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-This great phrase is found in 
Daniel 11:32.



Daniel 11:32
32 By smooth words he will turn to 
godlessness those who act wickedly 
toward the covenant, but the people 
who know their God will 
display strength and take action.



Moses’ Unique Encounter 
with God
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➢ In Exodus 32, the Israelites made 
the golden calf.



Exodus 32:7-8
7 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, 
“Go down at once, for your people, 
whom you brought up from the land of 
Egypt, have corrupted themselves.



Exodus 32:7-8
8 They have quickly turned aside from 
the way which I commanded 
them. They have made for themselves 
a molten calf, and have worshiped it 
and have sacrificed to it and said, ‘This 
is your god, O Israel, who brought you 
up from the land of Egypt!’”



Moses’ Unique Encounter 
with God
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➢ Moses prays for God to:

Spare them



Exodus 32:9-10
9 The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen 
this people, and behold, they are an 
obstinate people.
10 Now then let Me alone, that My 
anger may burn against them and that 
I may destroy them; and I will make of 
you a great nation.”



Exodus 32:11-12
11 Then Moses entreated the LORD his 
God, and said, “O LORD, why does Your 
anger burn against Your people whom 
You have brought out from the land of 
Egypt with great power and with a 
mighty hand?



Exodus 32:11-12
12 Why should the Egyptians speak, 
saying, ‘With evil intent He brought 
them out to kill them in the mountains 
and to destroy them from the face of 
the earth’? Turn from Your burning 
anger and change Your mind 
about doing harm to Your people.



Moses’ Unique Encounter 
with God
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➢ Moses prays for God to:

Forgive them



Exodus 32:30-34
30 On the next day Moses said to the 
people, “You yourselves 
have committed a great sin; and now I 
am going up to the LORD, perhaps I 
can make atonement for your sin.”



Exodus 32:30-34
31 Then Moses returned to the LORD, 
and said, “Alas, this people 
has committed a great sin, and they 
have made a god of gold for 
themselves.
32 But now, if You will, forgive their 
sin—and if not, please blot me out 
from Your book which You have 
written!”



Exodus 32:30-34
33 The LORD said to Moses, “Whoever 
has sinned against Me, I will blot him 
out of My book.
34 But go now, lead the people where I 
told you. Behold, My angel shall go 
before you; nevertheless in the day 
when I punish, I will punish them for 
their sin.”



Moses’ Unique Encounter 
with God
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➢ Moses prays for God to:

Go with them



Exodus 33:15-17
15 Then he said to Him, “If Your 
presence does not go with us, do not 
lead us up from here.



Exodus 33:15-17
16 For how then can it be known that I 
have found favor in Your sight, I and 
Your people? Is it not by Your going 
with us, so that we, I and Your people, 
may be distinguished from all 
the other people who are upon the 
face of the earth?”



Exodus 33:15-17
17 The LORD said to Moses, “I will also 
do this thing of which you have 
spoken; for you have found favor in My 
sight and I have known you by name.”



Moses’ Unique Encounter 
with God
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➢ Then Moses asks a special 
request: “show me your glory.”



Exodus 33:18-23
18 Then Moses said, “I pray You, show 
me Your glory!”
19 And He said, “I Myself will make all 
My goodness pass before you, and will 
proclaim the name of the LORD before 
you; and I will be gracious to whom 
I will be gracious, and will show 
compassion on whom I will show 
compassion.”



Exodus 33:18-23
20 But He said, “You cannot see My 
face, for no man can see Me and live!”
21 Then the LORD said, “Behold, there is 
a place by Me, and you shall 
stand there on the rock;



Exodus 33:18-23
22 and it will come about, while My 
glory is passing by, that I will put you in 
the cleft of the rock and cover you with 
My hand until I have passed by.
23 Then I will take My hand away and 
you shall see My back, but My face 
shall not be seen.”



Moses’ Unique Encounter 
with God
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➢ God then passes by Moses, and
proclaims much about His character.



Exodus 34:5-8
5 The LORD descended in the cloud and 
stood there with him as he called upon 
the name of the LORD.



Exodus 34:5-8
6 Then the LORD passed by in front of 
him and proclaimed, “The LORD, 
the LORD God, compassionate and 
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding 
in lovingkindness and truth;



Exodus 34:5-8
7 who keeps lovingkindness for 
thousands, who forgives iniquity, 
transgression and sin; 

yet He will by no means leave the 
guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity 
of fathers on the children and on the 
grandchildren to the third and fourth 
generations.”



Exodus 34:5-8
8 Moses made haste to bow low toward 
the earth and worship.



God’s Best-Known 
Self-Description
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- There is much in that description that 
causes us to celebrate and worship.



Exodus 34:6-7
6 Then the LORD passed by in front of 
him and proclaimed, “The LORD, 
the LORD God, compassionate and 
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding 
in lovingkindness and truth;



Exodus 34:6-7
7 who keeps lovingkindness for 
thousands, who forgives iniquity, 
transgression and sin; yet He will by no 
means leave the 
guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity 
of fathers on the children and on the 
grandchildren to the third and fourth 
generations.”



God’s Best-Known 
Self-Description
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➢ But we also see the 
seriousness of sin.



Exodus 34:6-7
7 who keeps lovingkindness for 
thousands, who forgives iniquity, 
transgression and sin; 

yet He will by no means leave the 
guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity 
of fathers on the children and on the 
grandchildren to the third and fourth 
generations.”



God’s Best-Known 
Self-Description
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➢ Passages to make clear we are 
only guilty of our own sins:



Exodus 32:33
33 The LORD said to Moses, “Whoever 
has sinned against Me, I will blot him 
out of My book.



Ezekiel 18:20
20 The person who sins will die. The son 
will not bear the punishment for the 
father’s iniquity, nor will the father 
bear the punishment for the son’s 
iniquity; the righteousness of the 
righteous will be upon himself, and the 
wickedness of the wicked will be upon 
himself



2 Corinthians 5:10
10 For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that each 
one may be recompensed for his deeds 
in the body, according to what he has 
done, whether good or bad.



God’s Best-Known 
Self-Description
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➢ Perhaps it means that sin’s 
effects are often felt for 

multiple generations.



God’s Best-Known 
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➢ This description is echoed
through the Old Testament -



Numbers 14:18-19
18 ‘The LORD is slow to anger and 
abundant in lovingkindness, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression; but He will 
by no means clear the guilty, visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers on the 
children to the third and the 
fourth generations.’



Numbers 14:18-19
19 Pardon, I pray, the iniquity of this 
people according to the greatness of 
Your lovingkindness, just as You also 
have forgiven this people, from Egypt 
even until now.”



Psalm 86:14-15
14 O God, arrogant men have risen up 
against me,
And a band of violent men have sought 
my life,
And they have not set You before them.
15 But You, O Lord, are a God merciful and 
gracious,
Slow to anger and abundant in 
lovingkindness and truth.



Psalm 145:7-8
7 They shall eagerly utter the memory 
of Your abundant goodness
And will shout joyfully of Your 
righteousness.
8 The LORD is gracious and merciful;
Slow to anger and great in 
lovingkindness.



God’s Best-Known 
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➢ This description is echoed through 
the Old Testament –

they leaned on this! 



Romans 11:22
22 Behold then the kindness and 
severity of God; to those who fell, 
severity, but to you, God’s kindness,
if you continue in His kindness; 
otherwise you also will be cut off.
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Let’s remember God’s goodness
and justice –

both are part of the gospel!


