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Part of the Game…
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A Biblical Case Study

➢Moses faced a 
lot of criticism.
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Exodus 5:1-4
1 And afterward Moses and Aaron 
came and said to Pharaoh, “Thus says 
the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Let My 
people go that they may celebrate a 
feast to Me in the wilderness.’

*All verses from 1995 New American Standard Version



Exodus 5:1-4
2 But Pharaoh said, “Who is 
the LORD that I should obey His voice to 
let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, 
and besides, I will not let Israel go.”



Exodus 5:1-4
3 Then they said, “The God of the 
Hebrews has met with us. Please, let us 
go a three days’ journey into the 
wilderness that we may sacrifice to 
the LORD our God, otherwise He will fall 
upon us with pestilence or with the 
sword.”



Exodus 5:1-4
4 But the king of Egypt said to them, 
“Moses and Aaron, why do you draw 
the people away from their work? 
Get back to your labors!”



Exodus 5:19-21
19 The foremen of the sons of Israel saw 
that they were in trouble because they 
were told, “You must not 
reduce your daily amount of bricks.”



Exodus 5:19-21
20 When they left Pharaoh’s presence, 
they met Moses and Aaron as they 
were waiting for them.
21 They said to them, “May 
the LORD look upon you and judge you, 
for you have made us odious in 
Pharaoh’s sight and in the sight of his 
servants, to put a sword in their hand 
to kill us.”



A Biblical Case Study

➢In our passage, 
he is criticized by 
Pharaoh, and the 

Israelites.
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Exodus 5:22-23
22 Then Moses returned to 
the LORD and said, “O Lord, why have 
You brought harm to this people? Why 
did You ever send me?
23 Ever since I came to Pharaoh to 
speak in Your name, he has done harm 
to this people, and You have not 
delivered Your people at all.”



Exodus 6:1-8
1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Now 
you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh; 
for under compulsion he will let them 
go, and under compulsion he will drive 
them out of his land.”



Exodus 6:1-8
2 God spoke further to Moses and said 
to him, “I am the LORD;
3 and I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, as God Almighty, but by My 
name, LORD, I did not make Myself 
known to them.



Exodus 6:1-8
4 I also established My covenant with 
them, to give them the land of Canaan, 
the land in which they sojourned.
5 Furthermore I have heard the 
groaning of the sons of Israel, because 
the Egyptians are holding them in 
bondage, and I have remembered My 
covenant.



Exodus 6:1-8
6 Say, therefore, to the sons of Israel, ‘I 
am the LORD, and I will bring you out 
from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians, and I will deliver you from 
their bondage. I will also redeem you 
with an outstretched arm and with 
great judgments.



Exodus 6:1-8
7 Then I will take you for My people, 
and I will be your God; and you shall 
know that I am the LORD your God, who 
brought you out from under the 
burdens of the Egyptians.
8 I will bring you to the land 
which I swore to give to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, and I will give it to 
you for a possession; I am the LORD.’”
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Learning From What 
Happened Next



1) Moses didn’t 
react in anger.
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Proverbs 12:18
18 There is one who speaks rashly like 
the thrusts of a sword,
But the tongue of the wise brings 
healing.



Romans 12:21

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good.



➢It’s best to face criticism 
with self-control
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Ephesians 4:26-27
26 BE ANGRY, AND yet DO NOT SIN; do not 
let the sun go down on your anger,
27 and do not give the devil an 
opportunity.



Galatians 5:22-23
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness,
23 gentleness, self-control; against such 
things there is no law.



➢It’s best to face criticism 
with self-control

and the appropriate 
amount of humility.
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1 Peter 2:21-23
21 For you have been called for this 
purpose, since Christ also suffered for 
you, leaving you an example for you to 
follow in His steps,



1 Peter 2:21-23
22 WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY

DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH;
23 and while being reviled, He did not 
revile in return; while suffering, He 
uttered no threats, but kept 
entrusting Himself to Him who judges 
righteously;



2) Moses went
straight to God.
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Psalm 18
1 “I love You, O LORD, my strength.”

2 The LORD is my rock and my fortress 
and my deliverer,
My God, my rock, in whom I take 
refuge;
My shield and the horn of my 
salvation, my stronghold.



Psalm 18
3 I call upon the LORD, who is worthy to 
be praised,
And I am saved from my enemies.



Psalm 18
30 As for God, His way is blameless;
The word of the LORD is tried;
He is a shield to all who take refuge in 
Him.



Psalm 18
31 For who is God, but the LORD?
And who is a rock, except our God,

32 The God who girds me with strength
And makes my way blameless?



Psalm 18
46 The LORD lives, and blessed be my 
rock;
And exalted be the God of my 
salvation,



3) God reminds him 
of God’s plan and 
God’s promised 

future.
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Exodus 6:1
1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Now 
you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh; 
for under compulsion he will let them 
go, and under compulsion he will drive 
them out of his land.”



Romans 8:31
31 What then shall we say to these 
things? If God is for us, who is against 
us?



1 Peter 2:12

12 Keep your behavior excellent among 
the Gentiles, so that in the thing in 
which they slander you as evildoers, 
they may because of your good deeds, 
as they observe them, glorify God in 
the day of visitation.



4) Moses didn’t 
quit,

but went forward 
with God.
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“It is not the critic who counts: not the man who points out 
how the strong man stumbles or where the doer of deeds 
could have done better. The credit belongs to the man who is 
actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and 
sweat and blood, who strives valiantly, who errs and comes 
up short again and again, because there is no effort without 
error or shortcoming, but who knows the great enthusiasms, 
the great devotions, who spends himself in a worthy cause; 
who, at the best, knows, in the end, the triumph of high 
achievement, and who, at the worst, if he fails, at least he 
fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with 
those cold and timid souls who knew neither victory nor 
defeat.”

• —Theodore Roosevelt
Speech at the Sorbonne, Paris, April 23, 1910



When Facing Criticism…
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…let God be your goal,

your rock, 

and your victory.


