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October 17-November 25



Praying for Memphis Sunday



Jeremiah 29:7

7 Seek the welfare of the city where I 
have sent you into exile, and pray to 
the LORD on its behalf; for in its welfare 
you will have welfare.’

*All verses from 1995 New American 
Standard Version



John 3:16

16 “For God so loved the world, that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish, but have eternal life.



Prayer for our Community



Prayer for our Outreach



Praying for Memphis Sunday

I once heard someone say: 
“Ministry begins with a burden.”



Learning from Nehemiah

1) Nehemiah learns about the sad 
condition of Jerusalem.
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Nehemiah 1:1-3

1 The words of Nehemiah the son of 
Hacaliah.

Now it happened in the month 
Chislev, in the twentieth year, while I 
was in Susa the capitol,



Nehemiah 1:1-3

2 that Hanani, one of my brothers, 
and some men from Judah came; and I 
asked them concerning the Jews who 
had escaped and had survived the 
captivity, and about Jerusalem.



Nehemiah 1:1-3

3 They said to me, “The remnant there 
in the province who survived the 
captivity are in great distress 
and reproach, and the wall of 
Jerusalem is broken down and its gates 
are burned with fire.”



Learning from Nehemiah

2) It drives him to prayer.
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Nehemiah 1:4-11

4 When I heard these words, I sat down 
and wept and mourned for days; and I 
was fasting and praying before the God 
of heaven.



Nehemiah 1:4-11

5 I said, “I beseech You, O LORD God of 
heaven, the great and awesome 
God, who preserves the covenant and 
lovingkindness for those who love Him 
and keep His commandments,



Nehemiah 1:4-11
6 let Your ear now be attentive and 
Your eyes open to hear the prayer of 
Your servant which I am praying before 
You now, day and night, on behalf of 
the sons of Israel Your 
servants, confessing the sins of the 
sons of Israel which we have sinned 
against You; I and my father’s house 
have sinned.



Nehemiah 1:4-11
11 O Lord, I beseech You, may Your ear 
be attentive to the prayer of Your 
servant and the prayer of Your servants 
who delight to revere Your name, and 
make Your servant successful today 
and grant him compassion before this 
man.” 

Now I was the cupbearer to the king.



Learning from Nehemiah

3) Four months later, an 
opportunity arises.
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Nehemiah 2:1-4
1 And it came about in the month 
Nisan, in the twentieth year of 
King Artaxerxes, that wine was before 
him, and I took up the wine and gave it 
to the king. Now I had not been sad in 
his presence.



Nehemiah 2:1-4
2 So the king said to me, “Why is your 
face sad though you are not sick? This 
is nothing but sadness of heart.” Then I 
was very much afraid.



Nehemiah 2:1-4
3 I said to the king, “Let the king live 
forever. Why should my face not be 
sad when the city, the place of my 
fathers’ tombs, lies desolate and its 
gates have been consumed by fire?”



Nehemiah 2:1-4
4 Then the king said to me, “What 
would you request?” So I prayed to the 
God of heaven.



Learning from Nehemiah

4) He offers a quick prayer, and 
then God blesses his plans.
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Nehemiah 2:4-8
4 Then the king said to me, “What 
would you request?” So I prayed to the 
God of heaven.



Nehemiah 2:4-8
5 I said to the king, “If it please the king, 
and if your servant has found favor 
before you, send me to Judah, to the 
city of my fathers’ tombs, that I may 
rebuild it.”



Nehemiah 2:4-8
6 Then the king said to me, the queen 
sitting beside him, “How long will your 
journey be, and when will you return?” 
So it pleased the king to send me, and I 
gave him a definite time.



Nehemiah 2:4-8
7 And I said to the king, “If it please the 
king, let letters be given me for the 
governors of the provinces beyond the 
River, that they may allow me to pass 
through until I come to Judah,



Nehemiah 2:4-8
8 and a letter to Asaph the keeper of 
the king’s forest, that he may give me 
timber to make beams for the gates 
of the fortress which is by the temple, 
for the wall of the city and for the 
house to which I will go.” And the king 
granted them to me because the good 
hand of my God was on me.



Feeling the Right Burdens
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Matthew 9:35-38
35 Jesus was going through all the cities 
and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel 
of the kingdom, and healing every kind 
of disease and every kind of sickness.



Matthew 9:35-38
36 Seeing the people, He felt 
compassion for them, because they 
were distressed and dispirited like 
sheep without a shepherd.



Matthew 9:35-38
37 Then He said to His disciples, “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the workers are 
few.
38 Therefore beseech the Lord of the 
harvest to send out workers into His 
harvest.”



Feeling the Right Burdens

➢ Do I feel a burden for the lost?
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Proverbs 14:31
31 He who oppresses the poor 
taunts his Maker,
But he who is gracious to the needy 
honors Him.



Feeling the Right Burdens

➢ Do I feel a burden for the poor?
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Psalm 34:18
18 The LORD is near to 
the brokenhearted
And saves those who are crushed in 
spirit.



Feeling the Right Burdens

➢ Do I feel a burden for the 
hurting?
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2 Chronicles 20
5 Then Jehoshaphat stood in the 
assembly of Judah and Jerusalem, in 
the house of the LORD before the new 
court,  …



2 Chronicles 20

9 ‘Should evil come upon us, the 
sword, or judgment, or pestilence, or 
famine, we will stand before this house 
and before You (for Your name is in this 
house) and cry to You in our distress, 
and You will hear and deliver us.’



2 Chronicles 20:12
12 O our God, will You not judge them? 
For we are powerless before this great 
multitude who are coming against us; 
nor do we know what to do, but our 
eyes are on You.”



Prayer for our Hearts



James 5:16

16 Therefore, confess your sins to one 
another, and pray for one another so 
that you may be healed. The effective 
prayer of a righteous man can 
accomplish much.



Acts 2:38
38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and 
each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins; and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.


