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Is There Really a 
Pattern for the 

Church to
Follow?



A New Testament Overview 
of “Pattern”
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➢ An unchanging “faith:” Jude 3



Jude 3
3 Beloved, while I was making every 
effort to write you about our common 
salvation, I felt the necessity to write to 
you appealing that you contend 
earnestly for the faith which was once 
for all handed down to the saints.
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➢ The apostles’ teaching and 
example as a “pattern:”



Philippians 3:17
17 Brethren, join in following my 
example, and observe those who walk 
according to the pattern you have in 
us.

[Greek word “tupos”]



Romans 6:17
17 But thanks be to God that though 
you were slaves of sin, you became 
obedient from the heart to that form
of teaching to which you were 
committed,

[Greek word “tupos”]



Acts 7:44
44 “Our fathers had the tabernacle of 
testimony in the wilderness, just as He 
who spoke to Moses directed him to 
make it according to the pattern which 
he had seen.

[Greek word “tupos”]



Hebrews 8:5
5 who serve a copy and shadow of the 
heavenly things, just as 
Moses was warned by God when he 
was about to erect the tabernacle; for, 
“SEE,” He says, “THAT YOU MAKE all 
things ACCORDING TO THE PATTERN WHICH

WAS SHOWN YOU ON THE MOUNTAIN.”

[Greek word “tupos”]
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➢ Other “keep the apostles’ 
pattern” verses:



1 Corinthians 11:2
2 Now I praise you because 
you remember me in everything 
and hold firmly to the traditions, 
just as I delivered them to you.



2 Thessalonians 2:15
15 So then, brethren, stand firm 
and hold to the traditions which you 
were taught, whether by word of 
mouth or by letter from us.



2 Timothy 3:14
14 You, however, continue in the things 
you have learned and become 
convinced of, knowing from whom you 
have learned them,



Philippians 4:9
9 The things you have learned and 
received and heard and seen in me, 
practice these things, and the God of 
peace will be with you.
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➢ Passages about rejecting those 
who bring teachings different 

from the pattern:



Romans 16:17
17 Now I urge you, brethren, keep your 
eye on those who cause dissensions 
and hindrances contrary to the 
teaching which you learned, and turn 
away from them.



2 Thessalonians 3:6
6 Now we command you, brethren, in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
you keep away from every brother 
who leads an unruly life and not 
according to the tradition which you 
received from us.



Galatians 1:8-9
8 But even if we, or an angel from 
heaven, should preach to you a 
gospel contrary to what we have 
preached to you, he is to be accursed!
9 As we have said before, so I say again 
now, if any man is preaching to you a 
gospel contrary to what you received, 
he is to be accursed!



2 John 9-10
9 Anyone who goes too far and does 
not abide in the teaching of Christ, 
does not have God; the one who 
abides in the teaching, he has both the 
Father and the Son.
10 If anyone comes to you and does not 
bring this teaching, do not receive him 
into your house, and do not give him a 
greeting;
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➢ What kinds of traditions are
we told to keep?
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Gospel traditions



Galatians 1:8-9
8 But even if we, or an angel from 
heaven, should preach to you a 
gospel contrary to what we have 
preached to you, he is to be accursed!
9 As we have said before, so I say again 
now, if any man is preaching to you a 
gospel contrary to what you received, 
he is to be accursed!
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Church traditions



1 Corinthians 11:2
2 Now I praise you because 
you remember me in everything 
and hold firmly to the traditions, 
just as I delivered them to you.



1 Timothy 3:15
15 but in case I am delayed, I write so 
that you will know how one ought to 
conduct himself in the household of 
God, which is the church of the living 
God, the pillar and support of the 
truth.
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Ethical traditions



2 Thessalonians 3:6
6 Now we command you, brethren, in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
you keep away from every brother 
who leads an unruly life and not 
according to the tradition which you 
received from us.



1 Corinthians 6:9-10
9 Or do you not know that the 
unrighteous will not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived; neither fornicators, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor effeminate, nor homosexuals,



1 Corinthians 6:9-10
10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, 
will inherit the kingdom of God.
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➢ We still must wrestle with what 
exactly is and isn’t part of God’s 

pattern.
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Honoring God’s pattern for 
His church shows

our love for God

and our trust in God.

It will produce living faith!


