenting is 
difficult!

Im
age fro

m
: w

w
w

.ligh
tsto

ck.co
m



Two Big Contributors

➢ But all parents have the 
responsibility to try to lead our 

children toward God.
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Deuteronomy 6:6-9
6 These words, which I am commanding 
you today, shall be on your heart.
7 You shall teach them diligently to your 
sons and shall talk of them when you 
sit in your house and when you walk by 
the way and when you lie down and 
when you rise up.



Deuteronomy 6:6-9
8 You shall bind them as a sign on your 
hand and they shall be as frontals on 
your forehead.
9 You shall write them on the doorposts 
of your house and on your gates.



David’s Family Tragedies

➢ The tragedy of Amnon
and Tamar.
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2 Samuel 13:1-5
1 Now it was after this that Absalom 
the son of David had a beautiful sister 
whose name was Tamar, and Amnon 
the son of David loved her.



2 Samuel 13:1-5
2 Amnon was so frustrated because of 
his sister Tamar that he made himself 
ill, for she was a virgin, and it 
seemed hard to Amnon to do anything 
to her.



2 Samuel 13:1-5
3 But Amnon had a friend whose name 
was Jonadab, the son of Shimeah, 
David’s brother; and Jonadab was a 
very shrewd man.



2 Samuel 13:1-5
4 He said to him, “O son of the king, 
why are you so depressed morning 
after morning? Will you not tell me?” 
Then Amnon said to him, “I am in love 
with Tamar, the sister of my brother 
Absalom.”



2 Samuel 13:1-5
5 Jonadab then said to him, “Lie down 
on your bed and pretend to be ill; 
when your father comes to see you, 
say to him, ‘Please let my sister Tamar 
come and give me some food to eat, 
and let her prepare the food in my 
sight, that I may see it and eat from her 
hand.’”



2 Samuel 13:21
21 Now when King David heard of all 
these matters, he was very angry.



David’s Family Tragedies

➢ The tragedy of revenge.
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2 Samuel 13:22-23
22 But Absalom did not speak to 
Amnon either good or bad; 
for Absalom hated Amnon because he 
had violated his sister Tamar.
23 Now it came about after two full 
years that Absalom had sheepshearers 
in Baal-hazor, which is near Ephraim, 
and Absalom invited all the king’s sons.



2 Samuel 13:28-29
28 Absalom commanded his servants, 
saying, “See now, when Amnon’s heart 
is merry with wine, and when I say to 
you, ‘Strike Amnon,’ then put him to 
death. Do not fear; have not I myself 
commanded you? Be courageous and 
be valiant.”



2 Samuel 13:28-29
29 The servants of Absalom did to 
Amnon just as Absalom had 
commanded. Then all the king’s sons 
arose and each mounted his mule and 
fled.



2 Samuel 13:37-39
37 Now Absalom fled and went 
to Talmai the son of Ammihud, the king 
of Geshur. And David mourned for his 
son every day.



2 Samuel 13:37-39
38 So Absalom had fled and gone to 
Geshur, and was there three years.
39 The heart of King David longed to go 
out to Absalom; for he was comforted 
concerning Amnon, since he was dead.



2 Samuel 14:28
28 Now Absalom lived two full years in 
Jerusalem, and did not see the king’s 
face.



David’s Family Tragedies

➢ The tragedy of kingdom 
rebellion.
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2 Samuel 15:6
6 In this manner Absalom dealt with all 
Israel who came to the king for 
judgment; so Absalom stole away the 
hearts of the men of Israel.



2 Samuel 15:10
10 But Absalom sent spies throughout 
all the tribes of Israel, saying, “As soon 
as you hear the sound of the trumpet, 
then you shall say, ‘Absalom is king in 
Hebron.’”



2 Samuel 15:13-14
13 Then a messenger came to David, 
saying, “The hearts of the men of Israel 
are with Absalom.”



2 Samuel 15:13-14
14 David said to all his servants who 
were with him at Jerusalem, “Arise and 
let us flee, for otherwise none of us will 
escape from Absalom. Go in haste, or 
he will overtake us quickly and bring 
down calamity on us and strike the city 
with the edge of the sword.”



David’s Family Tragedies

➢ The tragedy of death in battle.
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2 Samuel 18:8-9
8 For the battle there was spread over 
the whole countryside, and the forest 
devoured more people that day than 
the sword devoured.



2 Samuel 18:8-9
9 Now Absalom happened to meet the 
servants of David. For Absalom was 
riding on his mule, and the mule went 
under the thick branches of a great 
oak. And his head caught fast in the 
oak, so he was left hanging between 
heaven and earth, while the mule that 
was under him kept going.



2 Samuel 18:33
33 The king was deeply moved and 
went up to the chamber over the gate 
and wept. And thus he said as he 
walked, “O my son Absalom, my son, 
my son Absalom! Would I had died 
instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my 
son!”



What Might David Say to Us?

1) He might warn us about sin and 
trusting God’s commandments.
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What Might David Say to Us?

2) He might challenge us to stay 
engaged with our families.
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What Might David Say to Us?

3) A psalm to notice: Psalm 3
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Psalm 3
Morning Prayer of Trust in God.

A Psalm of David, when he fled from Absalom 
his son.
1 O LORD, how my adversaries have 
increased!
Many are rising up against me.
2 Many are saying of my soul,
“There is no deliverance for him in 
God.”



Psalm 3
3 But You, O LORD, are a shield about 
me,
My glory, and the One who lifts my 
head.

4 I was crying to the LORD with my 
voice,
And He answered me from His 
holy mountain.



Psalm 3
5 I lay down and slept;
I awoke, for the LORD sustains me.

6 I will not be afraid of ten thousands of 
people
Who have set themselves against me 
round about.



Psalm 3
7 Arise, O LORD; save me, O my God!
For You have smitten all my enemies 
on the cheek;
You have shattered the teeth of the 
wicked.

8 Salvation belongs to the LORD;
Your blessing be upon Your people!



What Might David Say to Us?

-When facing tragedies, of your 
doing or not, let the Lord

be your shield…
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